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The Lord Feeds His People 

The Lord provided bread from heaven for His people 

in the wilderness (Ex. 16:2–21). Now He who is 

Himself the living bread from heaven miraculously 

provides bread for the five thousand (John 6:1–15). 

This takes place near the time of the Passover, after a 

great multitude had followed Jesus across the sea, 

and when He went up on a mountain. Seen in this 

way, Jesus is our new and greater Moses, who 

releases us from the bondage of Mount Sinai and 

makes us free children of the promise (Gal. 4:21–31). 

Five loaves become twelve baskets—that is, the five 

books of Moses find their goal and fulfillment in 

Christ, whose people continue steadfastly in the 

doctrine and fellowship of the twelve apostles, and in 

the breaking and receiving of the bread of life, which 

is the body of Christ together with His precious 

blood, and in the prayers (Acts 2:41–47). So it is that 

God’s people “shall not hunger or thirst” (Is. 49:8–13). 

For He abundantly provides for us in both body and 

soul. 
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WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS:  
As a way to celebrate and remember the vibrant history of the Christian Church–among 

many other reasons–we utilize the historic liturgy. This may be new and strange to you, 

or this may be comfortable and familiar. We invite you to sit next to one of our members 

who will be happy to assist you as you receive God’s gifts of the forgiveness of sins, life, 

and salvation alongside us. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ZION: 
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at the Lutheran altar. 

Therefore, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing 

from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. The Bible 

teaches we cannot be partakers from two differing tables (1 Cor. 10:15-18), and that 

communion can be taken to our judgment rather than our forgiveness (1 Cor. 11:27-32). 

It is our earnest desire at Zion that communion be taken according to our Lord’s intent 

(Matthew 26:26-28). Members of Zion, out of love for their neighbor, can be of great 

assistance in this endeavor to bring others into the truth of this supper by encouraging 

visitors to speak with the pastor if they desire Holy Communion. 
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T Confession and Absolution T 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O pride and pow’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 
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Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.  Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T Service of the Word T 
 

Introit Psalm 122:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Isaiah 66:10a, 11a 

P Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, 

 all you who love her; 
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C that you may nurse and be satisfied 

 from her consoling breast. 

P I was glad when they said to me, 

 “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

C Our feet have been standing 

 within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

P Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

 May they be secure who love you! 

C For my brothers and companions’ sake 

 I will say, “Peace be within you!” 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, 

 all you who love her; 

C that you may nurse and be satisfied 

 from her consoling breast. 

Kyrie  LSB 186 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 

  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and 

though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide 

for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your 
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merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading      Isaiah 49:8–13 
8Thus says the Lord: 

“In a time of favor I have answered you; 

 in a day of salvation I have helped you; 

I will keep you and give you 

 as a covenant to the people, 

to establish the land, 

 to apportion the desolate heritages, 
9saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’ 

 to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’ 

They shall feed along the ways; 

 on all bare heights shall be their pasture; 
10they shall not hunger or thirst, 

 neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them, 

for he who has pity on them will lead them, 

 and by springs of water will guide them. 
11And I will make all my mountains a road, 

 and my highways shall be raised up. 
12Behold, these shall come from afar, 

 and behold, these from the north and from the west, 

 and these from the land of Syene.” 
13Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; 

 break forth, O mountains, into singing! 

for the Lord has comforted his people 

 and will have compassion on his afflicted. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Psalm 122:1, 7 

P I was glad when they said to me, 

 “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

C Peace be within your walls 

 and security within your towers! 

Second Reading         Acts 2:41–47 

 41So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day 

about three thousand souls. 

 42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many 

wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were 

together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their possessions and 

belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, 

attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 

food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Tract          Psalm 125:1–2, 5b 

P Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 

     which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 

C As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people, 

 from this time forth and forevermore. Peace be upon Israel! 

 

Holy Gospel John 6:1–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 

 
 1After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea 

of Tiberias. 2And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he 

was doing on the sick. 3Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with 

his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5Lifting up his 

eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, 
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“Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 6He said this to test him, 

for he himself knew what he would do. 7Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii 

would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley 

loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10Jesus said, “Have the people sit 

down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five 

thousand in number. 11Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 

distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 
12And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover 

fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up and filled twelve 

baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten. 
14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the 

Prophet who is to come into the world!” 

 15Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him 

king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
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          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day: 625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread 
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Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt.  Tune: Theütsch kirchen ampt, 1525, Strassburg  Text and tune: Public 

domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Offertory  LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

 

O God of mercy, although we merit only punishment, You give abundantly for every 

need. Through our Savior Jesus Christ provide us with every physical gift our bodies 

need in this earthly life, and every heavenly blessing our souls need in the life 

everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord God, after the holy example of Your Son, Jesus Christ, inspire all pastors to a 

devout care for their people and a continual desire to feed them with the bread of life. 

Awaken in the hearts of our congregations a mutual love for this faithful service in Your 

name. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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P Merciful Lord, You blessed barren Sarah with Isaac, the child of promise, and 

brought salvation to the world through Christ, born of the Virgin Mary. Watch over the 

families of Your Church and comfort those families yet without children, that all 

together may find joy in their heavenly inheritance. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Grant Your mercy, O Lord, to all our leaders: to Donald, our president; _____________, 

our governor; all legislators and civil servants; those who work for the common good; 

those who must render judgment and impose punishment upon lawbreakers; and all 

who work for peace among the nations. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Lord God, our Shepherd, protect, comfort and guide all who call upon You in need 

[especially _____________]. Grant healing and peace, that they may continue to serve You 

with joy in this life and finally come to that good land in Your eternal kingdom. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, You provided food from heaven for the Israelites during their days 

of wandering in the wilderness. So give us also the true food of heaven, the body and 

blood of Jesus Christ, that we may be sustained in our faith and in hope during our 

days of pilgrimage through the wilderness of this world until finally we behold Your 

glory with our own eyes. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Almighty God, You give daily bread to everyone without our prayer, even to all evil 

people. Bless the merciful works of Your Church for the poor and needy, that rooted in 

Christ’s love for us, we may reflect and share that love with others. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P  This morning and throughout this week we hold before You in prayer Andy, 

Stephanie and Maverick Stroh. 

C Heavenly Father, we ask that in Your unconditional love that you would protect 

Andy, Stephanie and Maverick from all physical harm and danger and that You 

would keep them in the certainty of their salvation that they have by grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ.  We also pray that You would enable us, this 

congregation of Zion, to hold Andy, Stephanie and Maverick in our prayers this 

week and let them know that we love them in Jesus Christ.   
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P Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all 

glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

T Service of the Sacrament T 

Preface  LSB 194 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a 

ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore, with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus  LSB 195 
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Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini  LSB 197 
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Agnus Dei  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution   
Those participating in communion are asked to exit the pew on the outer aisle.   

When coming forward to receive communion we ask that 7 people from each side approach the altar.   

The Chalice and Individual Cups are offered at the Supper; you can specify which cup you would like to 

receive from. Please exit down the center aisle, placing your cup in the bowl near the font. 

Distribution Hymn: 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt.  Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Distribution Hymn: 433 Glory Be to Jesus 

 

 
 

5 Oft as earth exulting 

    Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing 

    Make their glad reply. 

 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 

    Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder 

    Praise the precious blood! 
Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt.  Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–76  Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: 642 O Living Bread from Heaven 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.  Tune: Musae Sioniae, 1609, vol. 7, Wolfenbüttel, ed. Michael 

Praetorius  Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199
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Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

 

 
 

P Let us pray  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Salutation  LSB 201 
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Benedicamus & Benediction  LSB 202 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Hymn to Depart: 437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.  Tune: Hugh Wilson, 1764–1824  Text and tune: Public domain 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH – Landon’s Light 

(see March Newsletter for whole story) 

The Landon’s Light Foundation has been created to share the pieces of Landon that brought so many 

of us together.  Cancer did not define Landon. His faith, kindness, compassion, strength and courage 

defined him. The values he demonstrated throughout his life served as an inspiration to many. We 

plan to honor the lasting impact of his life by shining his light and teaching others to simply “Live like 

Landon.” 

Landon’s Light Foundation wants to be the light that brightens the path for others. This is achieved by 

granting a Miracle Moment for kids diagnosed with a serious medical condition such as malignant 

cancer and/or a critical condition having a progressive or deteriorating impact. Throughout the year, 

the Foundation strives to provide a small piece of hope, compassion and comfort to families during 

difficult times. 

Prayer Family 

Andy, Stephanie and Maverick Stroh 

400 4th Ave SE 

Gwinner, ND  58040 

Cleaners  

Mar. 15-21:  Eric & Brook Olson, Sam & Beka Helm, Duane & Shelli 

Begemann 

 FB Live for the Month of March 

15th Brian  18th Evan        22nd Cindy     25th Andrew     29th Greg  
 

Ushers for the Month of March 

15th Ron      18th Brian    22nd Andrew   25th Greg    29th Grover 
  

 

Pastor’s Study Hours 

Monday:  8:30-noon 

Tuesday: 8:30-noon 1-3:30 pm 

Wednesday: 8:30-9:00 am  10-noon   1:30-4:30 pm (Redeemer) 

Thursday:  8:30-noon    1-2:30 pm 

Friday:  Day off this week   
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This Week in the Congregation of Zion 
Today  9:15 am  Sunday School  

10:00 am  Divine Service with Holy Communion 

11:15 am   Coffee 

11:30 am  Bible Study 

2:00 pm Confessions Study @ Redeemer 

Tues. 17th  2:00 pm  LWML 

Wed.  18th   9:00 am  Bible Study 

 5:30pm  Lenten Dinner 

 6:30 pm Midweek-Vespers 

Sun. 22nd         9:15 am  Sunday School  

10:00 am  Divine Service with Holy Communion 

11:15 am   Coffee 

11:30 am  Bible Study 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attendance & Giving at Zion 
Sunday, Mar. 8 

Worship Attendance: 47 

Catechesis: 7 

 
Did you know…. We offer the convenience of electronic giving? 

Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.ziongwinner.org 

2) Click on the Online Giving tab at the top of the page, 

3) Click on the Sign In/Sign Up button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile  

and to schedule your recurring contributions. 

 

Category

Received 

Last Week

Received for 

March

Monthly 

Goal YTD Received YTD Needed

Over/Under 

Goal 

General Fund 3,754.18$     5,814.18$          13,124.83$  20,859.18$    30,288.08$   (9,428.90)$      

Misc. Income 0.25$            0.50$                 2.50$             

Building Fund 520.00$        1,070.00$          1,790.00$      

Cemetery Fund 1,000.00$          1,000.00$      

Memorial Fund

Vehicle Fund

ND Missions 990.00$        1,290.00$          2,166.67$    4,345.00$      5,000.00$     (655.00)$         

Mission of Month 446.38$        741.38$             2,634.14$      
Parking Lot

157,498.00$  

26,000.00$    

Zion's Income Goal:

ND Mission Goal:
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Prayer and Petitions 
March 15, 2026 

Please let Pastor know if you want a request added or removed 
 

Remembering Our Shut-Ins 

Donna Olson and Martha Asche at Beverly Ann, Lisbon 

Iris Meyer at Forman Villas 

Teresa Rodahl and Corrine Haussler at Four Seasons Manor, Forman  

Remembering Those Who Serve 

Rick Gaden:   National Guard 

Nate Utecht:  US Navy in Washington DC 

Chris Mathias, Bob Orn, Sam Helm: Volunteer Fire & Rescue 

 EXPLAINING LUTHERANISM TO NON-LUTHERANS... Issues, Etc. is a 

radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in 

Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  You can listen 

to a series of interviews with Dr. Jordan Cooper, author of the new book “Lutheranism for Non-

Lutherans,” at issuesetc.org/nonlutherans. 

Lenten dinners are being served on Wednesdays.  Please see the sign up sheet on the bulletin board 

by the kitchen and sign your name, if you would like to help out. 

In conjunction with members of the education board of each congregation, and also elders meeting, a 

decision was reached to begin joint family nights between Zion and Redeemer congregations. 

Whatever your family is (husband/wife/children; husband/wife; widow or single) come and join us at 

Zion on Friday, March 27, 5:30-9:30 p.m. Bring your favorite board game or card game to enjoy 

with others. A sign-up sheet to determine approximate numbers of attendees, with details, is 

available. Sign up by Monday, March 23, and indicate if willing to provide a food item. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

From the ND District DP: Lent is a wonderful time to form or renew the habit of daily Scripture 

reading. One simple way to do this is by praying the Psalms daily. During Lent, I like to focus on the 

penitential Psalms: Psalms 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, and 143. These Psalms give words to our repentance 

and deliver the precious Gospel into our ears. I encourage you to take a few minutes each day to 

meditate upon the Psalter. -Rev. Mark Chepulis, North Dakota District President 

Mining the Scriptures and Confessions 

Closed communion is a Biblical doctrine that has been sorely neglected in the 

churches in America. For this very reason, among others, the LCMS is in fellowship with 

many more Lutheran churches in foreign countries than in our native land. The reason 

for this is not complicated. People in foreign countries are embracing and loving the 

doctrine of the Scriptures and Confessions they are being taught in those places. They 

are hungry for Jesus and His righteousness, and His church. They want to be faithful to 

God’s word and to the Confessions of the church. 

There are currently 41 Lutheran churches in other countries with which the LCMS 

https://wtv9t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001G8VUv9bcgTXWDA9VEH6Cdk4oj6_UKCTGSIzqvJU6l6Ip5tqWcI6t2FEyDPsp0--vqMgALiPSy_aTkIh38teqT-k7PbarWppy53r5-jzntlj_wJ1hwJPP5iC__VlszzwsDAmW2udUfTd1UqGmHcD6H7EkluqlaOFA4Ya8A8kkug0=&c=-LgXGKO-ldIM3SZaxiJabF0CLBcd5uNwrQGnFrdvian7o9QWJHtxqw==&ch=wOANYE6LvC3PcBoP__W0i0V1HSQEc3rlMhnunvANL7Cmeg3vot5riA==


23 
 

is in full altar and pulpit fellowship. Full altar and pulpit fellowship means that these 

churches agree with all the articles of doctrine taught by the word of God, and in our 

catechism and Confessions. Currently there is one other Lutheran church in America 

with which the LCMS is in fellowship, The American Association of Lutheran Churches 

(AALC). Why only one Lutheran church in America. Again, the answer is not 

complicated. Departures by many and various Lutheran bodies, both older and newer 

ones, from various articles of the Christian faith taught in the Bible and the Book of 

Concord, have necessitated these sad divisions. 

I have been asked this question before: Why is our church so strict about 

communion? The answer to that question depends on how “strict” is defined. If strict is 

defined as both believing and putting into practice what God’s word teaches, then we 

happily accept the term as is. If “strict” is defined as making up rules to follow, then the 

word is simply a false accusation, a “strawman” argument. The LCMS, since its 

inception, has not changed on closed communion. Sadly, other churches have changed, 

not only on the communion doctrine, but on other doctrinal matters, such as who can be 

pastors, who can be married, how many sexes there are, the bodily resurrection of 

Jesus, and others. We should pray that God would grant repentance to those churches 

in error, that they would return to loving both the Scriptures and the Confessions of 

Jesus’ church (see Titus 2:1-10). 

 

 

 

 


