
 The First Sunday in Advent 

Ad Te Levavi 

November 30, 

Year of Our T Lord 2025 
 

 

The Lord Jesus Comes  

in Humility to Redeem Us 

The new Church Year begins by focusing on the 

humble coming of our Lord. “Behold, your king is 

coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey” 

(Matt. 21:5). Even as He was born in a lowly 

manger, so Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a beast 

of burden. For He bears the sin of the world. He is 

the Son of David riding to His enthronement on 

the cross, where He shows Himself to be “The 

LORD is our Righteousness” (Jer. 23:5–6). Our Lord 

still comes in great humility to deliver His 

righteousness to us in the Word and Sacraments. 

Before receiving Christ’s body and blood, we also 

sing, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Matt. 21:9) And as 

we receive the Sacrament, we set our hearts on 

His return in glory, for “our salvation is nearer to 

us now than when we first believed” (Rom. 13:11). 
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WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS:  
As a way to celebrate and remember the vibrant history of the Christian Church–among 

many other reasons–we utilize the historic liturgy. This may be new and strange to you, 

or this may be comfortable and familiar. We invite you to sit next to one of our members 

who will be happy to assist you as you receive God’s gifts of the forgiveness of sins, life, 

and salvation alongside us. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ZION: 
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at the Lutheran altar. 

Therefore, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing 

from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, and yet 

desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. The Bible 

teaches we cannot be partakers from two differing tables (1 Cor. 10:15-18), and that 

communion can be taken to our judgment rather than our forgiveness (1 Cor. 11:27-32). 

It is our earnest desire at Zion that communion be taken according to our Lord’s intent 

(Matthew 26:26-28). Members of Zion, out of love for their neighbor, can be of great 

assistance in this endeavor to bring others into the truth of this supper by encouraging 

visitors to speak with the pastor if they desire Holy Communion. 
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T Confession and Absolution T 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt.  Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 



4 
 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T Service of the Word T 

Introit Psalm 25:4–5, 21–22; antiphon: vv. 1–3a 

P To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame. 

C Let not my enemies exult over me. 

 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame. 

P Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

 teach me your paths. 

C Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

 for you I wait all the day long. 

P May integrity and uprightness preserve me, 

 for I wait for you. 

C Redeem Israel, O God, 

 out of all his troubles. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 

 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame. 

C Let not my enemies exult over me. 

 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame. 

Kyrie  LSB 186 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 

 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 23:5–8 

 5“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 

and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell 

securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our 

righteousness.’ 

 7“Therefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when they shall no 

longer say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land of 

Egypt,’ 8but ‘As the LORD lives who brought up and led the offspring of the house of 

Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries where he had driven them.’ 

Then they shall dwell in their own land.”  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Psalm 25:3–4 

P None who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

C Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 

 teach me your paths. 



6 
 

Epistle Romans 13:11–14 
11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; 

the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor 

of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in 

sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

 
  
1When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 

then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring 

them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ 

and he will send them at once.” 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the 

prophet, saying, 

5“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

 humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

 and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the donkey 

and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the crowd 

spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 

them on the road. 9And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were 

shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
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P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day: 335 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice 

 

 

 
Text: Danish, c. 1600; tr. Victor O. Petersen, 1864–1929, alt.  Tune: Der Bussfertige Sünder, 1679, Nürnberg 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

Offertory  LSB 192 
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Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

 

Be with Your whole Church, Lord, that as we wait for the coming of Christ, our King, our 

hearts may be filled with His joy and our lips with His praise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

  

P Gracious Lord, encourage the preachers of Your Word and all who hear, for salvation 

is nearer to us now than when we first believed. Give boldness and faithfulness to 

Matthew, our Synod president; _____________, our district president; _____________, our 

circuit visitor; and all pastors in Christ. Renew the faith and quicken the love of all 

Christians to cast off the works of darkness, put on Jesus Christ and live as children of 

the eternal day. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

  

P O God, our Father, Giver of all good gifts, look upon the households of Your people. 

Provide companionship for those who are alone and strengthen the bonds of marriage. 

Equip parents to raise their children in love and faith. Grant that our homes may be 

places of joy, reasonableness, peace and prayer. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Almighty God, behold our nation and its leaders and protect our armed forces, taking 

them under Your care and blessing. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

  

P  O Lord, show compassion to the sick, the suffering and those in need [especially 

_____________]. Relieve their pain, increase their faith, and grant healing and peace in 

accordance with Your wisdom and will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

  

P Merciful God, comfort those who mourn with Your promises in Christ, [especially 

_____________,] and fill their hearts with the peace that passes understanding. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
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P Lord of life, Your Son humbly rode into Jerusalem to the shouts of “hosanna!” so that 

He might give us righteousness and salvation by His death and resurrection. Mercifully 

grant that we would repent of our sins and rejoice in His presence as He visits us with 

His body and blood in His Holy Supper this day. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

  

P Gracious Father, You have made us glad to enter into Your presence to hear the 

good news of our Savior and receive Your gifts. Preserve Your Church against all her 

enemies, and lead us to walk in Your ways and to follow Your paths, that when Jesus 

returns in His glory we may welcome Him with glad hosannas. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 

  

P  This morning and throughout this week we hold before You in prayer Halle Nelson. 

C  Heavenly Father, we ask that in Your unconditional love that you would 

protect Halle from all physical harm and danger and that You would keep her in 

the certainty of her salvation that she has by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  

We also pray that You would enable us, this congregation of Zion, to hold Halle in 

our prayers this week and let her know that we love her in Jesus Christ. 

 

P Into Your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

T Service of the Sacrament T 

Preface  LSB 194 
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 

promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 

and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 

revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus  LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
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     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  LSB 197 

 

  
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 198 

 

 

 



13 
 

 

 
Sit 

Distribution   
Those participating in communion are asked to exit the pew on the outer aisle.   

When coming forward to receive communion we ask that 7 people from each side approach the altar.   

The Chalice and Individual Cups are offered at the Supper; you can specify which cup you would like to 

receive from. Please exit down the center aisle, placing your cup in the basket near the font. 

 

Distribution Hymn: 334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

 

 

 
 

5  Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

    And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 



14 
 

His children thus securing 

    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.  Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Distribution Hymn: 349 Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51  Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820  Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

 

 
 
 

P Let us pray  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Benedicamus & Benediction LSB 202 

 

 
 LSB 202 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Hymn to Depart: 343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.  Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004305 Tune: Public domain 
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Mission of the Month 
Ronald McDonald House 

Ronald McDonald House has been supporting families since 1974 

 After recognizing the need to support the whole family when a child is seriously 

ill or injured, the first Ronald McDonald House opened in Philadelphia, PA, USA, in 

1974. That was the beginning of their role as a unique charity dedicated to caring for 

families with children who are ill or injured. Their programs and services address the 

essential needs of families around the world - all along their child’s healthcare journey - 

so they can focus on the health and well-being of their child. 

 Ronald McDonald House programs are a home away from home that provide 

comfort, support and resources to families who travel far from home for the medical 

care their child needs. 

 Ronald McDonald Family Room programs provide comfort to families right in the 

hospital, giving them a private place to relax or decompress. 

 
 

Prayer Family 

Halle Nelson 

13443 80th St SE 

Milnor, ND  58060 

 

Cleaners  

Nov. 30-Dec. 6: Naomi Vincent, Tim & Tina Vincent,  

Pastor & Krista Grieve 

 

Ushers for the Month of November 

30th  Ron  

FB Live for the Month of November 

30th  Cindy 

 
Pastor’s Study Hours: 

Tuesday:  8:30-noon, 1-3:30 pm 

Wednesday: 8:30- 9 am, 10am-noon     1:30-4:30 pm (Redeemer)  

Thursday: 8:30-noon, 1-2:30 pm 

Friday: 8:30-noon 
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This Week in the Congregation of Zion 
Today  9:15 am Sunday School 

10:00 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

11:15 am  Coffee Hour 

11:30 am  Bible Study 

Tues. 2nd  9:30 am  Circuit Winkle @ Immanuel, Wahpeton 

Wed 3rd            9:00 am Bible Study 

 5:30 pm Advent Supper 

 6:30 pm Advent Service: 

Sun. 7th   9:15 am Sunday School 

                       10:00 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

   11: 15 am Coffee Hour 

         11:30 am Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

 

Attendance & Giving at Zion 
Sunday, November 30 

Worship Attendance: 55 

Catechesis: 7

 

Did you know…. We offer the convenience of electronic giving? 
Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.ziongwinner.org 

2) Click on the Online Giving tab at the top of the page, 

3) Click on the Sign In/Sign Up button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile  

and to schedule your recurring contributions. 
 

Category

Received 

Last Week

Received for 

November

Monthly 

Goal YTD Received YTD Needed

Over/Under 

Goal 

General Fund 590.00$        21,677.89$        13,124.83$  135,866.12$  142,353.96$ (6,487.84)$      

Misc. Income 0.25$            1.00$                 11.50$           

Building Fund 500.00$        1,590.00$          7,436.12$      

Cemetery Fund 1,000.00$      

Memorial Fund

Vehicle Fund

ND Missions 240.00$        1,960.00$          2,166.67$    18,656.00$    23,500.00$   (4,844.00)$      

Mission of Month 160.00$        831.38$             9,959.30$      
Parking Lot 2,284.00$      

157,498.00$  

26,000.00$    

Zion's Income Goal:

ND Mission Goal:
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Prayer and Petitions 
Nov. 30, 2025 

Please let Pastor know if you want a request added or removed 
 

Remembering Our Shut-Ins 

Donna Olson and Martha Asche at Beverly Ann, Lisbon 

Iris Meyer and Corrine Haussler, at Forman Villas 

Teresa Rodahl at Four Seasons, Forman 

 

Remembering Those Who Serve 

Rick Gaden:   National Guard 

Nate Utecht:  US Navy in Washington DC 

Chris Mathias, Jason Asche, Bob Orn, Sam Helm: Volunteer Fire & Rescue 

 

Mother with child 

Anna (Greenmyer) Wang 
 

 

SACRED MUSIC FOR THE ADVENT SEASON… “Savior of the Nations, Come,” 

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry,” “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending,” 

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding,” “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  You can listen to sacred music 

for the Advent season 24/7 at lutheranpublicradio.org, Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple 

HomePod, TuneIn and the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 

 Advent is a penitential season of intensified prayer, along with fasting (denial of fleshly comforts), 

for the purpose of greater focus on our Lord, the One from whom we live by every word that comes 

from His mouth. Join your fellow Christians at 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 3, 10, and 17th  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Advent suppers are being provided.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board by the kitchen.  

Please sign up to help provide and serve a meal of soup and sandwiches.  The ladies of the LWML 

thank you. 

Christmas decorating for the church has been scheduled for Tues. Dec. 2nd at 10 am.  Many hands 

make the work go faster.  A lunch will be provided. 

Poinsettias can be purchased to help adorn the church and sanctuary this Advent and Christmas 

season.  Feel free to drop off any donated flowers, or money to purchase 

November 30: I pray that you and your family had a wonderful Thanksgiving, filled with all the 

accoutrements of this time of year: food, hearth, and home. Of the things for which we should be 

thankful to the Lord, there is no end. Thank God for them; it is our duty, after all. Not just for one day 

out of the year, but every day. What God has done for us in Christ, our hearts can’t contain, our thanks 

and praise can’t possibly express. Our cups runneth over. God be praised. -Rev. Mark Chepulis, North 

Dakota District President 

 

https://wtv9t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ofv8joP0vASoQWhXWcc9RhkxPOIoAiOO_gaIHBhcA-Lvl079-h6RtMPr2LBj759Dcn7We-6_1Sl2YW_RvFAraZFOqZJDcJlu-yIcpJUHb_MkUwh7AKWzneCBgI2JsTwY1_Hp5D6wiJCaBnGYsM3ETj8m_wLBYke0&c=w4bdAI74EQiTt8Kox0WfXq8SYB6-eU7WoGDdn32O3vSE1fZSO9LIWg==&ch=TOjhjR_eY0FjBiTNEZpvlxRukHoxXNdJ7BK-uId88CsSqTj0NRgziQ==
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Men 16 years of age and older: We live in a distracted culture of screens, social media, and 

entertainment. Intentionally focusing on God's word and prayer is put aside for other things we deem 

more fun. Because of this, the home, church, and culture all suffer. Mark your calendars now for the 

annual men's retreat, Saturday, Feb. 21, at Coteau des Prairie Lodge near Havana. Men driven and 

motivated by the word of God are needed! 

Next Sunday, the Rev. Pres. Chepulis will be here to visit our congregation.  He will preach for the 

Divine Service and speak to us during Bible Study time after the service.   

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mining the Scriptures and Confessions 

What is one of the most important ways that faith grows? We ought always to give 

thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, 

and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing (2 Thessalonians 1:3). Of 

this increase of faith, our Lutheran Confessions teach: Our churches teach that the 

Sacraments were ordained, not only to be marks of profession 

among men, but even more, to be signs and testimonies of God’s will toward us. They 

were instituted to awaken and confirm faith in those who use them. Therefore, we must 

use the Sacraments in such a way that faith, which believes the promises offered and 

set forth through the Sacraments, is increased. (Augsburg Confession: XIII; p. 38; par. 1-

2) 

The Sacraments offer no benefit, on the other hand, to those who teach that they 

justify simply by the act of doing them. This is why faith, which believes that sins are 

forgiven, is required to use the Sacraments. At the same time, this faith hungers and 

thirsts for the Sacraments (for Baptism, for Absolution, for the Lord’s Supper). For if 

hunger for the Sacraments is missing, faith is also missing. 

Faith, then, does two things: 1) Faith receives the forgiveness of sins from Christ; 

2) Faith continues to hunger and thirst for the forgiveness of sins, and run to the One 

who gives it in His Church, namely Jesus. It is no wonder then, that God’s own word 

says that faith comes from hearing, and that the hearing comes through Christ 

(Romans 10:17). It is this hearing that both creates faith and creates the desire to go 

where the Sacraments of God are administered, namely, His Church, the place where 

God’s elect gather around His word and Sacraments (Hebrews 10:24-25). 


