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Lent and Ash Wednesday

During the forty days of Lent, God's
baptized people cleanse their hearts
through the discipline of Lent:
repentance, prayer, fasting and
almsgiving. Lent is a time in which
God's people prepare with joy for the
Paschal Feast (Easter). Itis atime in
which God renews His people’s zeal in
faith and life. It is a time in which we
pray that we may be given the fullness
of grace that belongs to the children of
God.
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WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS:
As a way to celebrate and remember the vibrant history of the Christian Church—among
many other reasons—we utilize the historic liturgy. This may be new and strange to you,
or this may be comfortable and familiar. We invite you to sit next to one of our members

who will be happy to assist you as you receive God's gifts of the forgiveness of sins, life,
and salvation alongside us.

Note: No pre/post service music during Lent. Congregation and Pastor enter and
church in silence.

In preparation for the service, pray the following at the very front of the hymnal:
On entering a church; Before worship: For blessing on the Word.



Service of Light
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Psalmody

Psalm 141
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-
kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the
Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.

Amen.

Psalm Psalm 36
[P} Transgression speaks to the wicked
deep in his heart;
there is no fear of God
before his eyes.
For he flatters himself in his own eyes
that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.
[P} The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit;
he has ceased to act wisely and do good.
He plots trouble while on his bed;
he sets himself in a way that is not good;
he does not reject evil.
[P] Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;
your judgments are like the great deep;
man and beast you save, O Lord.
(P) How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
They feast on the abundance of your house,
and you give them drink from the river of your delights.
[P) For with you is the fountain of life;
in your light do we see light.
Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you,
and your righteousness to the upright of heart!



[P) Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me,
nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.
There the evildoers lie fallen;
they are thrust down, unable to rise.

Office Hymn: 607 From Depths of Woe | Cry to Thee
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and the Word, Now wait for His ap - pear - ing.
Is - rael free From all their sin and sor - row.

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483-1546 Text and tune: Public domain

Reading

Readings

Jonah 3

P]  Areading from Jonah, chapter 3.
'"Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go to
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Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that | tell you.” 3So Jonah
arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an
exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth. “Jonah began to go into the city,
going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” >And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put
on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them.

*The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed
his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. “And he issued a
proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his
nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or
drink water, ®but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out
mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his
hands. "Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that
we may not perish.”

"®"When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God
relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading 2 Peter 1:2-11
[P]  Areading from 2 Peter, chapter 1.

*May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord. >His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and
excellence, *by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that
through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from
the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. °For this very reason, make
every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, ®and
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with
godliness, “and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.
8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective
or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. °For whoever lacks these
qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from
his former sins. "°Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and
election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. "'For in this way there
will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.



P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Matthew 6:16-21
P]  Areading from Matthew, chapter 6.

'®[Jesus said:] “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, | say to you,
they have received their reward. ""But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your
face, "®that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret.
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

9"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal, *°but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2'For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

P}  In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon: The Heart’'s Treasures

Canticle
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Magnificat LSB 248
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2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . .. me,
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Prayer
Litany LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the
word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mer - cy.

P} For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P}  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P] For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P] For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government
and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good
deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P} For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P} For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation,
those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the
Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P} For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

P}  For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

[P} For... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . .. let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

Collect for Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works,
give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may
be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

wnho lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Lord’s Prayer

LSB 251

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus
f
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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P The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the - Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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Hymn to Depart: 608 Lord, to You | Make Confession
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1 Lord, to You I  make con - fes - sion: 1 have sinned and
2 Yet, though con-science’ voice ap - pall me, Fa - ther, [ will
3 For Your Son has suf - fered for me, Giv'n Him - self to
4 Lord, on You I cast my bur - den— Sink it in the
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Cho - sen for my-self my way. Led by You to
Yet re - ceive me in Your grace. Do not for my
Rec - on - ciled and set me free. Je - sus’ cross a -
Cleanse me from in - iq - ui ty. Let Your Spir - it
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see  my er - rors, Lord, I trem-ble at Your ter - rors.
sins for - sake me; Let Your wrath not o - ver - take me.
lone can van - quish These dark fears and soothe this an - guish.
leave me nev - er; Make me on - ly Yours for - ev - er

Text: Johann Franck, 1618-77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. Tune: Johann Crliger, 1598-1662 Text and tune: Public domain
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