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As we all know, us North Dakotans try to cram as much as we can into 
the summer months before we get tossed back into our houses due to 
the cold winter months.  As a result, our summers get super busy with 
vacations, traveling, reunions, and lake days.  For my family we are no 
different.  I use the majority of my vacation time in the summer and I 
have several youth camps to speak at.   
 

So - bring on the busy summer!   
 

With all of that said though, we must guard ourselves - as Christians - 
from neglecting God's Word and Sacraments.  I don't say this to be a 
killjoy and I do not want to be the Grinch that ruins your summer 
plans.  But rather, I share this because our Christian faith needs to be 
continually strengthened and sustained by God’s Word and 
Sacraments.  In other words, without a continual dose of God's Word 
and Sacraments, our faith will grow cold and weak and we will become 
more and more susceptible to the ideologies of the World, our Sinful 
Flesh, and the Devil himself.   
 

So - what shall we busy North Dakotans do?   
 

Here are several things for you to consider - gifts, if you will: 
1) When in town for the weekend, make it a point to come 
to Sunday Services as much as possible to receive God's gifts of Word 
and Sacrament. 
 

2) During the middle of the week, take in one of our extra Midweek 
Services: Zion will be having 3 Midweek Services this summer - with 
communion - for those of you who will be out of town on the 
weekends.  The dates for these services are:  June 22nd, July 13th, 
and August 31st.        Continued on page 2 
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3) Listen to Zion's Sermons online.  They are on the church website (www.ziongwinner.org) and 
my Blog (www.pastormattrichard.org).   

4) Listen to all the great Podcasts and Vlogs while traveling or relaxing!  Issues, Etc. is talk radio 
for the thinking Christian (www.issuesetc.org), Pirate Christian Radio is full of great content 
(www.piratechristian.com), Table Talk Radio is a blast to listen to (www.tabletalkradio.org), and 
Worldview Everlasting Television has 3 great programs (www.worldvieweverlasting.com).   
 
5) Grab your Lutheran Witness and Around the Word Devotions!  Yes, take your Lutheran 
Witness Magazine (sent to you from the LCMS) to the lake or check out the Around the Word 
Devotion (sent to your emails from the Zion Church Office) while camping!   
 
We Christians do not go to church and listen to these sermons and podcasts in order to obtain 
brownie points with God.  But rather, we are joined to the Lord's Word and Sacraments because 
we are people 'of' the Word - we need God's Word and Sacraments.  Yes, our lives are captive to 
the Word of God.  We are continually strengthened and sustained by the Word and 
Sacraments.  This is why we do not neglect it.   
 
So, dear friends!  Enjoy the upcoming summer months!  Drive safe; make memories; laugh with 
your families... and receive from the Lord's Word and Sacraments from our Weekend Services, 
Midweek Services, Sermon Podcasts, and all the other great venues provided for you above. 

  

Grace and peace to you, dear flock! 
-Pastor 
  

http://www.ziongwinner.org/
http://www.pastormattrichard.org/
http://www.issuesetc.org/
http://www.piratechristian.com/
http://www.tabletalkradio.org/
http://www.worldvieweverlasting.com/
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Opinions, Opinions, Opinions; 
Yada, Yada, Yada 

By: Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard  
 

I do not need to tell you that there are a lot of opinions in 
America.  Everybody seems to have an opinion these days.  
These opinions are on news channels, celebrities share 
them on social media, and new opinion polls pop up every 
week.     

Indeed, the world that we live in adapts different opinions on a daily basis.  Like a reed that blows in the wind, 
the opinions of the world will blow one direction with a particular trend (that becomes popular for a time); 
however, when that particular trend runs its course, a new improved trend comes to the forefront, which means 
that the opinions of the world snap back and blow the other way.  The previous trend becomes “so 2010” and the 
new trend is now relevant, hip, fresh, and on the cutting edge.  That is to say, until it is challenged two weeks 
later by the next up and coming trend, which forces opinions to change yet again.   

This is the world that we live in: flap; flap; flap – a blowing reed flapping in the wind.  It is a world that typically 
does not agree – at least for a long time – about what is wrong and what is good and what justice should be like. 
In other words, when you ask the world to define sin, righteousness, and judgment, the world will give one 
answer one day, but the next day it may or may not change – depending on which way the winds of opinion are 
blowing.   

Because the world is always changing in its opinions and since the world is always redefining what it thinks about 
sin and righteousness and judgment, we can thank God though that we are given the Holy Spirit.  Yes, even 
though Christ ascended to the Father, we are not alone.  We have been given the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit 
‘through’ the Word (i.e., Bible) gives us convictions against the changing world.  Indeed, we are given, not a 
collection of opinions on the matter of sin, righteousness, and judgment, but we are given convictions of “truth” 
– convictions of truth that do not change or accommodate to the changing opinions and trends of the world.  
 
And what about this conviction concerning sin?  Is sin defined by today’s political correctness?  No!  It is defined 
by that which breaks God’s Word of Law.  And what about righteousness?  Is righteousness what the present 
social justice issue is; is righteousness what a celebrity’s newest non-profit organization is all about?  No!  The 
Word of Gospel says that righteousness is Jesus!  And what about judgment?  No doubt about it, there will be an 
end someday to this life and there will be a judgment, contrary to what Oprah or the latest Cosmopolitan opinion 
poll may tell you.  Why? Because Jesus – who was raised from the grave – says so.  
 
Truly, the Holy Spirit brings God’s precious convictions of truth in regard to sin, righteousness, and judgment to 
you in the Word.  He brings truth to your ears, so that you and I may know our sin and know the righteousness of 
Christ – righteousness for sinners like you and me.  The Holy Spirit also brings us the truth that in Christ, Jesus 
was judged in our place.  Yes, Christ was judged as a sinner – as you.  He was damned – for you, so that you have 
nothing to fear when the Lord comes again in judgement.   
 
Conviction of truth given to you in His Word, so that you may believe and know who you are and what the Lord 
has done for you, in the midst of a world that flaps back and forth like a flimsy reed blowing in the wind.    
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2 – David Nelson 

3 – Gary Decker 
 Tristen Peterson 

5 – Matthias Richard 

6 – Leona Adermann 

9 – Robert Adermann 

14 – Ashley Brockman 
 Alaythia Richard 

15 – Donna Olson 

23 – John Thompson 

25 – Zach Drevlow 

29 – Delores Johnson 
 Cindy Linderkamp 
 Lennon Swanson 

30 – Audrey Bruns 

31 – Reed Nelson 

 

Secretary Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Wednesday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Email: secretary@ziongwinner.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission of the Month   
                

 

Pastor’s Office & Study Hours 

Monday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Tuesday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Wednesday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Thursday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Friday Pastor’s Day Off 

Riding for Dreams Therapeutic Riding program is in its 
7th year of providing riding lessons for those that may 
need some adaptation to be able to ride. Horseback 
riding provides fun and recreation, as well as physical 
activity, social interaction, and building cognitive skills, 
outside of a traditional classroom or therapy setting.  
Riding helps to build confidence and provides a sense of 
accomplishment and wellbeing for riders and 
volunteers. 
 

Volunteers and riders come from all over the southeast 
part of North Dakota, including communities of Oakes, 
Jamestown, Valley City, Fort Ransom, Lisbon, Gwinner, 
Milnor, McLeod, Rutland, Wyndmere, Wahpeton to 
name a few. 
 

For more information contact Laurie at 683-4619 or 
Stacy at 680-1224, email at 
ridingfordreams@hotmail.com or like us on facebook. 
 

mailto:secretary@ziongwinner.org
mailto:pastor@ziongwinner.org
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Confirmation Sunday May 1, 2016   

 
At 8:45 AM there will be a  

video presentation from  
the confirmation students,  

followed by the  
Divine Service at 10:00 AM.   

 
The Confirmands are: Matthew Asche,  

April Gaden and NaKayla Halmrast  

 

 

 

   

  

We have an amazing group of youth (49) and chaperones (18) from across the ND District 
committed to attending this conference. They are ready to Dare to Be Lutheran!   

We will be heading to Ft. Collins, CO on July 24th.
 

Please keep them in your prayers! 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE! 

The HigherThings Youth will be having a 
free-will rummage sale on  

Gwinner Day –  
Saturday, July 16.   

This is later than originally planned, but is 
THE day to rummage in Gwinner!  
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Ushers 

May 

1st    Ron & Chelie Greenmyer 

8th    Corey & Patti Essig  

15th    Jody, Kathy & Roger 
Schreiner 

22nd  Gary & Kay Drevlow 

29th  Allen & Diane McDaniel 

June 

5th      Greg & Jan Nelson 

12th     Duane & Shelli 
Bergemann 

19th       Scott & Teresa Illies 

26th    Steve & Agnes Dudas 

 

CHIP Families (Christians Held in Prayer) 
May 1 

Wayne & Genise Arnst 
4 4th Ave SE 
Gwinner, ND  58040 

 
May 15 

Jim & Marge Asche 
13053 79th St SE 
Milnor, ND  58060 

        Acolytes   
  

 

 
 

May 

1st    Brady McKenna 

8th      Carissa Stroh 

15th   Bladen Wangler 

22nd      KyAnna Halmrast 

29th     Christina Mathias 

 

        Cleaners List 
1st to 7th  

 Brian & Tana McKenna 

 Greg & Jan Nelson 

 Wayne & Genise Arnst 

 Karren Euscher 

 Randy Rotenberger 

 
8th to 14th             

 Kelly & Liz Neustel 

 David & LaVonne Nelson 

 Harold & Geneva Waswick 

 John & Patti Thompson 
 

 

 

 

 

Note:  If you are unable to usher or 
acolyte on your scheduled date,  
we ask that you please contact 
another member to switch with. 

 

15th to 21st  

 Tim & JoAnne Rehborg 

 Gary & Kay Drevlow 

 Allen & Diane McDaniel 

 Eric & Brook Olson 
 

22nd to 28th  

 Rosalyn Brockman 

 Corrine Haussler 

 Dennis & Cindy Linderkamp 

 Randal & Michele Brockman 

 

May 8 

Dale & Martha Asche 
PO Box 252 
Gwinner, ND  
 

May 22 

Jason & Hollie Asche 
Drew, Matthew, Evan 
12725 80th St SE 
Stirum, ND 58069 

 

 

*Please remember to sign your name 

on the chart on the bulletin board  

by the kitchen noting which area of 

the church you have cleaned* 

June 

5th       Schuyler Utecht 

12th    Allie Bopp 

19th      Howie Neustel 

26th    Annika Nelson 

 

May 29 

Rodney & Sandy Asche 
309 4th Ave SE 
Gwinner, ND  58040 

 

29th to 4th  

 Jason & Hollie Asche 

 Jay & Karen Enderson 

 Alex & Sam Opdahl 

 Andy & Stephanie Stroh 
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May 2016 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8:45 am Confirmation 
Video Presentation 

10 am Divine Service 

*Communion and 
Confirmation 

  NO Pastor’s Study 

 

 

Preschool Program 

10 am Staff Mtg 

 

Pastor’s Day Off  

 

 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
9 am Sunday School 

10 am Divine Service 

 
 

 

10 am Staff Mtg 

 

7 pm MOB Mtg 9 am Pastor’s Study 

2 pm LWML 

 

 Pastor’s Day Off 

 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
  9 am Sunday School 

10 am Divine Service 

*Communion 

 

10 am Staff Mtg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 9 am Pastor’s Study 

10:30 am 4 Season’s 
Chapel Service 

4pm LYF Dodgeball 

 

 

   

22 
9 am Sunday School 

10 am Divine Service 

 

 

23 
Pastor’s Day Off 

7:15 LWML 

24 
10 am Staff Mtg 

 

25 
9 am Pastor’s Study 

 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 

29 30 31     
  9 am Sunday School 

10 am Divine Service 

*Communion 

 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

10 am Staff Mtg 

 

    

 

ND District Pastor’s Conference in Minot 



 

 

Zion Lutheran Church  
A Church of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

THE MISSION OF ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH IS TO 

CONTINUE THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST BY  

BEING ROOTED IN THE WORD,  

BY GROWING IN FAITH,  

AND BY BRANCHING OUT  

WITH THE GOSPEL 

Zion Lutheran Church 

PO Box 118 

Gwinner, ND  58040-0118 


