WWW.ZIONGWINNER.ORG

1

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
420 1st Street SE
Gwinner, ND
701.678.2401
www.ziongwinner.org
Divine Service 9:00 am Every Sunday

July 2015
Newsletter

Summer Happenings…

In This Issue…
 Pastor’s Note

VBS and Higher Things!
As I look at my calendar for the month of July, we have two major ministry
events: Vacation Bible School and Higher Things.
For Vacation Bible School, we will need all sorts of help! Check out the signup
sheets in the Narthex of the church to see how you can volunteer in this most
excellent endeavor. Furthermore, we are planning on canvassing the whole
city of Gwinner on July 7th at 10:00 AM. In other words, we will be going door
to door hanging fliers on doors, in order to promote our VBS and our
wonderful church! Would you be open to helping with this?
In regard to Higher Things? Even though this does not impact everyone in the
church, I want to briefly highlight this, for it is going to be an incredible time
for our Junior and Senior High Youth. It will most definitely be a fun trip for 18
youth and advisors, but more importantly it will be a time for the youth to
learn from some great pastors and theologians from across America. I will be
recording a lot of videos of this trip and posting them online for everyone.
That stated, I hope to have a video made of the trip that can be shared with
everyone after our August 2nd Service, during the coffee and snack time.
Finally, please take time to look through the rest of the newsletter. There is a
great article in this newsletter on communion, as well calendar events, serving
schedules, and information about a visit from Pastor Wakoma (A Pastor from
Africa)!



Youth Events

 Mission of the Month
 Voter’s Meeting
 Blood Drive
 Cleaning List
 July Birthdays
 Calendar
 Service Lists
 Newsletter Devotion
 Mission Presentation

Grace and Peace to you!
-Pastor
Continued on page 9
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Our amazing group of youth and chaperones
is ready to head to Concordia University,
Seward, NE on July 27th.
Please keep them in your prayers
as they prepare for this journey.
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This summer’s 2015 Higher
Things Conferences will rejoice in
the gift of the Te Deum, a hymn
of praise that gives us a foretaste
of what’s happening in worship
in heaven and on earth.

We truly appreciate and are so grateful for the fantastic support that everyone has given us
for this trip. It wouldn’t be possible for us to take this great group of kids to this amazing
conference without your prayers and support! Thank You!!

Youth from our community are invited to come to
Zion’s Library for donuts, coffee, and juice, while we
discuss theology, current events, scripture passages,
ethics, and so forth.
This time is definitely geared to make the youth think
and process the Christian faith in our ever changing
and challenging American Culture.
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July 20-23
Join us for Camp Discovery
July 20-23 Monday – Thursday
9:00am to 12:00 noon
Open to Preschoolers through 6th Grade

If you are able to help with VBS in any way, please sign up on the
sheet in the Narthex or talk to Hollie, Marsha, or Mike. Thanks!!
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July
Birthdays

General Church
Cleaning

1 – Mackenzie Dietz
7 – Tallie Lukes

Tentatively scheduled for
August 2 – 8th

8 – Christina Mathias
Kevin Rasmussen
11 – Duane Orth

We are updating our General church cleaning list. If you feel
you can no longer participate and/or would like to be
removed from the General cleaning list - contact Cindy
Enderson.

14 – Ruth Asche
Gary Drevlow

Our current list consists of:

17 – Chris Mathias

15 – Matthew Asche

Cindy Linderkamp

Chelie Greenmeyer

Hollie Asche

Carmen Cavett

Jen Hansana

Brook Olson

Tana McKenna

Sandy Asche

Mary Stroh

Shellie Colemer

Stephanie Stroh

Geneva Waswick

Ella Rempfer

Diane McDaniel

Cindy Dietz

30Johnson
– Ron Greenmyer
Diane

Celeste Metzen

Sandy Mathias

Jan Swanson

31 –Haussler
Duane Bergemann
Corrine

Teresa Rodahl

Genise Arnst

Kathy Schriener

Jan Riebe

Marcia Asche

Cindy Enderson

21 – Vince Olson
27 – Jacob Greenmyer

A special Thank You to men that help with the ceiling fixtures! If
you would be willing to help us out again blessing to you! If you
want to be removed or if there are any other men that would like to
help please let Cindy Enderson know.
Dennis Linderkamp

Kevin Dietz

Mike Mlnarik

Oops! If we missed you for General Church Cleaning and
you would like to be on the list and help with the General
cleaning please contact Cindy Enderson or email
cjenderson@gmail.com.

Lonnie Hoechst
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Mission of the Month –
New Church Plant
in Watford City, ND
The ND District in convention (2015) resolved to plant a new congregation in Watford City and is asking all
ND congregations to assist financially in this effort. Watford City is a rapidly growing community as a result
of the oil industry growth. Our Lord Jesus Christ calls us to take the Gospel to all the world and proclaims “
the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send
out laborers into His harvest field” (Matt 9:37-38). Redeemer Lutheran Church of Grassy Butte will serve as
the “mother church”. A mission planter, Pastor-Elect Zelwyn Heide, has been called and will begin his work
in the Watford City area on August 16, 2015. For more information, please visit the website at
www.plantinginnorthdakota.org.

Voter’s Meeting –
Wednesday July 15 at 7:30 pm
Zion will convene the quarterly voters meeting at this
time. Topics include reports from Pastor, boards, and
officers, as well as other business.
Please plan to attend and participate in the
congregation's business.

God’s love has produced many miracles, large
and small. One of these is the life-sustaining
power of blood. We have the ability to share
this miracle of life; to pass it along to others.

Community Blood Drive
Monday July 13 Noon-6pm
Zion Lutheran Church

All members, 18 years and older,
are eligible and encouraged to vote.

Make note of these:
Pastor’s Office & Study Hours

Parish Assistant Office Hours

Monday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm
Tuesday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm
Wednesday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Thursday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm
Friday Pastor’s Day Off

Monday-Thursday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Friday Off
Email: ziongwinner@gmail.com

If Pastor is out for visitations, meetings, etc…
during the scheduled times above, he will
generally have a ‘be back soon’ sign on the
church’s front door informing you of
his estimated time of return.

Need to Contact Pastor?
Email: pastor@ziongwinner.org
Cell: 701-680-2658
Office: 701-678-2401
Blog: www.pastormattrichard.com

Please call or email either Pastor or the
Church Office if you need spiritual care,
know of somebody in the hospital needing
a visit, have prayer submissions for the
divine service, or for any other church
related circumstance.

WWW.ZIONGWINNER.ORG

6

CHIP Families
Ushers
July
th
5

Dale & Martha Asche

th

Ella Rempfer &
Teresa Rodahl

th

Randal & Michelle
Brockman

th

Kelly & Liz Neustel

12

19

26

th

23

rd

Bob Orn &
Randy Rotenberger

30

Chris & Marsha Mathias
Grace, Christina, Marcus
12507 83 St SE
Stirum, ND 58069

Allen & Diane McDaniel
8078 127 Ave SE
Gwinner, ND 58040

July 12

July 26

Rodney & Sandy Mathias
8345 124th Ave SE
Stirum, ND 58069

Joyce McDaniel
Parkside Lutheran Home
Lisbon, ND 58054

th

David & LaVonne Nelson

August

5

Adam Neustel

2nd

Taylor Grenier

12th

Reed Nelson

9th

NaKayla Halmrast

19

Grace Mathias

16st

Brady McKenna

26th

Schuyler Utecht

23rd

Troy Dietz

30th

Carissa Stroh

th

Duane & Sharon Orth

th

July 19

July

Vince & Donna Olson

th

16

July 5

Acolytes

August
nd
2
Jan Swanson &
Carmen Cavett
9

(Christians Held in Prayer)

Note: If you are unable to usher or
acolyte on your scheduled date,
we ask that you please contact
another member to switch with.

Cleaners List
28th to 4th

12th to 18th












Duane Bergemann
Rick & Dawn Gaden
Sy & Jen Hansana
Tim & Jess Peterson

Chris & Marsha Mathias
Jesse & Michele Utecht
Rodney & Sandy Mathias
Steve & Celeste Metzen
Bob Orn

5th to 11th

19th to 25th



Darlene Buchholz



Jim & Marge Asche



Mike & Corrine Mlnarik



Corey & Lauri Timmerman







Corey & Patty Essig
Naomi Vincent
Heather Swanson
Derek & Jennifer Wangler
Kevin & Dami Rasmussen

*Please remember to sign your name
on the chart on the bulletin board
by the kitchen noting which area of
the church you have cleaned*

26th to 1st






Brian & Tana McKenna
Greg & Janet Nelson
Wayne & Genise Arnst
Karren Euscher
Randy Rotenberger
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July 2015
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

2

3

No Pastor’s Study
Noon Mission
Presentation and
Potluck

Church Office
Closed

Pastor’s Day Off
Church Office
Closed

9

10

5

6

7

8

9 am Divine Service
*Communion

9 am Table Talk
10 am Staff Mtg
7:30 pm Council

10 am VBS
Canvassing

9 am Pastor’s Study
10:30 am 4 Season’s
2 pm LWML

12

13

14

15

9 am Divine Service

9 am Table Talk
10 am Staff Mtg
Blood Drive

19

20

21

22

9 am Divine Service
*Communion

NO Table Talk

*Newsletter
Material Due

9 am Pastor’s Study

SATURDAY

4

11

Pastor’s Day Off
Church Office
Closed

16

9 am Pastor’s Study
6:30 pm Higher Things
Parent/Youth Mtg
7:30 pm Quarterly
Voters Mtg

17

18

Pastor’s Day Off
Church Office
Closed

23

24

25

Pastor’s Day Off
Church Office
Closed

Camp Discovery Vacation Bible School 9 am - noon

26

27

9 am Divine Service

NO Table Talk

28

29

30

31

NO Pastor’s Study

Higher Things Youth Conference in Seward, NE Both Pastor & Tana will be out of the office this week.
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What Closed Communion Is…
and What it is Not
The following article is from Pastor Philip Hoppe's blog titled,
"Meditations of My Heart." Pastor Hoppe is pastor of Peace
Lutheran Church of Finlayson and St Paul Lutheran of Bruno.
This most excellent article is re-posted here with his
permission.

A man walks into church on a day when the Lord’s Supper will be served. He says to the usher handing out
communion cards, “You know. I have been really good this week. I should get two cards.”
This actually happened in my brother pastor’s congregation. It is a shocking level of arrogance on so many
levels. And yet, I should not be so shocked I suppose. For surely many view the way LCMS Lutherans have
agreed to practice communion together as nothing more than a way of ensuring only people good enough
get to come forward for the meal.
Our visitors surely think that is what we are doing. Since there is not enough time to truly explain our practice
or our beliefs in the three minutes before service, all they know is that others, presumably the “good people”,
will go forward while they sit in the pew and feel like everyone else is staring at them.
And sadly, it is probably how many who are going forward think as well. They think, “I went to years of
midweek and confirmation classes to get to go to this.” “I have been an LCMS member my whole life, that is
why I get to go.” “I am a member in good standing in a LCMS congregation.” Some laity police the altar
themselves in order to make sure no bad person gets up there.
But here is the truth: Closed communion is not a way of making sure only the good people get to the altar.
Much to the contrary, it is the way of seeking to assure that only those who know how bad they are come into
Jesus’ presence to find forgiveness and life.
Yes, when you declare for communion, sign that card, or put your name in the register, you are not declaring
that you are good enough to come forward but are confessing that you are painfully aware that you are sick
and are in need of the Physician. This is not like getting into the nightclub because you re perfectly dressed. It
is instead like signing in at the doctor’s office in your tattered pajamas because you do not have the strength
to change out of them.
Closed communion assures that only those who confess that they are not well come up to the rail. After all,
Jesus only eats with sinners! He eats with us sinners because He knows we need Him desperately. Only those
aware of their sin and seeking the forgiveness and life offered by Jesus in His body and blood should come
forward.
Continued on page 9
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We come forward singing, “So who am I, That I should live and He should die. Under the rod? My God, my
God, Why have You not forsaken me? O taste and see the Lord is free.”
In order to assure that only the bad come forward, we ask that people study with us the very basics of our
faith before communing. We ask them to ponder the Commandments, Creed, and Lord’s Prayer. We ask
them to marvel at the gifts of Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper. We are NOT asking them to jump
through hoops or prove how good they are. Instead we are making sure that they, with us, are willing to
confess how bad we are and how good God is to us.
We ask them to do this so that we can say with confidence that the people gathered at the altar have all
confessed publicly that they are sinners who wish to dine with Jesus and believe He is present in this meal in
His very body and blood, giving forgiveness and life.
Closed communion does not insure that only the good come forward. In fact, that guy at my brother pastor’s
congregation, is he was serious, should have been told that this meal was not for him. Closed communion
makes sure that only the bad come forward. And when they do, they meet Jesus in His body and blood,
offering just the medicine they need.
We must make this clear to visitors, to our own members, and most importantly to ourselves lest pride rob us
of the chance to dine with the One who sits down with sinners to eat.

Rev. Richard-Wokoma To Visit Zion Lutheran
Wednesday, July 1st at noon
Please bring your favorite food dish to share with those in attendance, as
the lunch aspect of this event will be handled in a Potluck way. There will
be a free-will offering at this event as well to offer our monetary support
towards the ongoing work in Africa.
Rev. P.A. Richard-Wokoma serves through The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (LCMS) in Africa. He teaches theology and history courses at JEML
(Jonathan Ekong Memorial Lutheran) Seminary in Africa. He also preaches
and presents workshops to congregations and villages throughout Africa.
Please pray for Rev. Richard-Wokoma as he serves in Africa. Pray he is
continually protected, not only as he teaches at the seminary, but also as
he travels around Africa preaching and ministering to the villagers and
congregations. Please pray also for the seminary students and their families
as they continue to sacrifice to attend the institution. Pray their hearts and
minds are open to what Rev. Richard-Wokoma teaches them. Finally, pray
that individuals and congregations here in the United States would come
alongside Rev. Richard-Wokoma to support him both financially and
prayerfully so that he may continue teaching and serving in Africa. Let us
give thanks that Rev. Richard-Wokoma serves in this part of the world!

Rev. Richard-Wokoma

On July 1st at 12:00
Noon, Pastor RichardWokoma will be visiting
Zion Lutheran Church to
present on his ongoing
work in Africa. Members
from Zion Lutheran
Church and the broader
community are invited to
attend this event.
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Zion Lutheran Church
A Church of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
THE MISSION OF ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH IS TO
CONTINUE THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST BY
BEING ROOTED IN THE WORD,
BY GROWING IN FAITH,
AND BY BRANCHING OUT
WITH THE GOSPEL

www.ziongwinnger.org
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