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It seems odd to jump so soon into the Lent Season; however, this year we find Ash 

Wednesday right before us on February 10th.  With that said though, we get to look 

forward to our Midweek Lent Services in February and March.  These services provide 

a wonderful rhythm to our weeks, as we gather together on Wednesday nights for a 

short service.  Don’t forget though, we will have some awesome soup and sandwiches 

before the service.   
  

Besides the beginning of Lent, I would also like to take a moment to mention that we 

are going to have Ed Bean at Zion.  Ed is a part of our North Dakota District and does 

work with individuals for gift planning.  There is information in this month's newsletter 

explaining a bit more about February 21st.  Furthermore, I want to mention the LYF 

event for February too.  Yes, we are having a LYF broomball game at Kelly and Liz 

Neustel's hockey rink in their back yard.    

There is also a chart in this newsletter.  Permit me to explain.  The chart is called, 

“American Lutheran Denominations – A Comparison Sheet.”  You see, over the last 

three years, one of the most frequent questions that I have received from Zion 

members, people online, friends, family, and people in the community is, "What is the 

difference between the LCMS and ______?"  I have also been asked numerous time, 

"What are the differences between the LCMS and your previous denomination that 

you colloquized from?"    

In order to answer these questions, I recently developed a simple table that compares 

and contrasts nine different Lutheran Denominations on ten different subjects.  

Several words of caution though.    

First, this is not a comprehensive document covering all the categorical differences 

and similarities between these different Lutheran Denominations.    

Second, this document is 'not' based off of official position statements, but rather are 

generalized observations - a generalized ethos.  In other words, in order to make sure 

the generalized observations of each denomination were fairly assessed, I enlisted the 

help of 5 pastors and 1 laymen for feedback and critique - individuals who have 

served and are serving in the denominations that are represented in the diagram.  
  

Finally, since this table generalizes, that means the assessments of each denomination 

may not be true for every church.  
  

I will entrust the rest of the newsletter to you for your enjoyment and reading.  I look 

forward to beginning Lent with all of you and journeying towards the cross on Mt. 

Calvary.       

In Christ, Pastor Matt Richard 
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Secretary Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Email: secretary@ziongwinner.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission of the Month - 
LCMS Disaster Response 

                

Pastor’s Office & Study Hours 

Monday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Tuesday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Wednesday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Thursday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Friday Pastor’s Day Off 

Following is a January 2016 letter to LCMS congregations from Synod President Matthew Harrison 
concerning our response to the recent natural disasters affecting central and southern states.  Your gifts to 
the Mission of the Month to support this relief effort are much appreciated.   
Thank you, Jim Asche, MOB Chairman. 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
As most of us gathered with family and friends for Christmas worship and celebrations, cities in Texas and the Deep South 
were slammed by tornadoes while historic rainfall poured down on the Midwest. In Texas alone, hundreds of homes were 
leveled, and record-breaking floodwaters in Missouri and Illinois destroyed or damaged some 2,000 homes and businesses, 
devastating numerous communities. And it’s not over. In the next few days, floodwaters will crest and create more flooding 
as they make their way to the Gulf of Mexico. Many of those affected are members of the LCMS. While we were enjoying 
Christmas, they experienced the worst events of their lives. Now their homes are in shambles. 
I’ve been at this business of mercy in disaster a long time. Since the beginning of the intensification of World Relief and 
Human Care disaster work some 15 years ago, we have not faced such a critical moment. Because of the ebb and flow of 
events and needs, our disaster funds in reserve are critically low. Luther preached, “Jesus has left us a commandment… 
that we are to render the works of mercy to those afflicted and in a state of calamity… Jesus Christ gave us the brightest 
example when he descended into our flesh and took on our penalty so that we might be saved.” 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod through LCMS Disaster Response is working with district leaders, partner 
organizations and LCMS congregations to reach out with Christ’s love and compassion as flood and storm victims recover. 
As a church body, we stand alongside our districts and congregations as they help victims and their communities begin the 
long and difficult journey to recovery. You can help. 
Our capacity to assist those most affected will depend heavily on you and other LCMS friends whom God empowers to 
respond to this special emergency appeal. 
We are beginning this response effort with existing disaster-relief funds – but we know that these available funds are far 
below what will be required to initiate and sustain a robust and meaningful response. 
Please, as the Lord has blessed you, will you provide an initial donation to support and bolster our Synod’s response efforts 
done in the name of Christ Jesus? 
 
Thank you. God bless you, the support He leads you to provide, and our Synod’s response as His baptized children. 
Pastor Matthew C. Harrison, President 

 

mailto:secretary@ziongwinner.org
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We have an amazing group of youth (49) and 

chaperones (18) from across the ND District 

committed to attending this conference. They are 

ready to Dare to Be Lutheran! 

 We will be heading to Ft. Collins, CO on July 24th. 

Please keep them in your prayers! 

 

Jesus said to them, "I am the bread 
of life; whoever comes to me shall 
not hunger, and whoever believes 

in me shall never thirst." 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 21 
2:30 pm 

 

LYF Youth are all invited to come out to the 
ice rink in the Neustel’s back yard for an 

afternoon of fun and games! 

Never played broomball before? Now is your 
chance! There is no special equipment 

required, just warm winter gear and a desire 
to have fun!  Bring a friend and join in the fun! 

 

  

 

 
The youth will be serving us during our  

Lenten Soup and Sandwich meal.  
Thank you for your generous support of these 

youth as they prepare to attend the Higher 
Things Conference this summer. 
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4 – Jesse Utecht 

6 – Genise Arnst 

8 – Sandy Asche 
 Scott Illies 

11 – Lola Decker 
 Teresa Rodahl 
 Aleaha Wangler 

12 – Darlene Buchholz 

13 – April Gaden 

14 – Rich Beaver 

15 – Pastor Matt 

18 – Dawn Gaden 

19 – Dennis Linderkamp 

20 – Diane Johnson 

22 – Rick Gaden 

23 – Cody Colemer 
       Karen Enderson 

27 – Blake Nelson 

29 – Chelie Greenmyer 

 

Family love runs deep. It often defines a person’s priorities.  

The Apostle Paul asked the Corinthian Christians to consider this 
question; ““What do you have that wasn't given to you?” 1 
Corinthians 4:7.  

Despite rampant dysfunction, families remain the cultural 
foundation for untold benefits that God gives to the world. 
Families can also breed personal trouble and societal curses.  

Being part of a family frames a person’s sense of security, respect, 
hope and service, or the lack thereof.  Parental influence is well 
documented. Its significant impact cannot be denied. Parents 
provide the key factors in a person’s values and attitudes.  

Among the many designs our Creator gave, He also gave us His 
Word about His intent for families. A family home is the place 
where children are to be nurtured, admonished (encouraged) and 
instructed to help them know God and learn to be stewards 
(managers) of all of life. The family unit provides the best 
opportunity for a person to grow in loyal love and grateful service. 

Jesus showed us that God is our heavenly Father.  Jesus, as our 
brother, understood his eternal identity and left us His example as 
a testament to exhibit all the power and wisdom that our eternal 
Father wants for us and our spiritual family.  

With this picture of ‘family’ in view, a question arises.  

When we leave this earth, what will others remember about us? 
What will the example of our own lives tell others? Will our own 
last will and testament reflect our connection with our family of 
faith? Will it point to the priorities that we held as faithful 
Christian stewards? Will it give witness to our prayer that, “Thy 
Kingdom come, on earth, as it is in heaven?”  Or will we leave no 
documentable trace of such a legacy?  

Ed Bean, of the ND District, will be with us 

here at Zion on Sunday, February 21 to 
discuss these questions and give us insight into 

how to address them. Watch for upcoming 
details, and please plan to attend. 
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Ushers 

February 

7th      Jason & Hollie Asche 

14th   Scott & Christine Bopp 

21st       Cory & Lauri Timmerman 

28th  Eric & Brook Olson 

March 

6th  Dennis & Cindy 
Linderkamp 

13th  Lonnie Hoechst  

20th  Kevin & Cindy Dietz 

27th  Jim & Marge Asche 

 

CHIP Families (Christians Held in Prayer) 
February 7 

Jan Swanson 
12248 85th St SE 
Stirum, ND  58069 

 
February 21 

Cory & Laurie Timmerman 
Samantha 
126 Maplewood Dr. 
Gwinner, ND  58040 

        Acolytes   
  

 

 
 

March 

6th   Bladen Wangler 

13th     KyAnna Halmrast 

20th  Christina Mathias 

24th     Annamarie Dudas 

25th  Allie Bopp 

27th     Howie Neustel 

 

        Cleaners List 
31st to 6th  

 Brian & Tana McKenna 

 Greg & Janet Nelson 

 Wayne & Genise Arnst 

 Kar 

 ren Euscher 

 Randy Rotenberger 

 
7th to 13th          

 Kelly & Liz Neustel 

 David & LaVonne Nelson 

 Harold & Geneva Waswick 

 John & Patti Thompson 

 

 

 

 

Note:  If you are unable to usher or 
acolyte on your scheduled date,  
we ask that you please contact 
another member to switch with. 

 

14th to 20th   

 Tim & JoAnne Rehborg 

 Gary & Kay Drevlow 

 Allen & Diane McDaniel 

 Eric & Brook Olson 
 

 

21st  to 27th  

 Rosalyn Brockman 

 Corrine Haussler 

 Dennis & Cindy Linderkamp 

 Randal & Michelle Brockman 

 

February 14 

John & Patti Thompson 
PO Box 413 
120 Main St. S 
Gwinner, ND  58040 
 

February 28  
Jesse & Michele Utecht 
Nate, Harleigh, Schuyler 
11054 97th ST SE 
Oakes, ND  58474 

 

 

*Please remember to sign your name 

on the chart on the bulletin board  

by the kitchen noting which area of 

the church you have cleaned* 

February 

7th     Matthew Asche 

14th    April Gaden 

21st     Brady McKenna 

28th   Carissa Stroh 
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February 2016 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       
        

 

  

 

    

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 Winkel in 

Fairmount 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 9 am Pastor’s Study 

2 pm LWML prayer 
service 

4 pm Confirmation 

5:15 DS Planning mtg 

 

   

 

 

 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
9 am Sunday School 

10 am Divine Service 

*Communion 

 

10 am Staff Mtg 

 

 9 am Pastor’s Study 

10:30 am 4 Season’s 
Chapel Service 

4 pm Confirmation 

5:15 pm Lenten Meal  
6:15 pm Ash 
Wednesday Vespers 

 

 Pastor’s Day Off 

 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
   

9 am Sunday School 

10 am Divine Service 

 

10 am Staff Mtg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 9 am Pastor’s Study 

4 pm Confirmation 

5:15 pm Lenten Meal 

6:15  pm Vespers 

 

 

 

 

 Pastor’s Day Off  

21 
9 am Sunday School 

10 am Divine Service 

*Communion 

Potluck Meal & Ed Bean 
Presentation 

2:30 Broomball 

 

 

22 
10 am Staff Mtg 

7:15 LWML 

 

23 
 

24 
9 am Pastor’s Study 

4 pm Confirmation  
5:15 pm Lenten Meal 

6:15  pm Vespers 

 

25 
 

26 
Pastor’s Day Off 

 

 

27 

28 29      
9 am Sunday School 

10 am Divine Service 

 

10 am Staff Mtg 

 

     

 

Life, Marriage & Religious 
Liberty Conference - Fargo 

Pastor on Vacation 
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Life, Marriage and Religious Liberty  

February 19-20, 2016 

Ramada Plaza – Fargo 

A Conference for Laity and Church Workers of the  

Minnesota North and North Dakota District 

 

Friday, February 19 

5:00 p.m. Reception (Cash Bar) 

6:00 p.m.   Banquet 
                    Mr. Timothy Goeglein, Former Special Assistant to George W. Bush and Deputy Director                                            

                    to the White House, Currently Vice-President of External Relations for Focus on the Family 

 Saturday, February 20 

 8:30 a.m. Matins 
Rev. Donald Fondow, District President, Minnesota North District LCMS, preacher 

9:00 a.m. Two Kingdoms 
Rev. Dr. James A. Baneck, District President, North Dakota District LCMS 

 9:30 a.m.  Break 

 9:45 a.m.  Religious Freedom in America 
Joseph Infranco, esq. Senior Counsel, Vice President of Alliance Coordination Alliance 

Defending Freedom, Washington D.C. 

10:45 a.m. Public Policy Advocacy 

 Representative Kurt Daudt-MN, Senator Dick Dever-ND 

 11:45 a.m. Lunch 

 1:00 p.m. Religious Freedom in America 
Joseph Infranco 

 2:00 p.m. Break 

 2:15 p.m. Panel Discussion 
Infranco, Goeglein, Daudt, Dever 

3:15 p.m.  Itinerarium 
Rev. Donald Fondow 

 Please register online at https://www.regonline.com/lifemarriageandreligiousliberty  
   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001kJ450e8om8JNpl9PuDy_9ftCeLJhy-ujQfVTJXZfEum0BoTXX7yMLRc6ywIXIEmdOy2ypK38jzjiogx8OJxNXaMrke5btGVX2wphCD-lGQNl70_RWfJ4neFey5kSSpDmWWhWMLBvmBNnWiaSyNmwewfEWwv4x1N0BojR4Kzy4kNl3ALv9tc8mUnGYyaNbl911hIIZzQZBEovyoR0Bt37RA==&c=N5VzgtSwzQRWN89MWQDUbQDiIk5Ympa5M1LzPmpC6G3XWcXNPPm9cA==&ch=4nZ7NzxD4IG-7vFC5gxLqKpPP3QKw00iTrjvQuQDEZPHliDAYicFpA==
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Zion Lutheran Church  
A Church of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

THE MISSION OF ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH IS TO 

CONTINUE THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST BY  

BEING ROOTED IN THE WORD,  

BY GROWING IN FAITH,  

AND BY BRANCHING OUT  

WITH THE GOSPEL 

Zion Lutheran Church 

PO Box 118 

Gwinner, ND  58040-0118 


