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Excerpts from the Augsburg Confession,  

concerning the Office of the Holy Ministry 
 

Article V - The Ministry 

So that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the 

Gospel and administering the Sacraments was instituted. 

Through the Word and Sacraments, as through instruments, the 

Holy Spirit is given (John 20:22). He works faith, when and 

where it pleases God (John 3:8), in those who hear the good 

news that God justifies those who believe that they are received 

into grace for Christ’s sake. This happens not through our own 

merits, but for Christ’s sake. (Augsburg Confession, Article V) 

 

Article XIV - Order in the Church 

Our churches teach that no one should publicly teach in the Church, or administer the 

Sacraments, without a rightly ordered call. (Augsburg Confession, Article XIV) 

 

Article XXVIII - Church Authority 

Our teachers’ position is this: the authority of the Keys (Matthew 16:19), or the 

authority of the bishops – according to the Gospel – is the power or commandment of 

God, to preach the Gospel, to forgive and retain sins, and to administer Sacraments. 

Christ sends out His apostles with this command, “As the Father has sent Me, even so I 

am sending you…Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are 

forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld” (John 20:21-22). And 

in Mark 16:15, Christ says, “Go…proclaim the Gospel to the whole creation.” 
 

This authority is exercised only by teaching or preaching the Gospel and administering 

the Sacraments, either to many or to individuals, according to their calling. In this way 

are given not only bodily, but also eternal things: eternal righteousness, the Holy Spirit, 

and eternal life. These things cannot reach us except by the ministry of the Word and 

the Sacraments, as Paul says, “The Gospel…is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone that believes” (Romans 1:16). There, the Church has the authority to grant 

eternal things and exercises this authority only by the ministry of the Word. (Augsburg 

Confession, Article XXVIII, paragraphs 5-10) 
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And from Luther’s Small Catechism… 
What is the Office of the Keys? 
The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to His church on earth to forgive 

the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they do not 

repent.  
 

Where is this written? 
This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples 

and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not 

forgive them, they are not forgiven.” (John 20:22-23) 
 

What do you believe according to these words? 
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, in particular 

when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and absolve those 

who repent of their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if 

Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.  
 

 

The Table of Duties 

To Bishops, Pastors, and Preachers 
The overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, 

respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 

quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see that his children 

obey him with proper respect. (1 Timothy 3:2-4) 
 

He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as 

the devil. (1 Timothy 3:6) 
 

He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage 

others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. (Titus 1:9) 
 

What the Hearers Owe Their Pastors 
The Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the 

gospel. (1 Corinthians 9:14) 
 

Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. Do not be 

deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. (Galatians 6:6-7) 
 

The elders who direct the affairs fo the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those 

whose work is preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “Do not muzzle the ox while it is 

treading out the grain,” and “The worker deserves his wages.” (1 Timothy 5:17-19) 
 

We ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and 

who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with 

each other. (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13) 
 

Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an 

account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage 

to you. (Hebrews 13:17) 
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Pre-service music is provided by Caleb Filipek, violin and Ella Filipek, singing 
accompanied by Jan Nelson 

 

T Divine Service with Rite of Installation T 
 

The congregation is invited to stand and face the cross at the back of the sanctuary.  

While singing the hymn of invocation, the congregation is invited to follow the cross, 

turning as the cross passes. 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 681 Send O Lord, Your Holy Spirit   

 

T Confession and Absolution T 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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T Service of the Word T 
 

Entrance Hymn: No Saint on Earth Lives Life to Self Alone  Amy Filipek 

Kyrie  LSB 186 

 

 
 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You led Your holy apostles to ordain pastors in every place. Grant that 

Your flock, under the guidance of Your Holy Spirit, may choose suitable men for 

the ministry of Word and Sacrament and may uphold them in their work for the 

extension of Your kingdom; through Him who is the Chief Shepherd of our souls, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading        Ezekiel 34:1–16 

 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds 

of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed 

the sheep? 3You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat 

ones, but you do not feed the sheep. 4The weak you have not strengthened, the sick 

you have not healed, the injured you have not bound up, the strayed you have not 

brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force and harshness you have 

ruled them. 5So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd, and they 

became food for all the wild beasts. 6My sheep were scattered; they wandered over all 

the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep were scattered over all the face of the 

earth, with none to search or seek for them. 

 7“Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8As I live, declares the Lord 

GOD, surely because my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food 

for all the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have 

not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed 

my sheep, 9therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 10Thus says the Lord 

GOD, Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require my sheep at their hand 

and put a stop to their feeding the sheep. No longer shall the shepherds feed 

themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for 

them. 

 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will 

seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that 

have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all 

places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I 

will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will 

bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by 

the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good 

pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they 

shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the 

mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will 

make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back 

the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat 

and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Ps. 90:1–2 

A Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

in all generations. 

C Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth  

    and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
 

Epistle           Acts 20:13–38 

 13But going ahead to the ship, we set sail for Assos, intending to take Paul aboard 

there, for so he had arranged, intending himself to go by land. 14And when he met us 

at Assos, we took him on board and went to Mitylene. 15And sailing from there we 

came the following day opposite Chios; the next day we touched at Samos; and the 

day after that we went to Miletus. 16For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that 

he might not have to spend time in Asia, for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if 

possible, on the day of Pentecost. 

 17Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come 

to him. 18And when they came to him, he said to them: 

 “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that 

I set foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that 

happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from declaring 

to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to 

house, 21testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith 

in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by 

the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit 

testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24But I do not 

account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course 

and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 

grace of God. 25And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone 

about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again. 26Therefore I testify to you this 

day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring 

to you the whole counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the 

flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, 

which he obtained with his own blood. 29I know that after my departure fierce wolves 

will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own selves will 

arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31Therefore 

be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish 

everyone with tears. 32And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, 

which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are 

sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34You yourselves know that 

these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 35In all 
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things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and 

remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.’” 

 36And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37And 

there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, 38being 

sorrowful most of all because of the word he had spoken, that they would not see his 

face again. And they accompanied him to the ship. 

A  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 20:19–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

  

  
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 

the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 

his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 
22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 

Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 

forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day: 498 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest   

 

Sermon   
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T The Rite of Installation T 
The Candidate may remain seated (signified with R).  All pastors come forward at this 

time (signified with A).  The presiding minister (signified with P), standing before the 

altar, says: 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord, through the Church’s usual order, the Reverend Aaron Filipek 

has been called by the Lord of the Church to be pastor at Zion Lutheran Church of 

Gwinner, North Dakota. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 

 O Almighty God, by Your Son, our Savior, You have always given to Your Church on 

earth faithful shepherds to guide and feed Your flock.  Therefore we pray, make all 

pastors diligent to preach Your holy Word and to administer Your means of grace, 

and grant Your people wisdom to follow in the way that leads to eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Assisting ministers read the selections of Holy Scripture.  They may conclude the reading 

by citing the Biblical reference. 
 

The Institution of the Office of the Holy Ministry 
 

P Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the institution of the Office of the Holy 

Ministry. 

A And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.”  (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 

A Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I 

am sending you.”  And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”  (John 20:21-23) 
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The Responsibilities of the Office of the Holy Ministry 
 

P Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the responsibilities of the Office of the 

Holy Ministry. 
 

A When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do 

you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 

you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.”  He said to him a second time, “Simon, son 

of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He 

said to him, “Tend my sheep.”  He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, 

do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you 

love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love 

you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.  (John 21:15-17) 
 

A Jesus said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third 

day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  (Luke 24:46-47) 
 

A For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 

night when he was betrayed took bread,  and when he had given thanks, he broke 

it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  In 

the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  (I 

Corinthians 11:23-25) 
 

A Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the 

council of elders laid their hands on you.  Practice these things, immerse yourself in 

them, so that all may see your progress. Keep a close watch on yourself and on the 

teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your 

hearers.  (I Timothy 4:14-16) 
 

A This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 

mysteries of God.  Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found 

trustworthy.  (I Corinthians 4:1-2) 
 

A Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God.  Not that we are 

sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is 

from God.  (II Corinthians 3:4-5) 
 

A. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.  All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us 

to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors for 

Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
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reconciled to God.   For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God.  (II Corinthians 5:17-21) 
 

A I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 

and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:  preach the word; be ready in 

season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 

teaching.  For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 

having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 

passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.  

As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, 

fulfill your ministry.  (II Timothy 4:1-5) 
 

A The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a 

noble task.  Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one 

wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a 

drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  He must 

manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for 

if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for 

God's church?   He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with 

conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil.  Moreover, he must be well 

thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the 

devil.  (I Timothy 3:1-7) 
 

A And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 

teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ.  (Ephesians 4:11-12) 
 

A Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 

made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 

blood.  (Acts 20:28) 

A Shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 

compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but 

eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the 

flock.  And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of 

glory.  (I Peter 5:2-4) 

 

The Strength and Promise in the Office of the Holy Ministry 
 

P Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the strength and promise God gives to 

those in the Office of the Holy Ministry. 
 

A “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 
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under people's feet. “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 

hidden.  Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and 

it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, 

so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

heaven.  (Matthew 5:13-16) 
 

A.  “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  For it is not the one who commends 

himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.  (II Corinthians 

10:17-18) 
 

A  But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been 

acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man 

of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.  (II Timothy 3:14-17) 

 

The Pastor-Elect Stands.  The Presiding Minister addresses him: 
 

P Dear brother in Christ, the Lord grant that you receive and keep these words in your 

heart so that you may be strengthened and encouraged in your labors. 
 

 God gathers His Church by and around His Holy Gospel and thereby also grants it 

growth and increase according to His good pleasure.  That this may be done, He 

has established the Office of the Holy Ministry into which you have been called and 

ordained by the Church and consecrated by prayer and the laying on of hands.  It is 

fitting that you should again acknowledge the responsibilities of this holy office in 

which you are to serve as pastor at Zion Lutheran Church, Gwinner, ND.  

 In the presence of this congregation and before our Lord God to whom you must 

give an account now and at the Last Day, I now ask you: 
 

 Do you acknowledge that the Lord has called you through His Church into the 

ministry of Word and Sacrament? 

R I do. 

 

P Do you believe and confess the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments to 

be the inspired Word of God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 

R Yes, I believe and confess the canonical Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and 

the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

 

P Do you believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds, namely, the Apostles’, the 

Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds, as faithful testimonies to the truth of the Holy 

Scriptures, and do you reject all the errors which they condemn?    
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R  Yes, I believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds because they are in 

 accord with the Word of God.  I also reject all the errors they condemn. 

 

P Do you confess the Unaltered Augsburg Confession to be a true exposition of Holy 

Scripture and a correct exhibition of the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church?  And do you confess that the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the 

Small and Large Catechisms of Martin Luther, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise on 

the Power and Primacy of the Pope, and the Formula of Concord – as these are 

contained in the Book of Concord – are also in agreement with this one scriptural 

faith? 

R Yes, I make these Confessions my own because they are in accord with the Word of 

God. 

 

P Do you promise that you will perform the duties of your office in accordance with 

these Confessions, and that all your preaching and teaching and your 

administration of the Sacraments will be in conformity with Holy Scriptures and with 

these Confessions? 

R Yes, I promise, with the help of God. 
 

P Will you faithfully instruct both young and old in the chief articles of Christian 

doctrine, will you forgive the sins of those who repent, and will you promise never 

to divulge the sins confessed to you?  Will you minister faithfully to the sick and 

dying, and will you demonstrate to the Church a constant and ready ministry 

centered in the Gospel?  Will you admonish and encourage the people to a lively 

confidence in Christ and in holy living? 

R Yes, I will with the help of God. 

 

P Finally, will you honor and adorn the Office of the Holy Ministry with a holy life?  

Will you be diligent in the study of Holy Scripture and the Confessions?  And will 

you be constant in prayer for those under your pastoral care?   

R I will, the Lord helping me through the power and grace of His Holy  Spirit. 

 

Presentation of the Shepherd’s Crook 
 

P Throughout the Scriptures, the most often used description of the relationship 

between the Lord and His people is that of a Shepherd and his sheep.  There seems 

to have been no better way to convey the close, intimate concern of our Lord for 

His people than to use this illustration. 

 So when our Lord spoke of His servants who would be Pastors, He describes them 

as the under shepherds of Himself, the Great Shepherd of the sheep.   
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 The Shepherd's crook has become the symbol of the Pastor/Shepherd of the flock 

over which the Holy Spirit has made him an overseer. It is a symbol of love and 

care, of feeding and nurturing, of guiding and leading, of defending and protecting. 
 

 The North Dakota District gives you this Shepherd's crook as a symbol of your 

Office.  We ask you to place it where it will always remind you of your Office and 

the responsibilities given you by our Shepherd, Jesus Christ. Let it be a constant 

reminder to you of the privilege you have been given, and the accountability, which 

you will give, for the care for His sheep. 
 

 I present to you this shepherd’s crook.  "And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you 

will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away."  (1 Pet 5:4 NIV) 

 

 ASSISTING PASTORS SPEAK APPROPRIATE BLESSING OR PASSAGE AT THIS TIME  

____________________________ 
 

The presiding minister and the newly Installed turn to face the congregation.  

The presiding minister addresses the congregation, and then says: 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, Holy Scripture says, “Obey your leaders and submit to their 

authority.  They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey 

them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 

advantage to you.”  (Hebrews 13:17) 
 

P Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, you have heard the solemn promise of him 

called to be your pastor.  Will you receive him, show him that love, honor, and 

obedience in the Lord that you owe to the shepherd and teacher placed over you 

by your Lord Jesus Christ, and will you support him by your gifts and fervent prayer?  

If so, then answer:  We will, with the help of the God. 

C We will, with the help of God. 
 

P Will you honor and uphold your pastor as he serves Christ in all his God-pleasing 

responsibilities?  Will you aid him as he cares for his family?  Will you be diligent to 

“put the best construction on everything,” recognizing that “love covers a multitude 

of sins”?  If so, then answer: We will, with the help of God.   

C We will, with the help of God. 
 

P The Almighty and most merciful God strengthen and assist you always. 
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To the Pastor-Elect: 
 

P Rev. Aaron Filipek, are you willing and ready to assume this public trust and 

responsibility? 

R I am. 
 

P Aaron Filipek, I install you as pastor of Zion Lutheran Church, Gwinner, ND in the 

name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 

great Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with 

everything good that you may do His will, working in your that which is pleasing in 

His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
 

All Stand 
 

P  Let us pray. 

 Merciful God and Father, You have graciously promised that, through the preaching 

of the crucified Christ, those who believe in Him will be saved.   

 By Your Holy Spirit grant grace to Aaron, whom You have given to be pastor at Zion 

Lutheran Church, Gwinner, ND.  Grant him readiness and steadfastness in this 

ministry, patience, understanding, and great zeal.  Support and strengthen him in 

Your service that by Your Word Your Church may be built and increased; through 

Your Son, our great High Priest, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty and most merciful God and Father, through Your only-begotten Son, 

Jesus Christ.  You have established Your Church to be a temple and dwelling place 

of the Holy Spirit.  We give thanks that You continue to provide shepherds to feed 

and serve Your flock in which the Holy Spirit has made them overseers.  We humbly 

implore You ever to strengthen the labors of Your ministers, that through their 

ministry of Word and Sacrament Your people may increase in Your knowledge and 

service and grow up into Him who is the head, even Jesus Christ, to whom, with You 

and the Holy Spirit, be all glory now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The Presiding minister addresses the Pastor-Elect: 
 

P Go, therefore, and be a shepherd of the Good Shepherd’s flock.  Preach the Word of 

God; administer the holy Sacraments; offer prayer for all the faithful; instruct, watch 

over, and guide the flock among which the Holy Spirit has placed you.  Do it not for 

earthly gain but with great joy, for you have been called not to lordship but to serve 
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His flock.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of 

glory that will never fade away. 
 

 The almighty and most merciful God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

The presiding minister and assisting pastors return to their seats and the service 

continues with the newly installed pastor administering the Service of the Sacrament. 
 
   

Communion at Zion 
At Zion Lutheran Church we follow the historic Christian practice of communion being for members 

only. This is not a recent innovation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, but rather, membership 

communion has been the universal practice of the Church for many centuries. In fact, to this day, it is 

still practiced by the majority of Christian Churches around the world. 
 

Our practice of membership communion (also known as closed communion) is prompted by our love, 

care, and concern for people. We observe communion for members only to protect those of a different 

confession from possibly taking the Lord’s Supper to their judgment and harm. (See 1 Cor. 11:27-32) 

Furthermore, since the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration of unity, we desire no divisions at the altar 

but joyful unity in the same teaching and confession of faith. (See 1 Cor. 10:16-17). 
 

If you are not a confirmed member in good standing of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Congregation, we ask that you do not commune today.  

However, please know that we look forward to having you at the Lord’s Table soon. Pastor Filipek 

sincerely invites you to visit with him about becoming a member of Zion Lutheran Church,  

so that you may be ready to partake of this great gift of communion with us. 

 

T Service of the Sacrament T 
Preface  LSB 194 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 

not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 

eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 

new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus  LSB 195 
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Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

      as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver T us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 198 
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Sit 

Distribution Hymns 
 

594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It   

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 

633 At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing 
 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 
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Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

 
  

 

 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

Salutation and Benedicamus  LSB 201 
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Benediction  LSB 202 

 
 

 
 

The congregation is invited to remain standing and face the cross at the front of the 

sanctuary.  While singing, the congregation is invited to follow the cross,  

turning as the cross passes. 
 

Recessional Hymn: 682 God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets Sons 
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Cover Artwork 

The cover artwork by Edward Riojas combines traditional symbols for the Office of the Holy Ministry. The 

stole bears images of Baptism and Holy Communion. In the center are the keys, the symbol of Absolution 

(Matthew 16:19). The shepherd's cross is a traditional symbol for Christ, the Good Shepherd, and His pastoral 

under-shepherds. At the bottom is Luther's seal, a rich symbol of the Lutheran Church and the Holy Gospel 

we preach. It prominently features the cross: Christ crucified is the heart of our faith, from which true peace 

and joy flower.  Image copyright 2012 Edward Riojas. Used by permission. 
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Pastor Aaron Matthew Filipek, son of Kim and 

Linda Filipek, was born on March 12, 1979 in Minot, 

North Dakota. He was baptized into Christ on April 

15, 1979 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  He was also 

confirmed at St. Paul’s on April 4, 1993. 
 

Pastor Filipek was raised in Burlington; a small town 

just outside of Minot. In 1997, he graduated from 

Des Lacs-Burlington High School. After graduation, 

he continued his education at Minot State 

University earning a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Music Education with a concentration in percussion 

performance. During his undergraduate years, 

Pastor Filipek met his wife, Amy Dahl of Crosby, 

North Dakota who was also majoring in music 

education. They were married in June, 2000.  It was 

during this time that Pastor Filipek began 

contemplating the ministry and becoming a pastor. 
 

Pastor Filipek and Amy moved to St. Louis, Missouri 

in August of 2001 where he attended Concordia 

Seminary. While there, he and Amy attended St. 

Lucas Lutheran Church in South St. Louis City. One 

of the high-points of his seminary education was 

his year of vicarage in Olathe, Kansas, at Beautiful 

Savior Lutheran Church where he served under the 

supervision of Pastor Mark Frith.  

 

Upon completion of seminary, Pastor Filipek received a call to his vicarage congregation and 

was ordained and installed on July 23, 2006. He served as Associate Pastor of Beautiful Savior 

until August, 2009. 
 

In September of 2009, Pastor Filipek was installed as Pastor of Zion Lutheran Church in 

Newton, Kansas where he served until November, 2018.  
 

Pastor Filipek enjoys being a husband, father, pastor, and spending time with his family. His 

hobbies include music (drum set and percussion), riding motorcycle, reading, and spending 

time outdoors (hunting, fishing, camping, etc.). 
 

Pastor Filipek and Amy have been blessed with three children: Ella, born in 2005; Caleb, born 

in 2008; and Andrew, born in 2011. 
 

Pastor Filipek, Amy, Ella, Caleb, and Andrew consider it a blessing to join the saints at Zion 

Lutheran Church in Gwinner, North Dakota. They are glad to be in North Dakota. Pastor Filipek 

is thankful to serve the Lord and His people at Zion, Gwinner. 


