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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
420 1st Street SE
PO Box 118
Gwinner, ND
701.678.2401
www.ziongwinner.org
Divine Service 10:00 am Every Sunday

October 2017
Newsletter

We Only Turn 500 Once!
By: Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard
This October marks the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. To celebrate
the Reformation, many individuals are making special trips to Germany to visit
historic sites, whereas other people are brushing up on their Lutheran history by
reading biographies on Martin Luther. There are also a bunch of documentaries on
the Reformation being released, along with a new Martin Luther Movie.
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So, what are we doing at Zion for the 500 Anniversary? Since we only turn 500
once, we are going to gather with our fellow LCMS Churches in the Southeast Circuit
for a joint Reformation Celebration on Sunday, October 29th.
Here is the plan! The Divine Service begins at 10:00am at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Great Bend. We intend to meet at the Zion Lutheran Parking lot at 8:30am. Once
gathered, we can carpool together to Great Bend (which is about 50 minutes away)
for a service with the other ten churches within our circuit.
A lot of time and preparation has gone into this service, so you will not want to miss
this historic event: many organists, a choir, singing together with 400 other people,
hearing the Gospel, and receiving the Lord’s Supper. Epic!
Following the service, there will be a Reformation “Brat-luck Pot-Luck.” Brats and
pulled pork will be provided, and we are invited to bring a side dish. A large tent will
be available for everyone to eat under.
Finally, there will be a Circuit Softball game. Whether you play softball or not, this
will be a great event to play together with our LCMS brothers and sisters from our
circuit.
We only turn 500 once. That is a reason to celebrate together with our other
Lutheran brothers and sisters in our circuit!
Please contact me or Tana if you have any further questions, comments, or concerns
regarding the upcoming Reformation Service on October 29th at 10:00 AM in Trinity
Lutheran, Great Bend.
Happy 500th Anniversary,
Pastor
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The Next 500 Years?
By Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard

There is no doubt about it that
the Lutheran Reformation has
had a tremendous influence
on the church, economy, and
world affairs for the last 500
years. However, what does
the Reformation hold for us in
the next 500 years?
Now, it might be easy to conclude that the
Lutheran Church will not survive the next 500
years by only looking to her decline in America.
For example, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
America has lost over 1.2 million members and
over 1,500 churches since its beginning in 1988
(i.e., that is about a 23% decline). And, though
not as drastic as the ELCA, The Lutheran Church
– Missouri Synod has also lost members,
especially since the early 2000’s.
But do not let the loss of numbers deceive you
into thinking that the Reformation has somehow
become irrelevant. You see, the losses in
numbers in the ELCA are primarily due to the
liberal decisions within the ELCA regarding its
support of things such as same-sex marriage.
But what of the LCMS? The main reason for the
decline in the LCMS is attributed to a decrease in
the number of babies. Yes, LCMS Lutherans are
having fewer children than they once did (down
70% from the 1950s). To the point; it is
misleading to believe that the reason for the
decline in the Lutheran Church is due to a
deficiency in theology or a problem in the
church’s liturgy. That is to say; the decline is ‘not’
due to the Lutheran Church not being hip enough
or contemporary enough. Rather, the primary
reason for the decrease in the Lutheran Church in
America is due to an abandoning of our theology
(i.e., ELCA) and simply having fewer babies (i.e.,
LCMS).

So, what can we expect over the next 500 years
for the Lutheran Church? Though I cannot
predict the future, it is encouraging to see that
recent research is showing that younger adults
are now craving and yearning for churches that
have a clear-robust theology, combined with the
ancient liturgy – Churches like the LCMS. David
Kinnaman in his book, You Lost Me: Why Young
Christians are Leaving Church… And Rethinking
Faith, states, “After countless interviews and
conversations, I am convinced that historic and
traditional practices, and orthodox and wisdomladen ways of believing, are what the next
generation really needs.” We hear the same
sentiments echoed by other authors as well.
Gracy Olmstead in her book, Why Millennials
Long for Liturgy, states, “The millennial
generation is seeking a holistic, honest, yet
mysterious truth that their current
[contemporary] churches cannot provide. . . .
Protestant churches that want to preserve their
youth membership may have to develop a
greater openness toward the treasures of the
past.”

What does this
mean?
It means that the historic Lutheran Church of the
confessions, with its rich and clear theology,
combined with its historic and sacred liturgy is
positioned quite well for the next 500 years. In
fact, while there is a temptation for the church to
try and look relevant through superficial worship
practices, we can know that our traditional
practices (i.e., Lutheran Service Book) are what
the next generation needs. While there is a
temptation to adopt liberal theology (to keep up
with the ideologies of our culture, supposedly),
we can know that the wisdom ways of believing
(i.e., the Book of Concord) are what the next 500
years need.
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October
Birthdays

July 24-27, 2018
University of Kansas – Lawrence, KS
Let Pastor or Tana know if you are
interested in attending

Registration opens November 1

1 – Brady McKenna
2 – Lonnie Hoechst
3 – Taylor Grenier
LaVonne Nelson
7 – Brady Anderson
8 – Dakotah Stroh
14– Kayla Brockman
15 – Reid Opdahl
16 – NaKayla Halmrast
20 – Jacie Enderson

Wed Oct 25 @ 4pm
Confirmation and LYF Youth are going to watch
the Luther Movie in the Fellowship Hall.
Bring your sleeping bag, bean bag, or comfy
pillow and celebrate the Reformation while we
watch this epic movie.

21 – Phillip Enderson
Annamarie Dudas
22 – Kendall Johnson
23– Randal Brockman
24– Jason Asche
28– Dennis Hickman
31 – AJ Enderson

Quarterly Voters Meeting – Wednesday November 1 at 7pm
Topics include reports from Pastor, boards, and officers, 2018 mission goal, holiday worship times,
Pastor's 2018 salary, and election of officers.
Offices up for election are chairman, MOB Elder, secretary, and trustee.
Please plan to attend and participate in the congregation's business.
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Mission of the Month
Christian Education

Contributions will be used to support
students, from our Zion congregation, who
are pursuing a career in church work at one of
our Concordia Universities or Concordia
Seminaries. This includes Pastoral Ministry
studies, Director of Christian Education
studies, Lutheran Teacher studies, and
Deaconess studies.
Currently, this includes Joseph Greenmyer
who is in pre-seminary studies at Seward, NE.
Thank you for your support.

LWML Sunday
October 1
LWML encourages all women to find joy in Bible
study, mite giving, mission service, and reaching
the lost and hurting for Christ. Check out our
website at www.lwml.org.

Make note of these:

Special notice: Tana will be filling in at the NS school office
from October 4-13 while Jan Hovind is on medical leave. I will
have access to email, and will stop in to the church office
every afternoon, so please send or leave a note if you need
anything. Thanks for giving me this opportunity to serve my
neighbor and help Jan out in a time of need. Tana

Pastor’s Office & Study Hours

Parish Assistant Office Hours

Monday Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Wednesday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Thursday, Friday noon to 5:00 pm

Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Wednesday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm
Email: ziongwinner@gmail.com

If Pastor is out for visitations, meetings, etc…
during the scheduled times above, he will
generally have a ‘be back soon’ sign on the
church’s front door informing you of
his estimated time of return.

Need to Contact Pastor?
Email: pastor@ziongwinner.org
Cell: 701-680-2658
Office: 701-678-2401
Blog: www.pastormattrichard.com

Please call or email either Pastor or
the Church Office if you need spiritual
care, know of somebody in the
hospital needing a visit, have prayer
submissions for the divine service, or
for any other church related
circumstance.
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CONFESSIONS READING GROUP

WHAT IS A CONFESSIONS READING GROUP?
A Confessions Reading Group is a set time of the month where
individuals join with their pastor to read the Book of Concord and
discuss it. The pastor does not prepare ahead of time. He is simply
there to clarify matters along the way as the group takes turns
reading parts of the Lutheran Confessions. Some sessions will find
the group reading a few pages of the confessions, while other
times there may be such lengthy and profound discussion and
Bible searching that only a paragraph or two are read.

WHY THE BOOK OF CONCORD?

The Lutheran Confessions: Reader’s Edition... over 100,000 Sold

The Lutheran Confessions are 10 special statements of faith that
we use as the basis of what we believe and why. These
statements of faith were laid forth by men who stood up to
spiritual tyranny, sometimes in the face of possible death, during
the first 1,600 years of the Christian Church. More specifically,
what are these 10 statements about? Since these statements are
drawn from the Bible, they summarize the Gospel of Jesus and
they also help protect the church/families from errors that attempt
to ensnare and destroy. Furthermore, the Book of Concord is not
just a book for theologians in ivory towers, but large portions of it
were written by laymen and for laymen. For example:
confirmation students study portions of the Book of Concord each

Come and enjoy some Lutheran Beverages

week, while other portions of the Book of Concord are intended to
be taught to fathers so that they might lead their families in the
faith.

YOU ARE INVITED TO:

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS GROUP?

The Gwinner Men’s Reading Group
Featuring the Book of Concord

The purpose of this group is twofold.
First, it is always good to get together with fellow brothers. There
is something revitalizing about simply gathering together with a
group of guys apart from work, to simply ‘be’ and enjoy a

Location:

Gwinner, ND

refreshing Lutheran beverage.
Secondly, we live in a day and age where a deeper study of what
we believe and why is needed. Therefore, what better way to be
grounded in the Lord’s Word than learn from the confessions of

The Springs Golf Course

Dates:

October 11th and November 8th

Time:

7:00 PM to 8:00 PM

men who came before us; men who fought spiritual tyranny, men
who robustly served their church and family, and men who were
compelled by the message of Christ-crucified to risk their lives for
the sake of truth!

To learn more, contact Matt Richard at 701680-2658.
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IT’S TIME to gear up for an
exciting time of packing
shoeboxes
for children around the world!

Operation
Christmas
Child
The Shoe Box Gift sponsored by
Zion Evening LWML
Sharing Christ’s love in a tangible way has
been the heartbeat of Operation Christmas
Child for 20 years. When Samaritan’s Purse
first adopted the project in 1993, we never
imagined that such simple gifts could help
inspire generations of people to be givers. If
there is one thing we have learned in the
years since, it is that these gifts can be filled
with great power when they are packed with
love, covered in prayer, and sent in the Name
of Jesus.
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How can I help?
Pray: Pray that God will touch the heart of
every child who receives a shoe box gift.
Pack a Gift: A shoe box filled with small toys
and other gifts can open hurting hearts to
God’s love.
Donate: Donate items for Shoe Box Gifts.
Donate $7 for shipping costs.
We will be collecting items for the shoe boxes
until November 5th.
All filled shoe boxes must be at the church by
November 12th.
They will be delivered to a collection site
during Collection week November 13-19.

Watch for more information coming
on how to fill a shoe box and a list of
Gift Ideas.
Empty shoe boxes will be available
in the fellowship hall.

That power is evident in the lives of the
millions of children around the world who
have received a shoebox gift, heard the Good
News of Jesus Christ, and graduated from The
Greatest Journey follow-up discipleship
classes. But it also is shown in the generations
of families who have grown up packing
shoeboxes and are now teaching their own
children to give through Operation Christmas
Child.

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.” James 1:17
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CHIP Families
Ushers
th

15

Betsy & Collin Greenley

nd

Kevin & Cindy Dietz

22

October 15

Paul & Vicki Roeder
305 8th Ave
Milnor, ND 58060

Jody Schreiner
NaKayla, KyAnna
PO Box 607
Gwinner, ND 58040

Roger & Kathy Schreiner
12530 79th St SE
Stirum, ND 58069

Heather Swanson

th

October 1

October 8

October
st
1
LWML Sunday
8

th

Andy & Stephanie Stroh
Carissa, Annika, Dakota,
Maverick
400 4th Ave SE
Gwinner, ND 58040

Acolytes

19
23

th

rd

Joey & Cindy Enderson

1st

Rick & Dawn Gaden
Jay & Karen Enderson

Note: If you are unable to usher,
count or acolyte on your
scheduled date, we ask that you
please contact another member to
switch with.
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Halle Nelson

15th

Annika Stroh

22nd

Autumn Gaden

Heather Swanson
Nora, Lennon
212 2nd St SE
Gwinner, ND 58040

Counters

Evan Asche

th

October 29

October 22

November
th
5
Naomi Vincent,
Tina Vincent
12

(Christians Held in Prayer)

1st

Rodney & Sandy Asche

8th

Brian McKenna,
Marsha Mathias

15th

Jay Enderson
Jason Asche

22nd

Gary Drevlow
Michelle Brockman

Cleaners List
1st to 7th

15th to 21st











Darlene Buchholz
Jim & Marge Asche
Karren Euscher
Corey & Laurie Timmerman

Grover & Jan Riebe
Ron & Chelie Greenmyer
Scott & Christine Bopp
Corey & Patty Essig

8th to 14th

22nd to 28th












Duane Bergemann
Rick & Dawn Gaden
Sy & Jen Hansana
Andrew & Katie Greenmyer

Chris & Marsha Mathias
Jesse & Michele Utecht
Rodney & Sandy Mathias
Steve & Celeste Metzen
Bob Orn

*Please remember to sign your name
on the chart on the bulletin board
by the kitchen noting which area of
the church you have cleaned*

29th to 4th






Naomi Vincent
Heather Swanson
Tina Vincent
Steve & Agnes Dudas
Jozsef & Judit Olah
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October 2017
SUNDAY

1

MONDAY

2

TUESDAY

3

WEDNESDAY

4

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

NO Pastor’s Study
NO Kids Club
NO Confirmation

9 am Sunday School for
adults and children
10 am Divine Service
*Communion

ND District Pastors’ Conference in Minot

8

9

9 am Sunday School for
adults and children
10 am Divine Service

Pastor’s Day Off

15

16

10

11
9am Pastor’s Study
2 pm LWML
3:30 pm Kids Club
4pm Confirmation
7 pm Men’s Confessions
Study @ The Springs

17

18
NO Pastor’s Study
NO pm Kids Club
NO Confirmation

9 am Sunday School for
adults and children
10 am Divine Service
*Communion

International Winkel – Pastor on Vacation

22

23

24

25

9 am Sunday School for
adults and children
10 am Divine Service
with guest Pastor

Pastor’s Day Off

10 am Staff Mtg
*Newsletter
Material Due

9am Pastor’s Study
10:30 am 4Season’s Chapel
3:30 pm Kids Club
4pm Luther Movie
7:15 pm LWML

29

30

31

1

10 am Reformation
Divine Service at Trinity
Lutheran in Great Bend

Pastor’s Day Off

10 am Staff Mtg

7 pm
Quarterly Voters Meeting
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SE Circuit
Reformation Celebration
Divine Service
with Holy Communion

Sunday, October 29
10 am
Trinity Lutheran Church
Great Bend, ND

Brat-luck Pot-luck
Brats and Pulled Pork plus all the trimmings will
be provided - bring a dish to share.

Attractions
Group Photo
Reformation items for sale
Softball game
Martin Luther selfie station
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Zion Lutheran Church
A Church of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
THE MISSION OF ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH IS TO
CONTINUE THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST BY
BEING ROOTED IN THE WORD,
BY GROWING IN FAITH,
AND BY BRANCHING OUT
WITH THE GOSPEL
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