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Gwinner, ND
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Divine Service 10:00 am Every Sunday

July & August 2017
Newsletter
Baptized Saints,
I am excited to let you know that we have recently updated our church
website! Simply go to www.ziongwinner.org to see the updates! One
of the features that I want to draw your attention to is the feature
to download our Sunday bulletins. In other words, on the main page
of the website you can download the previous week's bulletin in the
event that you happened to miss. You can also download the
upcoming Service Bulletin as well. Typically the upcoming Service
Bulletins will be on the website by Thursday or Friday of each
week. This is a great added feature for those that miss our service or
for those of you who might be watching the service live from
Facebook. (Note: if you want to watch the service live on Facebook,
there is a link to that on the main page too. You do not need to be on
Facebook to watch the service live)
Secondly, I want to make a brief mention of Vacation Bible School
happening in July! Please, make sure to let your family and neighbors
know about VBS! It will be July 17-19th from 9AM to 1PM. More
information about VBS is in this newsletter.
Finally, please keep our youth in your prayers as they travel to the
Higher Things Conference in Indiana. We have about 8 youth and
adults from our church venturing out to the Higher Things Conference
at the end of the month of July.
As this is the July and August Newsletter, please take the time to look
through the rest of this newsletter so that you can stay informed
throughout sometimes busy summer months.
The Lord bless and keep you!
-Pastor
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Should we take a hammer and a chisel to the Jesus of the Bible and shape Him into our own personal
Jesus? Of course not! However, this does not stop North Americans from swinging a hammer upon a
chisel. Now, I am not referring to a literal hammer and a literal chisel, but I am talking about the way
in which people fashion the Jesus of the Bible and Creeds into an image of their choosing. You see,
our mind works like a hammer and chisel, forming the real Jesus into a creature of our making –
carving out that which is uncomfortable and adding enhancements to please our desires. Remaking
Jesus into the image of our choosing results in people having the ability to avoid the real Jesus of the
Bible, while also avoiding the sometimes difficult decision of entirely rejecting the Lord.
Creating a false christ in the imagination of the mind makes sense, though, in our North American
culture. We are a culture that personalizes just about anything – playlists, food, smartphones, and
gifts. So why can’t we customize a Jesus too? And this is precisely what we do. Going the way of
idolatry we redefine Jesus according to the image, desires, dreams, hopes, and aspirations of our
choosing. We create false christs such as the Giver of Bling, the Feminized, the Mystical Friend, the
National Patriot, the Moral Example, the New Moses, and the Mascot. That is to say; we typically
reshape and reform Jesus into the image of ourselves, for life is easier when Jesus is redefined to fit
our personal agendas and dreams. Or, so we think.
While we might believe that we are doing ourselves a favor in creating false christs, the reality is that
these pseudo-christs are insufficient. They are indeed inadequate, for they are not able to forgive our
sins – they have no power to recompense sin. Furthermore, none of these false christs can resurrect
us from the dead – they have no power over the jaws of the grave. They crumble and fall at the
slightest discomfort. They smash to the ground as we trip and fall into the traps of our own sin and
despair. They stare back at us with vacant eyes as we plead for salvation.
The reason why these false christs cannot forgive sin and cannot resurrect dead people from the
grave is simply that they are not real. Like a craftsman who cuts down a tree and carves the tree into
an idol one day and then the next day decides to use it as firewood for his cooking stove, these false
christs are essentially puppets of their creators. (See Isaiah 44:9–20 as a good description of idolatry.)
In other words, since these false christs are created by individuals to match their own prevailing
presuppositions, they are susceptible to changing presuppositions—an invented savior one moment
and firewood the next. These false christs are frail and will never have more power than those who
create them, which means that they cannot overcome sin, death, the devil, and the world. Because
these false christs are created by individuals who would rather reinterpret Jesus than reject Him
entirely, these false christs may possess qualities of the real Jesus, as described in Scripture, yet fail to
capture the full essence of the Almighty One, the Savior of our body and souls.
continued on pg.3
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The title of the book is, “Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?” This is not only a question but also our
desperate plea of wanting the real Jesus to stand up in the midst of all false christs present in our
culture. It is a question and a request for the real Jesus to stand up so we can clearly see who He is and
hear about what He has done. But here’s the incredible news: Jesus is already standing. Yes, the real
Jesus is already standing, whereas, all the false christs are truly not able to stand on their own. In fact,
they are either propped up by our own strivings or dangled as puppets from the strings of our own
presuppositions. The real Jesus, however, stood in our place as He became flesh and blood. He walked
through the wilderness of depravity on our behalf. He conquered the temptations to which we so easily
succumb. He truly stood in our place in every way, drinking the vile cup of our suffering and sin. He
stumbled up a lonely hill and was displayed on a bloody cross. His body was pierced, and blood and
water poured out for us—for each and every one of us who are desperately holding on to tattered,
hollow fake christs. I pray that these idols fall to the ground and smash open, as we hear about the
mighty earthquake and believe that the curtain that separated us from a holy and righteous God has
been torn in two.
The real Jesus declared from His cross, high above the false idols of our own creations, that “It is
finished!” All our sins have been atoned for. Then, after having done what He came to do, dying in our
place, He rises up, takes His seat at the right hand of the Father in glory, and makes Himself known
through His Word and Sacraments. Indeed, through the Word and Sacraments, we not only hear who
Jesus is and what Jesus did, but we receive Him and His benefits of forgiveness, life, and salvation. And
even though our culture and our own lives are like a bunch of reeds blowing in the winds of change, the
Word of God does not change. It remains forever. (See Isaiah 40:7–8 about the unchanging Word of
God.) What this means is that we can meet the real Jesus right here and right now. Through God’s Word,
we hear that the real Jesus is God of God (John 1:1), Light of Light (1 John 1:5), very God of very God (1
John 5:20), begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father (John 10:30), by whom all things
were made (Colossians 1:15–17); who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven (John
6:38) and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man (Matthew 1:18); and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate (Mark 15:15). He suffered and was buried. (Matthew
16:21). And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father (John 20:17). And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead (Acts 1:10-11), whose kingdom will have no end (Luke 1:33).

This is the real Jesus, the real Jesus you and I do not
deserve, but certainly, need. This is the real Jesus
who is for you. This is the real Jesus who has drawn
near to you in His Word to reveal Himself to you, so
you might receive Him by faith and be His own. This
is the real Jesus: Christ crucified and resurrected,
the only one who forgives sin and grants
everlasting life. The real Jesus who is for you.
To read more, order "Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up? 12
False Christs" at:www.cph.org/RealJesus
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1 – Mackenzie Dietz

1 – Eric Olson

2 – Iris Meyer
Isti Dudas

9 – Jan Swanson

7 – Tallie Lukes
Alex Opdahl
8 – Christina Mathias
11 – Duane Orth
13 – Cory Timmerman
14 – Ruth Asche
Gary Drevlow

10 – Stephanie Stroh
Kinsey Olson
16 – Andy Stroh
19 – KyAnna Halmrast
Steve Metzen
20 – Wayne Arnst
Marjorie Fuss
21– Scott Bopp

15 – Matthew Asche

22 – Patti Thompson

17 – Chris Mathias

23 – Annika Stroh

22 – Jozsef Olah

26 – Harleigh Utecht

27 – Jacob Greenmyer

28 – Spencer Brockman

30 – Ron Greenmyer

29– Alice Decker
Diane McDaniel

31 – Duane Bergemann

30 – Stefan Dudas
31 – Allie Bopp

Pastor’s Office & Study Hours

Parish Assistant Office Hours

Monday Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Wednesday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Thursday, Friday noon to 5:00 pm

Monday-Thursday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Friday off
Email: ziongwinner@gmail.com
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Mission of the Month - July
Faith Comes By Hearing

This July, express your appreciation for our service
members by providing them a Military BibleStick. This small
digital audio player is designed specifically for the safety of
deployed troops. Each one includes the complete Audio
New Testament along with 65 minutes of selected Psalms.

Mission of the Month – August
Gwinner First Responders

The First Responders are a group of men and women from
our community who give their time and service when called
upon. They have jobs and families; but when 911 calls, they
drop everything in order to help those in need. These folks
are a valuable resource in our community. God has certainly
blessed Gwinner with a dedicated group of individuals who
are willing to serve when emergencies arise. The First
Responders are always in need of updated equipment and
supplies.

God’s love has produced many miracles, large
and small. One of these is the life-sustaining
power of blood. We have the ability to share
this miracle of life; to pass it along to others.

Community Blood Drive
Monday July 11 Noon-6pm
Zion Lutheran Church

If you would like to donate, please see Tana in
the office for an available time. Thanks!

Sargent County Food Pantry
Gwinner Location
Community Center on Main
OPEN EVERY TUESDAY
1-4 pm
Needed items:
shortening, flour, brown sugar,
powdered sugar, pancake syrup, dry
beans, shampoo/conditioner
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Here I Stand – 2017
Valparaiso University

July 24-28
"Here I stand." That's daring to
be...Lutheran! What words! What a theme!
So on this 500th anniversary of Dr. Luther's
firing the Gospel shot heard around the
Church, Higher Things is excited to continue
to stand and confess the Gospel with Dr.
Luther at our 2017 Summer Conferences.
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CHIP Families (Christians Held in Prayer)
Ushers
July
rd
3
th

9

th

16

Dale & Martha Asche
Karren Euscher &
Jan Swanson
Randal & Michelle
Brockman

rd

Kelly & Liz Neustel

th

Alex & Sam Opdahl

23
30

July 2

July 23

August 13

Kelly & Liz Neustel
Adam, Howie, Sadie, Harry
PO Box 562
Gwinner, ND 58040

Eric & Brook Olson
Kinsey, Connor
PO Box 451
Gwinner, ND 58040

Duane & Sharon Orth
120 Maplewood Dr
Gwinner, ND 58040

July 9

July 30

Jozsef & Judit Olah
170 Maplewood Dr
Gwinner,ND 58040

Alex & Samantha Opdahl
Liam, Reid
142 Maplewood Dr
Gwinner, ND 58040

July 16

August 6

Donna Olson
406 4th Ave SE
Gwinner, ND 58040

Bob Orn
8194 127th Ave SE
Gwinner, ND 58040

13

th

20

th

27

Tim & JoAnne Rehborg
8056 132nd Ave SE
Gwinner, ND 58040

Bob Orn
David & LaVonne Nelson

2

nd

9

th

16
23
30

th
rd
th

2nd to 8th
Darlene Buchholz
Jim & Marge Asche
Karren Euscher
Corey & Lauri Timmerman

Annika Nelson

Duane & Shelli Bergemann
Rick & Dawn Gaden
Sy & Jen Hansana
Andrew & Katie Greenmyer

Marsha & Jason

th

Jay & Gary

rd

Michelle & Bob

th

Sandy & Rodney

to






Grover & Jan Riebe
Ron & Chelie Greenmyer
Scott & Christine Bopp
Corey & Patty Essig

Chris & Marsha Mathias
Jesse & Michele Utecht
Rodney & Sandy Mathias
Steve & Celeste Metzen
Bob Orn

*Please remember to sign your name on
the chart on the bulletin board by the
kitchen noting which area of the church
you have cleaned*

23

6th

30

Annika Stroh

th

6

th

13

Kinsey Olson

th

27

Halle Nelson

22nd

August

20th

Evan Asche

16th







th

9

13th Autumn Gaden

Anna Dudas

23rd to 29th

9th to 15th

Rodney & Sandy

16

Howie Neustel

th

20

Tallie Lukes

Counters

nd

2

July

Cleaners List






August 27

Duane & Sharon Orth

Note: If you are unable to usher or
acolyte on your scheduled date,
we ask that you please contact
another member to switch with.






Pearl Rehborg
483 4th St SW
Forman, ND 58032

Acolytes

August
th
6
Greg & Janet Nelson
th

August 20

th

27

Brian & Marsha
Jay & Jason
Gary & Michelle
Bob & Brian

30th to 5th






Naomi Vincent
Heather Swanson
Tina Vincent
Steve & Agnes Dudas
Jozsef & Judit Olah

6th to 12th




Brian & Tana McKenna
Greg & Jan Nelson
Wayne & Genise Arnst

13th to 19th





Kelly & Liz Neustel
David & LaVonne Nelson
Geneva Waswick
John & Patti Thompson

20th to 26th





Jason & Hollie Asche
Jay & Karen Enderson
Alex & Sam Opdahl
Andy & Stephanie Stroh

27th to 2nd





Rosalyn Brockman
Corrine Haussler
Dennis & Cindy Linderkamp
Randal & Michelle
Brockman
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July 2017
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

10 am Divine Service

Pastor’s Day Off

Church Office
Closed

NO Pastor’s Study

9

10

11

12

10 am Divine Service

Pastor’s Day Off

10 am Staff Mtg

9 am Pastor’s Study
2 pm LWML

18

19

Blood Drive

16

17

10 am Divine Service
*Communion

6

7

8

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

NO Pastor’s Study
6:30pm VBS Program
7 pm Midweek
Divine Service
8 pm Quarterly Voters

Mighty Fortress Vacation Bible School 9 am – 1pm

23

24

10 am Divine Service

25

26
NOPastor’s Study

Higher Things Youth Conference in Valparaiso, IN Both Pastor & Tana will be out of the office this week.

30

31

10 am Divine Service
*Communion

Pastor’s Day Off

WWW.ZIONGWINNER.ORG
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August 2017
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

1

2

Pastor’s Day Off

10 am Staff Mtg

9 am Pastor’s Study

6

7

8

9

10 am Divine Service
*Communion

10 am Staff Mtg
Pastor’s Day Off

9 am Pastor’s Study
2 pm LWML

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3

4

5

10

11

12

Pastor is in St. Louis
Pastor is on Vacation

13

14

15

10 am Divine Service

16

17

18

19

24

25

26

NO Pastor’s Study

Pastor is in St. Louis
Pastor is on Vacation

20

21

22

23

10 am Divine Service
*Communion

Pastor’s Day Off

10 am Staff Mtg

9 am Pastor’s Study

27

28

29

30

10 am Divine Service

Pastor’s Day Off

10 am Staff Mtg

9 am Pastor’s Study
7 pm Midweek Divine
Service

31

Pastor on vacation

Zion Lutheran Church
A Church of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
THE MISSION OF ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH IS TO
CONTINUE THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST BY
BEING ROOTED IN THE WORD,
BY GROWING IN FAITH,
AND BY BRANCHING OUT
WITH THE GOSPEL

Gwinner, ND 58040-0118
PO Box 118
Zion Lutheran Church

