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This series of newsletter articles is going to give answers to many “Why?”
questions concerning liturgy, Divine Service, etc. Keep reading to learn Why
Lutherans do what they do! Taken from Eckardt, Burnell. Why? A Layman’s Guide
to the Liturgy. Malone, TX: Repristination Press, 1998 – 2005.
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Such a small thing is the sign of the holy cross, one wonders why anyone
should be so stubborn as to continue to make that sign when so many find it
so offensive. So also, why should the matter of how we hold our hands when
praying be something over which we have to be so unbending? Or yet again,
why does a pastor continue to dress in clerical garb every day, when some find
even that offensive? There are numerous matters like these which could flesh
out the list, matters which appear quite unworthy of such an unyielding
comportment on our part: how we vest, how we sing, the kinds of words we
speak, etc. Matters such as these lead the uninformed to ask why we are so
stubborn, and hence lead also others to insist that we quit being so
bullheaded about them. These are matters of adiaphora (unessential things),
are they not? Yet these are the matters which win for some of us the charges
of being unyielding, unbending, and unwilling to work with people.
Why do we insist on these things when we could just as well preach the same
Gospel without crossing ourselves all the time, without holding our hands
palm to palm, without dressing every day as if we were off to church? Nay, we
could do it better, some would allege, for we would not have to contend with
controversy over unessential matters; why, these things are lower in rank
even than what our dogmatics books would call secondary non-fundamental
articles! Surely we could yield here, could we not?
When confessional instincts drive us, we sometimes cannot exactly come up
with the answer all at once. After all, there is no false doctrine in not making
the sign, or in not praying thus and so, or in dressing in suit and tie for work-aday pastoral duties.
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But that should lead no one to suppose there is no good answer. What may be said first of all about this kind of
stubbornness is that it is not likely just for the sake of some personal quirk on our part that we get stoic about
some things others would cast into the not-worthy-it category. Gilbert Meilaender put the matter quite well
once in an issue of First Things:
It cannot be simply my personal view, my personal cause. For that alone I would scarcely risk or endure
isolation. Few “opinions” of mine are likely to mean as much to me as my good name among colleagues.
So if it is my cause that is at stake, that good name is likely to trump other considerations. No, the truth
we think we understand must have about it an impersonality; it cannot simply be one’s own private view
or opinion. (First Things 47 [November 1994]: 34)
There is another very good reason for this inclination to retain certain practices even if
some will find them offensive. David’s prayers give the reason: “Zeal for Thy house hath
consumed me” (Ps. 69:9); “my zeal hath consumed me”(ps. 119:139). So also we see
Jesus, who for this zeal drove the moneychangers and their oxen and sheep and doves
all out of the temple, poured out their money, and overthrew their tables. “Then His
disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up’” (St.
John 2:17). Now one could as well say the same of Jesus’ behavior as many have said
about the behavior of certain confessing Christian pastors. Jesus did not have to pour
out their money and overturn their tables. Certainly that was a matter of adiaphora. He
could as well have complained to the officials, or incited the people; He could have used
other means which would have imperiled His own fame far less that this.
Why did He do that? The answer is zeal for God’s house. This is exactly the reason we confessing pastors are
counted stubborn over some of the things we do. They all pertain to worship, they all pertain to the liturgy, and
most especially to the blessed Sacraments. The holy sign exalts Baptism and invites the Sacrament of the Altar.
The “praying hands” (which many have as statues on their shelves but never praying in that posture, palm to
palm, on the ends of their own arms!) portray the serenity of faith staid on the one thing needful, that toward
which the one praying faces, that which is upon the altar. The clerical garb calls daily attention to the office
which is pre-eminently carried out in the place where such garb is especially called for. These matters are
matters of faith, and of zeal. One thing is needful; hearts of faithful preachers (and people), staid on that one
thing, will tend not to notice, and certainly not to heed, the gainsayers and their railing. For it is not that they
have made some determination to be stubborn about unnecessary things, nor to portray some sort of criticism
toward others who don’t do it that way; rather, it is simply that zeal has eaten them up. They could not turn
back; faith made them do it; truth made them do it; their minds and their bodies are captive to the Word of God.

Yes, you read that right…Higher Things is
coming to North Dakota next summer! Let Pastor
or Tana know if you are planning to attend –
registration opens on November 1. Remember
that we have funds available since we were not
able to attend last year due to COVID.

Adults….this is a great opportunity to get a
glimpse of what our youth have been
experiencing for the last 5 years. You can attend
HTFAD (Higher Things for a Day). Talk to Tana for
more information.

Mission of the Month
LCMS Disaster Response
3 – Logan Essig
5 – Michelle Brockman
Earthquakes, hurricanes, fires, floods and tornados—Lord have mercy!

7– Ellie Helm

In the midst of chaos, the Church — together with the generous gifts of
faithful Lutherans — brings peace and calm through acts of mercy and the
comforting Word of Christ.

11 – Jay Enderson

The Church continues to come alongside those who are rebuilding their
lives, sticking around well after most other groups have returned home.
To learn more about how your gifts are used, please visit
https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/disaster-response

16 – Andrew Greenmyer
Grover Riebe
18 – Hollie Asche
19 – Jan Riebe
20 – Caleb Filipek
Sam Helm

Food Pantry Needs:

21 – Joseph Greenmyer

Dish & Laundry Soap,
Peanut Butter, Jelly,
Soup, Cereal

22– Greg Nelson
26– Annah Greenmyer
30– Carissa Stroh

Thank you for your generous support!

31 – Howie Neustel

Pastor’s Study Hours

Parish Assistant Office Hours

Friday is Pastor’s Day Off

Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Wednesday 9:30am to 5:00 pm
Email: ziongwinner@gmail.com

Generally, Pastor is in his study Monday –
Thursday. However, he will be in and out
for visitations, meetings, etc.
If you would like to meet with him,
please contact him directly.

Please call or email either Pastor or the Church
Office if you need spiritual care, know of
somebody in the hospital needing a visit, have
prayer submissions for the divine service, or
for any other church related circumstance.

Advent Services
Wednesdays
December 2,9,16
6:30pm

The Congregation at Prayer
The Order of Meditation and Prayer
Invocation:
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Christmas 1 (Dec 27-Jan 2)
Old Testament:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Isaiah 11:1-5
Psalm 89:1-8
Galatians 4:1-7
Luke 2:22-40

Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting.
Amen.

Hymn of the Month:
LSB 336 “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending”

The Small Catechism: Sacrament of the Altar
Nov 29-Dec 5 What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
Dec 6-12
Where is this written?
Dec 13-19 What’s the benefit of this eating & drinking?
Dec 20-26 How can bodily eating & drinking do such great things?
Dec 27-Jan 2 Who receives this Sacrament worthily?

Morning Prayer:
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,
Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from
all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.

Readings:
Advent 1 (Nov 29-Dec 5) Ad Te Levavi
Old Testament:
Jeremiah 23:5-8
Psalm 24
Epistle:
Romans 13:8-14
Gospel:
Matthew 21:1-9
Advent 2 (Dec 6-12) Populus Zion
Old Testament:
Malachi 4:1-6
Psalm 50:1-15
Epistle:
Romans 15:4-13
Gospel:
Luke 21:25-36
Advent 3 (Dec 13-19 Gaudete
Old Testament:
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85
Epistle:
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Gospel:
Matthew 11:2-11
Advent 4 (Dec 20-26) Rorate Coeli
Old Testament:
Deuteronomy 18:15-19
Psalm 111
Epistle:
Philippians 4:4-7
Gospel:
John 1:19-28

Prayers:
In our Prayers this week at Zion:
Use your weekly bulletin and include the prayer requests
listed in each week’s bulletin.
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Evening Prayer:
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,
Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this
night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen.
Blessing:
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Word of the Month
Terms Relating to Worship and God’s House

Lectionary
A list of appointed Scripture readings for the Sundays,
festivals, and occasions of the Church Year.

Hymn of the Month: 336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer Families
Ushers
December
6th

Chris & Marsha Mathias

13th Scott & Christine Bopp

December 6

December 13

Jason & Hollie Asche
Drew, Matthew, Evan
12725 80th St SE
Stirum, ND 58069

Rodney & Sandy Asche
309 4th Ave SE
Gwinner, ND 58040

December 20
Ruth Asche
312 1st St SE
Gwinner, ND 58040

December 27
Duane & Shelli Bergemann
438 5th Ave NW
Gwinner, ND 58040

20th Gary & Kay Drevlow

Acolytes

24th Brian & Tana McKenna
25th Jim & Marge Asche
27th Randal & Michelle Brockman

December
6th

Counters
December
2nd Jim Asche & Marsha Mathias

13th
20th
24th

Caleb Filipek

Sam Helm & Jason Asche

9th

Gary Drevlow & Michelle Brockman

13th Bob Orn & Jim Asche

25th Lily Gaden

16th

27th Connor Olson

20th Rodney & Sandy Asche
24th Marsha Mathias & Jason Asche

Note: If you are unable to usher, acolyte, or
count on your scheduled date,
we ask that you please contact another
member to switch with.

25th Sam Helm & Gary Drevlow
27th Michelle Brockman & Bob Orn

Cleaners List
29th to 5th

6th to 12th












Jason & Hollie Asche
Jay & Karen Enderson
Alex & Samantha Opdahl
Andy & Stephanie Stroh
Eric & Brook Olson

6th

Tim & JoAnne Rehborg
Gary & Kay Drevlow
Allen & Diane McDaniel
Eric & Brook Olson

*Please remember to sign
your name on the chart
on the bulletin board
by the kitchen noting
which area of the church
you have cleaned*

13th to 19th

20th to 26th

27th to 2nd

















Scott & Teresa Illies
Duane & Sharon Orth
Jody Schreiner
Roger & Kathy Schreiner
Dustin & Keisha Schreiner

Dale & Martha Asche
Joey & Cindy Enderson
Lonnie Hoechst
Derek & Jennifer Wangler

Rodney & Sandy Asche
Collin & Betsy Greenley
Teresa Rodahl
Kevin & Cindy Dietz

December 2020
SUNDAY

6

MONDAY

7

10 am Divine Service
*Communion
11:15 am Catechesis

13

14

10 am Divine Service
*Communion
11:15 am Catechesis

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

2

10 am Staff Mtg

9 am Catechesis
3:15 pm Kids’ Club
4pm Confirmation
6:30pm Advent Prayer Service

8

9

10 am Staff Mtg

9 am Catechesis
3:15 pm Kids’ Club
4pm Confirmation
6:30pm Advent Prayer Service

15

16

10 am Staff Mtg

9 am Catechesis
3:15 pm Kids’ Club
4pm Confirmation
6:30pm Advent Prayer Service

THURSDAY

3

FRIDAY

4

5

Pastor’s Day Off

10

11

12

Pastor’s Day Off

17

18

19

Pastor’s Day Off

20

21

22

23

24

25

10 am Divine Service
*Communion
11:15 am Catechesis

2 pm LWML

10 am Staff Mtg

NO Catechesis
NO Kids’ Club
NO Confirmation

5 pm
Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Service of
Lessons and
Carols

10 am Christmas
Day Divine
Service with Holy
Communion

27

28

29

30

31

NO Staff Mtg

NO Catechesis
NO Kids’ Club
NO Confirmation

10 am Divine Service
*Communion
11:15 am Catechesis

SATURDAY

26

