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Blessed Saints of Zion,
Jesus says, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life,
what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what
you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can
add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you anxious about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither
toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not
much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be
anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or
‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things,
and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you. “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble.” (Matthew 6:25-34)
It might be easy during this continued time of quarantine to be anxious. At
this point you might have many other feelings besides anxiety too. Perhaps
you are also feeling depressed, lonely, sad, cheated out of normal life, and
the list can go on. It is easy to get caught up in all of this and despair.
When we have these feelings, often times it is because we are focused
inward on ourselves and the world around us. Our focus goes to the cares
of this life and our feelings and we lose focus. Oh we of little faith! Lord, I
believe, help my unbelief!
Continued on pg 7
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The Congregation at Prayer
The Order of Meditation and Prayer
Invocation:
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting.
Amen.
Psalm:
Palm Sunday (April 5-11)
Psalm 32
Easter (April 12-18)
Psalm 118:19-29
Easter 2 (April 19-25)
Psalm 33
Easter 3 (April 26-May 2)
Psalm 23
The Small Catechism: 10 Commandments & Meanings
April 5-11
Fifth Commandment
April 12-18
Sixth Commandment
April 19-25
Seventh Commandment
April 26-May 2
Eighth Commandment
Readings:
Palm Sunday (April 5-11)
Old Testament:
Epistle:
Gospel:
Easter (April 12-18)
Old Testament:
Epistle:
Gospel:
Easter 2 (April 19-25)
Old Testament:
Epistle:
Gospel:
Easter 3 (April 26-May 2)
Old Testament:
Epistle:
Gospel:

Zechariah 9:9-12
Philippians 2:5-11
Matthew 26:1-27:66
Job 19:23-27
1 Corinthians 5:6-8
Mark 16:1-8
Ezekiel 37:1-14
1 John 5:4-109
John 20:19-31
Ezekiel 34:11-16
1 Peter 2:21-25
John 10:11-16

Hymn of the Month:
LSB 457
“Jesus Christ is ris’n today”
Prayers:
In our Prayers this week at Zion:
Use your weekly bulletin and include the prayer requests
listed in each week’s bulletin.
The Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Morning Prayer:
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,
Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from
all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.
Evening Prayer:
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,
Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this
day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this
night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen.
Blessing:
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Word of the Month
Terms Relating to Worship and God’s House

Funeral Pall
Large, white cloth that covers the casket, reminding us
that we are clothed in Christ’s righteousness,
through Baptism (Gal 3:27).

Hymn of Invocation: 457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

Text and tune: Public domain

“Seek first the
kingdom of God and
His righteousness.”
This is our focus now
more than ever!
If we keep our eyes
focused on Jesus,
who has already
conquered sin, death,
and the devil,
what is there to be
anxious about?

Mission of the Month
Issues, Etc. is The Radio Voice of the Lutheran Faith for the
21st Century. The program, hosted by Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod Pastor Todd Wilken, features expert guest
interviews on Scripture, church history, Reformation theology,
timely social issues and more.
Issues, Etc. has been on the air for 29 years and is produced by
Lutheran Public Radio, Inc. in Collinsville, IL. For more
information, and to listen, please visit the website
www.issuesetc.org.

10 – Rodney Asche
11 – Kevin Dietz
Vivian Halvorson
Jody Schreiner
Paul Roeder
Mark McFarland
13 – Connor Olson
15 –Brandon Enderson

Through your support of the Mission of the Month, we can
partner with Issues, Etc. as they broadcast a Christ-Centered,
Cross-Focused message around the world!

16 – Cindy Dietz
17 – Slatin Essig
21 – Marsha Mathias

Food Pantry Needs List
Juice
Peanut Butter
Baked Beans
Mac-n-cheese
Canned fruits/veggies

25 – Dale Asche
Laurie Timmerman
26 – Autumn Gaden
29 – DeShaun Epps

Pastor’s Study Hours

Parish Assistant Office Hours

Friday is Pastor’s Day Off

Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Wednesday 9:30am to 5:00 pm
Email: ziongwinner@gmail.com

Generally, Pastor is in his study Monday –
Thursday. However, he will be in and out
for visitations, meetings, etc.
If you would like to meet with him,
please contact him directly.

Please call or email either Pastor or the Church
Office if you need spiritual care, know of
somebody in the hospital needing a visit, have
prayer submissions for the divine service, or
for any other church related circumstance.

Saints of the Christian Church
April 6

April 21

Lucas Cranach, Albrecht Duerer, Artists

Anselm of Canterbury

Lucas Cranach (1472-1557), a close friend of Martin
Luther, was a celebrated painter of portraits and altar
pieces and a producer of woodcuts of religious
subjects. Albrecht Duerer (1471-1528), a native of
Nuernberg, Germany, was one of the most learned of
Renaissance artists and also an ardent admirer of
Martin Luther. His paintings and woodcuts include
examples of the splendor of creation and skilled
portrayals of biblical narratives. Both Cranach and
Duerer are remembered and honored for the
grandeur of their works of art that depict the glory
and majesty and the grace and mercy of the triune
God.

April 20
Johannes Bugenhagen
Johannes Bugenhagen (1485-1558), from Pomerania
in northern Germany, was appointed pastor of
Wittenberg in 1523 through the efforts of Martin
Luther and thus served as Luther's own pastor and
confessor. One of the greatest scholars of the
Reformation era, he helped translate the New
Testament into Low German and wrote a
commentary on the Psalms. He also worked to
organize the Lutheran Church in northern Germany
and Denmark, journeying to Copenhagen where he
crowned both King and Queen and consecrated
seven men to the offices of
superintendent and bishop.

Born in Italy in 1033, Anselm is most closely
associated with England, where he served as
Archbishop of Canterbury for many years. A brilliant
scholar and writer, Anselm used his political skills
with the British kings on behalf of the established
Christian church, affirming that it is the leadership of
the church and not the state which has the
responsibility of establishing structure and
maintaining order among the clergy. Anselm is
especially remembered for his classic book, Why God
Became Man, which taught that the reason for the
incarnation was that Jesus, the Son of God, would
suffer and die in place of sinners..

April 24
Johann Walter, Kantor
Johann Walter (1496-1570) began service at the age
of 21 as a composer and bass singer in the court
chapel of Frederick the Wise. In 1524, he published a
collection of hymns arranged according to the church
year. It was well received and served as the model for
numerous subsequent hymnals. In addition to serving
for 30 years as kantor (church musician) in the cities
of Torgau and Dresden, he also assisted Martin
Luther in the preparation of the Deutsche Messe
(1526). Walter is remembered as the first Lutheran
kantor and composer of church music.

Prayer Families
Ushers
April

5th

Andy & Stephanie Stroh

9th

Greg & Janet Nelson

12th

Ron & Chelie Greenmyer

19th

Joey & Cindy Enderson

26th

Sam & Beka Helm

April 5

April 12

Mark McFarland
315 3rd Ave NW #208
Gwinner, ND 58040

Brian & Tana McKenna
Mike, Brady
304 4th Ave SE
Gwinner, ND 58040

April 19

April 26

Steve & Celeste Metzen
PO Box 165
304 3rd St
Milnor, ND 58060

Dorne Meyer
1838 Park Blvd
Fargo, ND 58103

Acolytes

Counters

5th

Autumn Gaden

5th

Rodney and Sandy Mathias

12th

Tallie LUkes

12th

19th

Halle Nelson

Sam Helm
Jason Asche

26th

Annika Stroh

19th

Gary Drevlow
Michelle Brockman

26th

Bob Orn
Jim Asche

Note: If you are unable to usher or acolyte
on your scheduled date,
we ask that you please contact another
member to switch with.

Cleaners List
5th to 11th

19th to 25th












Duane & Shelly Bergemann
Rick & Dawn Gaden
Sam & Beka Helm
Scott & Christine Bopp

Chris & Marsha Mathias
Rodney & Sandy Mathias
Steve & Celeste Metzen
Bob Orn

12th to 18th

26th to 2nd













Grover & Jan Riebe
Ron & Chelie Greenmyer
Andrew & Katelyn Greenmyer
Corey & Patty Essig

Steve & Agnes Dudas
Naomi Vincent
Heather Swanson
Tim & Tina Vincent

*Please remember to sign your name
on the chart on the bulletin board
by the kitchen noting which area of
the church you have cleaned*

Message from Pastor continued….
If you read all of Jesus’ words above you also see many promises. We live by faith, and not sight. Faith
clings to the promises of God. Your Heavenly Father knows you need food, clothing, and shelter and He
will provide. You have the promise of God that He will care for you. Lord, I believe, help my unbelief!
“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.” This is our focus now more than ever. If we keep
our eyes focused on Jesus, who has already conquered sin, death, and the devil, what is there to be
anxious about? Our Lord Jesus has given you faith that trusts in Him. He has given you a faith that has
overcome all the fear, anxiety, and troubles this world has to offer. It is not that you need to be strong. It
is that He is strong. He is your peace in the midst of anxiety. He is your strength in the midst of
weakness. He is faithful in the midst of our unbelief. You are reminded of this as He gives you Himself in
His Word and in His Sacraments. With this in mind, I know it is challenging as we are not physically
gathering for services.
Here is the latest updated information:
It is with great sadness and with much consternation and regret that the leadership of Zion, along
with Pastor Filipek, have elected suspend all public services at Zion for a few more weeks. All
other activities are also cancelled for this brief period of time. This is effective until APRIL 30, due
to COVID-19 and the threat to our people, many of whom are already fragile.
Pastor Filipek will still lead the services (Holy Week, Easter, and Sundays) on Facebook Live. Also,
Confirmation Sunday will be moved to a later date. Please watch for more announcements
regarding this.
We will reassess on April 29th, and if the Lord wills, perhaps we can get together again in May,
though of course there's no guarantee. What is guaranteed, however, is that the Lord will not
leave nor forsake his flock, for our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. If
you have any needs, please call Pastor Filipek directly. You may also read Pastor Filipek's original
letter for helpful information. It is included on the next page, and can also be found on FB and
at ziongwinner.org. The Lord be with you all!
I want to reiterate that the church is not closed. It is open. I continue to be available at church for
counseling, communion, prayer, help with confirmation, studying the Scriptures and the like. The world
needs the church. Jesus is essential! At the same time, if your conscience tells you to stay home, then
stay home. I would gladly care for you as best I can over the phone or another way.
Please continue to gather around God’s Word. Use your newsletter for guided family/personal
devotions. If you want resources call me and I can email or mail you our resources to use as a family or
with your kids. Watch the online services.
In the midst of all of this, please know that I miss seeing you all. I miss gathering around God’s gifts with
you. Know that I love being your pastor. I am here for you even in these challenging days. Most
importantly, know that Jesus has not left us. He is still here for us in His Word. He will sustain us to the
end and gather us to Himself. Come quickly, Lord, Jesus! With our eyes focused on Jesus, knowing we
are forgiven. We are saved. Jesus will sustain us. So, “do not be anxious about your life” - today,
tomorrow, the next day, or ever.
Christ’s Peace,
Pastor Aaron M. Filipek

Original Letter from Pastor Filipek (March 19)
Blessed Saints of Zion,
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The
Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:4-7)
It seems hard to rejoice at a time like this. Every day it seems the news changes and more and more
uncertainty sets in. We aren’t exactly sure what to think, say, or do. Guidelines for gathering in groups
have changed from 250 to 50 to 10. It certainly seems like anxiousness, worry, and fear are easier than
rejoicing. We can rejoice only because we have Jesus! He and He alone will guard our hearts and minds,
and give us peace.
With everything going on right now, what does this mean for the saints at Zion? The following difficult
decision has been made. It is with great sadness and with much consternation and regret that the
leadership of Zion, along with Pastor Filipek, have elected to cancel all public services at Zion. All other
activities are also cancelled for this brief period of time. This is effective until April 2, due to COVID-19
and the threat to our people, many of whom are already fragile. We will reassess on April 1st, and if the
Lord wills, perhaps we can get together again in time for Palm Sunday, though of course there's no
guarantee.
In the meantime, I am reminded of Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:20: “For where two or three are gathered
in my name, there am I.” Just because our church is not gathering in large numbers, doesn’t mean that
we don’t need Jesus now, more than ever. “It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.” We can still march on in the name of Jesus. Our church is not
shut down. Here are a few thoughts.


Facebook Live I will still lead our Wednesday night Lent services (6:30 pm) and our Sunday
morning services (10:00 am) live on Facebook. You can download the bulletin from our website
(ziongwinner.org) and follow along. Bulletins will also be printed an on a table in the narthex if
you would like to stop by and pick one up.



Offerings I know times might be getting tough financially for some of us, if not all of us. The
church still has bills, utilities, salaries, and a budget to keep going. Please keep giving an offering.
It might be easy to overlook, but it is important.
o Mail it to the church.
o Drop it by the church if you are out around town buying groceries etc.
o Online giving (If you need help doing this, you can follow directions in the bulletin or call
Tana at the church office).



Parishioner needs Do you need groceries delivered? Medications picked up? Are you financially
struggling? Please let me know so I can coordinate help for you.



Daily Prayers Please use your Newsletters daily. Every month I include the Congregation at
Prayer. It gives you a devotion to follow with included Bible Readings, Catechism Readings, and
Prayer. Let us gather around God’s Word. Let us also remember one another, our community,
country, leaders, medical professionals, teachers, pastors, the sick, etc. in our prayers.



Pastoral Care I am not at this time able to enter hospitals and nursing homes. I will be calling our
shut-ins. If you are in the hospital, please let me know.



Be the Body of Christ I encourage you to call, text, write, or email one another. Encourage each
other. The elders of Zion and I are going to try our best to call and check in on people.



Resources Tana and I are working on a list of resources for you to use at this time. We will send
these out to you at a later time. If you would like to borrow a hymnal or theological book let
Pastor Filipek know.



Confirmation I am working on how to best catechize our confirmands and will let parents and
students know in the next few days.



Word & Sacrament I am going to be cautious for the benefit of my neighbor. However, I am
going to be at church during regular hours. If you want to stop in for prayer, Holy
Communion, counseling, confession, go through an order of service with me, or just chat, I
am here. Just as we can go grocery shopping, check our mail, pick up packets from the school,
drive through at the bank, etc. so you can stop by church. We will have hand sanitizer set up as
you come in. The church will be clean and wiped down so you can pick up a bulletin in person,
leave an offering, etc. We can still practice social distancing in a clean environment.



Stay home If you are sick, recovering from a sickness, have low immunity, are at high risk, or just
don’t want to get out, DON’T!
STAY HOME!



Christian Love I know that many decisions are being made in many aspects of our lives. People
are trying their best who have to make decisions. Be patient with others, forgive others, speak well
of others, even in your opinion differs with the choices being made.

These are a few thoughts at this time. There are probably many more I have missed, but I wanted to
communicate these at this time.
Most importantly, above all else, remember the Gospel! Jesus died for you. Jesus guards, keeps, and
protects your hearts and minds. Rejoice! Don’t be anxious. Jesus died for you. Jesus rose for you. He
promises you forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. Jesus said, “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (St. Luke 12:32). So, fear not. Rejoice! Do not worry. Rejoice! Do
not be anxious. Rejoice! Our Lord Jesus, has not and will not leave nor forsake you, His flock, for our help
is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. The Lord be with you all!
Christ’s Peace,
Pastor Aaron M. Filipek
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