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Steward’s Shrewdness Sanctified 

“The master commended the dishonest manager for 

his shrewdness” (Luke 16:1–9). The steward’s 

shrewdness is praiseworthy for two reasons. First, he 

knew the master would be merciful. He trusted that 

the master would honor the debts he forgave in the 

master’s name. In the same way, though we have 

squandered our heavenly Father’s possessions in 

selfishness and sin, Jesus is the Steward who has 

canceled our debt, knowing that His forgiveness will 

be honored by the Father because of the holy cross. 

Secondly, the steward was shrewd in using oil and 

wheat to provide for his earthly welfare. So also do 

these earthly elements aid us when pressed into 

heavenly use in the anointing of baptism and the 

wheat of the Lord’s Supper. Those who have the 

Sacraments will have an eternal home when their 

earthly home fails. These provide us aid in times of 

temptation (1 Cor. 10:6–13). For the Lord is our 

strength and a shield to all who trust in Him (2 Sam. 

22:26–34). 

mailto:pastor@ziongwinner.org
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T A WORD ABOUT THE DIVINE SERVICE T 
 

If you were to ask most people what “worship” is, they might 

say, “Worship is praising the Lord” or “Worship is what human 

beings do to express their thanks to God” or “Worship is going 

to church,” or something like that. While there is some truth to 

each of these answers, they do not adequately describe the 

main purpose of Lutheran worship. 
 

We Lutherans have a unique perspective on worship. We know that God’s Word and 

His holy Sacraments are His precious gifts to us. They are the tools the Holy Spirit uses 

to give us forgiveness, life and salvation. The main purpose of Lutheran worship is to 

receive these gifts from God. 
 

Our Lutheran Confessions explain this truth as follows: “The service and worship of the 

Gospel is to receive good things from God” (Apology to the Augsburg Confession, 

Article  IV.310). 
 

I am not sure whether we have adequately emphasized this important truth. God gives 

His gifts. We receive them. That is the main purpose of Lutheran worship. He does this 

as His Gospel is proclaimed, as His Word is read, as His forgiveness is announced and 

sinners are absolved, and as we receive our Lord’s body and blood in Holy Communion. 

In these wonderful ways, God is present with us, His people, drawing us to Himself and 

giving us what we need so much-His mercy, forgiveness, love, joy, peace, power and 

comfort! The purpose of worship, therefore, is to be gathered by God around His gifts. 
 

Having clearly established this important point, I need to say that it would be wrong to 

assume that we are merely passive participants in the worship service. Listen to the 

beautiful introduction to Lutheran Worship. 
Our Lord speaks and we listen. His Word bestows what it says. Faith that is born from what is 

heard acknowledges the gifts, received with eager thankfulness and praise.  Saying back to Him 

what he has said to us, we repeat what is most true and sure…  The rhythm of our worship is 

from him to us, and then from us back to him. He gives his gifts, and together we receive and 

extol them. We build one another up as we speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs (Lutheran Worship, p. 6). 
 

How true!  God speaks. We listen. Then we speak the great “amen” of faith, saying, 

“Yes, yes, this is true!”  Praise God for His mercy in permitting us to receive His gifts! 

Praise God for drawing us together around His gifts!  

 
_________ 
By: A.L. Barry A Presentation to the Real Life Worship Conference: Seven Theses on Worship 
Denver, Colorado (February 1998) Lutheran Worship: 2000 and Beyond 
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T Confession and Absolution T 

 

Hymn of Invocation: 728 How Firm a Foundation 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T Service of the Word T 

Introit Psalm 54:1–3, 7; antiphon: vv. 4–5 

P Behold, God is my helper; 

 the Lord is the upholder of my life. 

C He will return the evil to my enemies; 

 in your faithfulness put an end to them. 

P O God, save me, by your name, 

 and vindicate me by your might. 

C O God, hear my prayer; 

 give ear to the words of my mouth. 

P For strangers have risen against me; ruthless men seek my life; 

 they do not set God before themselves. 

C For he has delivered me from every trouble, 

 and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Behold, God is my helper; 

 the Lord is the upholder of my life. 

C He will return the evil to my enemies; 

 in your faithfulness put an end to them. 
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Kyrie  LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 187 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 

  
 

Let Your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of Your humble servants; 

and that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such things as shall 

please You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 22:26–34 

26“With the merciful you show yourself merciful; 

 with the blameless man you show yourself blameless; 
27with the purified you deal purely, 

 and with the crooked you make yourself seem tortuous. 
28You save a humble people, 

 but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them down. 
29For you are my lamp, O LORD, 
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 and my God lightens my darkness. 
30For by you I can run against a troop, 

 and by my God I can leap over a wall. 
31This God—his way is perfect; 

 the word of the LORD proves true; 

 he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him. 

32“For who is God, but the LORD? 

 And who is a rock, except our God? 
33This God is my strong refuge 

 and has made my way blameless. 
34He made my feet like the feet of a deer 

 and set me secure on the heights.”  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 8:1 

P O LORD, our Lord, 

 how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

C You have set your glory 

 above the heavens. 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 10:6–13 

 6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as 

they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat 

down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual 

immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We 

must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 
10nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11Now 

these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our 

instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone who 

thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is 

not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your 

ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may 

be able to endure it. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 16:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 

 
 1[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 

charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2And he 

called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of 

your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3And the manager said to 

himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I 

am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do, 

so that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their 

houses.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How 

much do you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, 

‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7Then he said to another, ‘And 

how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, 

‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8The master commended the dishonest manager for 

his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own 

generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by 

means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the 

eternal dwellings.” 
 

P    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 
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     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 730 What Is the World to Me 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

 

Stand 

Offertory  LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

Offering 

Stand 

Reception of Members by Profession of Faith 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever 

confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 

But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in 

heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give 

answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 
  

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge 

the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
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P  Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, 

and in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
  

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of 

God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and 

confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed 

to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer 

all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you desire to become a member of this congregation? 

R I do. 
  

P Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with 

your prayers and the gifts God has given you? 

R I will, with the help of God. 
  

P Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are members 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation, Zion Evangelical 

Lutheran Church. Receive the Lord’s Supper and participate with us in all the 

blessings of salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in 

bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our 

Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with 

the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that by Your Word and Spirit they 

may continue steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this 

congregation as together we await the day when all who have fought the good 
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fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

C Amen. 
 

The new members return to their places. Congregation remains standing 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
  

Brief silence 
  

For the Mount Zion of Christ’s Church, that she would think on the steadfast love 

of God in the midst of His temple, praising Him for the salvation given through 

Jesus Christ, which is received via His Holy Word and Sacraments, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For faithfulness to God’s Holy Word among the pastors called to preach and 

teach it, that false doctrine would be recognized and rebuked, and that pure 

doctrine would be taught and received for the edification of all the baptized in 

Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For an increase in faithful church workers, that the Good News of Christ’s perfect 

life, sacrificial death, victorious resurrection and glorious ascension would be 

proclaimed in all parts of the world, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Holy Spirit to turn the hearts of all false prophets and pretend believers, 

that they would be led to repentance and faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all life from the womb to the grave, that it would be cherished and protected, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For humility among the faithful, that they would interact with the world as sinners 

who have been redeemed by Christ the crucified, not out of pride or arrogance, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For those who have been placed in authority over us, that they would steer clear 

of self-promotion and focus on the common welfare of all, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the sick and suffering, and for all who desire our prayers, especially Sandy, 

Jim, Sophia, and Cheryl that they would receive healing, comfort and be 

strengthened to endure, according to God’s gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who receive the Holy Supper of Christ’s true body and blood this day, 

that they would receive the forgiveness of all their sins and be filled with His life 

and peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the faithful who have gone before us and now rest in Jesus, let us give thanks 

to the Lord; that we would, by God’s grace, remain steadfast in the faith until we 

are brought to join them in the feast that never ends, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P This morning and throughout this week we hold before You in prayer Ron 

Bergemann 

C Heavenly Father, we ask that in Your unconditional love that you would 

protect Ron from all physical harm and danger and that You would keep 

him in the certainty of his salvation that he has by grace through faith in 

Jesus Christ.  We also pray that You would enable us, this congregation of 

Zion, to hold Ron in our prayers this week and let him know that we love 

him in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

T Service of the Sacrament T 
 

Preface  LSB 194 

 

 



14 
 

 

 

  

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus  LSB 195 
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Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 

Pax Domini  LSB 197 
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Agnus Dei  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

Communion at Zion 
At Zion Lutheran Church we follow the historic Christian practice of communion being for members 

only. This is not a recent innovation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, but rather, membership 

communion has been the universal practice of the Church for many centuries. In fact, to this day, it is 

still practiced by the majority of Christian Churches around the world. 
 

Our practice of membership communion (also known as closed communion) is prompted by our love, 

care, and concern for people. We observe communion for members only to protect those of a different 

confession from possibly taking the Lord’s Supper to their judgment and harm. (See 1 Cor. 11:27-32) 

Furthermore, since the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration of unity, we desire no divisions at the altar 

but joyful unity in the same teaching and confession of faith. (See 1 Cor. 10:16-17). 
 

If you are not a confirmed member in good standing of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Congregation, we ask that you do not commune today.  

However, please know that we look forward to having you at the Lord’s Table soon. Pastor Filipek 

sincerely invites you to visit with him about becoming a member of Zion Lutheran Church, so that you 

may be ready to partake of this great gift of communion with us. 

 

Distribution   
Those participating in communion are asked to exit the pew on the outer aisle.   

When coming forward to receive communion we ask that 7 people from each side approach the altar.   

The Common Cup and Individual Cups are offered at the Supper; you can specify to the servers which 

cup you would like to receive from. After receiving communion please exit down the center aisle. 
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Stand 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving  LSB 200 
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P Let us pray  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Salutation  LSB 201 

 

 
 

 

Benedicamus  LSB 202 

 

 
 

 

Benediction  LSB 202 
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Sit 

Hymn to Depart: 743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O pride and pow’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH  
Gwinner First Responders 

The First Responders are a group of men and women from our community 

who give their time and service when called upon. They have jobs and 

families; but when 911 calls, they drop everything in order to help those in 

need. These folks are a valuable resource in our community. God has 

certainly blessed Gwinner with a dedicated group of individuals who are 

willing to serve when emergencies arise. The First Responders are always in 

need of updated equipment and supplies. Thank you for your continued 

support! 

Prayer Family 

Ron Bergemann 

7691 129
th

 Ave SE  Lisbon, ND   

 

Cleaners in God’s House of Zion 
Please remember to sign your name on the chart on the bulletin board  

by the kitchen noting which area of the church you have cleaned 

Aug 18-24: Dennis & Cindy Linderkamp, Randal & Michelle Brockman 
 

Ushers for the Month of August 

4
th

    Alex & Sam Opdahl    11
th

  Greg & Janet Nelson 

18
th

  Duane & Sharon Orth     25
th

  Bob Orn 
        

Pastor’s Contact Information 

Generally, Pastor is in his study Monday – Thursday.   

However, he will be in and out for visitations, meetings, etc.  

If you would like to meet with him, please contact him directly.  

Pastor Filipek is available via phone at 701-680-3837  

or email: pastor@ziongwinner.org 

 

Parish Assistant Office Hours  

 Monday- Thursday  9:30 am to 12:30 pm 
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Tana is not in the office on Friday in the summer     

Email: secretary@ziongwinner.org 

 

This Week in the Congregation of Zion 
Today 9:00 am Catechesis for adults  

10:00 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Tue 20
th

   10:00 am Staff Meeting 

Wed 21
st
    9:00 am Catechesis 

Sun 25
th

           9:00 am Catechesis for adults 

10:00 am Divine Service  

 
 

 

 

 

Attendance & Giving at Zion 
Sunday, August 11 

Worship Attendance:  63 

Catechesis Adults:  18    
 

Category

Received Last 

Week

Received for 

August

Monthly 

Goal YTD Received YTD Needed

Over/Under 

Goal 

General Fund 3,712.00$     6,405.00$     11,378.58$   77,370.61$     84,026.46$   (6,655.85)$    

Misc. Income 0.50$            1.00$            719.42$          

Building Fund 250.00$        350.00$        4,725.00$       

Cemetery Fund -$              350.00$          

Memorial Fund -$              -$              55.00$            

Vehicle Fund -$              -$              -$               

ND Missions 825.00$        1,220.00$     2,166.67$     13,925.00$     16,000.00$   (2,075.00)$    

Mission of Month 200.00$        400.00$        

Helping Hands -$              -$              

Higher Things -$              -$              

136,543.00$   

26,000.00$     

Zion's Income Goal:

ND Mission Goal:  
 

Did you know…. We now offer the convenience of electronic giving? 
Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.ziongwinner.org 

2) Click on the Online Giving tab at the top of the page, 

3) Click on the Sign In/Sign Up button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile  

and to schedule your recurring contributions. 
 

As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving.  
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Prayer and Petitions 
August 11, 2019 

Please let Pastor know if you want a request added or removed 

Health Concerns 

Sandy Asche: recovering from cancer treatments 

Jim Asche: recovering from eye surgery 

Baby Sophia Brademeyer: born with significant health issues 

Cheryl Waswick: recovering from surgery 
 

Remembering Our Homebound 

Delores Johnson at Park Side Lisbon 

Lois Enderson at Park Side Lisbon 

Lorrie Eiter at Forman Manor 

Marjorie Fuss at home in Gwinner 
 

Grieving With The Family 
 

 

 

Remembering Those Who Serve 

Rick Gaden and Sy Hansana:   National Guard 

Nate Utecht:  Serving in the US Navy in Guam 

Chris Mathias, Jason Asche, AJ Enderson, Bob Orn: Volunteer Fire & Rescue 
 

 

Noteworthy News… 
 

 

Fall Schedule:  

 August 28 – final Midweek Divine Service 

 September 8 – Kid’s Catechesis Kickoff (Rally Day) 

 September 11 – Confirmation and Midweek Kid’s Catechesis 

 

 

 


