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Jesus’ Incarnation Secures for Us Life,
Forgiveness, and Healing
The Lord does not require us to ascend to Him; in
mercy He descends to us (Gen. 28:10–17). The ladder
in Jacob’s dream was not for climbing; it was the
means by which the Lord came to bless Jacob. This
event finds its fulfillment in Christ who descended
from His throne to save and bless us. By His
incarnation He is the eternal bridge between heaven
and earth. “The Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins” (Matt. 9:1–8). The Lord was present in
the flesh to absolve the paralytic. Jesus also healed
and restored this man’s body. “For where there is
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation”
(Small Catechism). The Lord still has power on earth
to forgive sins. In holy absolution He raises up the
new man (Eph. 4:22–28) and bestows the healing
medicine which will bring about our resurrection on
the Last Day. Thus we say with Jacob, “This is none
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven!” (Gen. 28:17)
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T A WORD ABOUT THE DIVINE SERVICE T
If you were to ask most people what “worship” is, they might
say, “Worship is praising the Lord” or “Worship is what human
beings do to express their thanks to God” or “Worship is going
to church,” or something like that. While there is some truth to
each of these answers, they do not adequately describe the
main purpose of Lutheran worship.
We Lutherans have a unique perspective on worship. We know that God’s Word and
His holy Sacraments are His precious gifts to us. They are the tools the Holy Spirit uses
to give us forgiveness, life and salvation. The main purpose of Lutheran worship is to
receive these gifts from God.
Our Lutheran Confessions explain this truth as follows: “The service and worship of the
Gospel is to receive good things from God” (Apology to the Augsburg Confession,
Article IV.310).
I am not sure whether we have adequately emphasized this important truth. God gives
His gifts. We receive them. That is the main purpose of Lutheran worship. He does this
as His Gospel is proclaimed, as His Word is read, as His forgiveness is announced and
sinners are absolved, and as we receive our Lord’s body and blood in Holy Communion.
In these wonderful ways, God is present with us, His people, drawing us to Himself and
giving us what we need so much-His mercy, forgiveness, love, joy, peace, power and
comfort! The purpose of worship, therefore, is to be gathered by God around His gifts.
Having clearly established this important point, I need to say that it would be wrong to
assume that we are merely passive participants in the worship service. Listen to the
beautiful introduction to Lutheran Worship.
Our Lord speaks and we listen. His Word bestows what it says. Faith that is born from what is
heard acknowledges the gifts, received with eager thankfulness and praise. Saying back to Him
what he has said to us, we repeat what is most true and sure… The rhythm of our worship is
from him to us, and then from us back to him. He gives his gifts, and together we receive and
extol them. We build one another up as we speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs (Lutheran Worship, p. 6).

How true! God speaks. We listen. Then we speak the great “amen” of faith, saying,
“Yes, yes, this is true!” Praise God for His mercy in permitting us to receive His gifts!
Praise God for drawing us together around His gifts!
_________
By: A.L. Barry A Presentation to the Real Life Worship Conference: Seven Theses on Worship
Denver, Colorado (February 1998) Lutheran Worship: 2000 and Beyond
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T

Confession and Absolution T

Hymn of Invocation: 814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for self-reflection upon God’s Ten Commandments,
that we may know our sin and be prepared for the Absolution.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

T
Introit

Service of the Word T

Psalm 78:1–3, 4b; antiphon: Psalm 35:3b; 34:17a, 6b; 48:14a

P Say to my soul, “I am your salvation!”
When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears.
C [The Lord] saved him out of all his troubles;
this is God, our God forever and ever.
P Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth!
C I will open my mouth in a parable;
I will utter dark sayings from of old,
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P things that we have heard and known,
that our fathers have told us.
C We will tell the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his
might, and the wonders that he has done.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P Say to my soul, “I am your salvation!”
When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears.
C [The Lord] saved him out of all his troubles;
this is God, our God forever and ever.

Kyrie
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

LSB 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast

LSB 155
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Almighty and merciful God, of Your bountiful goodness keep from us all things
that may hurt us that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully
accomplish whatever You would have us do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading

Genesis 28:10–17

10

Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11And he came to a certain place
and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. 12And he dreamed,
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and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to
heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 13And
behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your
father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your
offspring. 14Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and
your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15Behold, I am with you
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16Then Jacob awoke from his
sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17And he was
afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of
God, and this is the gate of heaven.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 141:1–2

P O LORD, I call upon you; hasten to me!
Give ear to my voice when I call to you!
C Let my prayer be counted as incense before you,
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice!

Epistle

Ephesians 4:22–28

22

Put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt
through deceitful desires, 23and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24and to put
on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.
25
Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his
neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26Be angry and do not sin; do not let
the sun go down on your anger, 27and give no opportunity to the devil. 28Let the thief
no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so
that he may have something to share with anyone in need.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia

LSB 156
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Holy Gospel

Matthew 9:1–8

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
1
Getting into a boat [Jesus] crossed over and came to his own city. 2And behold,
some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their
faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” 3And
behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” 4But Jesus,
knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5For which is
easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 6But that you may
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the
paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 7And he rose and went home.
8
When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given
such authority to men.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
P
C

Sit

Hymn of the Day: 722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me
Sermon
P
C
P
C

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father
and from the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand

Nicene Creed
P With one heart and one voice we confess the one Holy Faith as expressed in the Nicene Creed.
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Brief silence

C

Heavenly Father, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, You have given Your Church the
authority on earth to forgive sins. Grant that we may always rejoice to receive the
forgiveness announced and delivered by those men who have been called and
ordained to serve in Christ’s stead and by His command, and, having been
forgiven, give us hearts that are quick to forgive others. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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P

C
P

C
P

C
P
C

P

C

Lord Jesus Christ, You instituted the office of the public ministry and instructed
Your Church to call ministers of Your Word. Having prayed for the guidance of
Your Holy Spirit, we have called a pastor, the Rev. Aaron Filipek to proclaim Your
saving Gospel among us. Assist him to recognize the needs of this congregation
and the welfare of Your kingdom and, if it be Your will, grant that he accept the
call to serve among us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty God, we beg You, grant wisdom to all those whom You have placed in
temporal authority, both in this country and throughout the world. Renew their
diligence, that they would use their offices to serve their fellow citizens with
justice and compassion. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Eternal Father, as the paralytic was brought to Your Son, Jesus, so, too, we bring
before You in prayer all those suffering in any physical and mental anguish
especially Rosalyn, Sandi, and Layah. According to Your will, grant them healing in
this life, and give them faithful friends who will proclaim to them the forgiveness
of their sins, so that they would face the trials of this life confident in Your love
for them. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
This morning and throughout this week we hold before You in prayer Scott &
Teresa Illies
Heavenly Father, we ask that in Your unconditional love that you would
protect Scott & Teresa from all physical harm and danger and that You
would keep them in the certainty of their salvation that they have by grace
through faith in Jesus Christ. We also pray that You would enable us, this
congregation of Zion, to hold the Illies family in our prayers this week and
let them know that we love them in Jesus Christ. Amen.
Whatever else that we need or would be good for us, we entrust to Your
bountiful providence, for You live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, ever
one God, world without end.
Amen.

The LWML Pledge
P
C

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8).
In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His blood-bought gift
of redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have;
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P

C

God has entrusted to His people the task of teaching all nations. We thank Him
for the 76 years He has blessed the work of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League.
and in obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge
Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has need of us.

P
C

That the joyous truth of the Gospel may be known in every generation;
We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on
His errands, our voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His
redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend His Kingdom, our will to
do His will, and every power of our life,

P

We are mindful of the shortness of time and uncertainties of life. Preserve our
faithfulness and strengthen us for service in our communities and throughout
the world.
to the great task of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship
with Him. Amen!

C
Sit

Offering
While the offering is being gathered, the children are invited to bring their Sunday School
mission offering to the front of the church. Also, please fill out the "Welcome Cards" in
the pews and place them in the church offering plate. The "Welcome Cards" in the pew
are for prayer requests, general requests, and if you are new and visiting Zion.
The "Welcome Cards" are confidential and go directly to Pastor.

Communion at Zion
At Zion Lutheran Church we follow the historic Christian practice of communion being for members
only. This is not a recent innovation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, but rather, membership
communion has been the universal practice of the Church for many centuries. In fact, to this day, it is
still practiced by the majority of Christian Churches around the world.
Our practice of membership communion (also known as closed communion) is prompted by our love,
care, and concern for people. We observe communion for members only to protect those of a different
confession from possibly taking the Lord’s Supper to their judgment and harm. (See 1 Cor. 11:27-32)
Furthermore, since the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration of unity, we desire no divisions at the altar
but joyful unity in the same teaching and confession of faith. (See 1 Cor. 10:16-17).
If you are not a confirmed member in good standing of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
Congregation, we ask that you do not commune today.
However, please know that we look forward to having you at the Lord’s Table soon. Pastor Hambleton
sincerely invites you to visit with him about becoming a member of Zion Lutheran Church, so that you
may be ready to partake of this great gift of communion with us.
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T

Service of the Sacrament T

Stand
Preface
LSB 160
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

LSB 161

Lord's Prayer

LSB 162

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
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Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

LSB 163

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei

LSB 163

Sit
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Distribution
Those participating in communion are asked to exit the pew on the outer aisle. When coming forward
to receive communion we ask that 7 people from each side approach the altar.
The Common Cup and Individual Cups are offered at the Supper;
please specify to the servers which cup you would like to receive from.
After receiving communion please exit down the center aisle.

Stand

Thank the Lord

LSB 164

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Sit
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Hymn: Serve the Lord with Gladness

tune: LSB 662

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” It is He alone
Who redeemed us sinners, guides us as His own
To enjoy the blessings of His love and grace,
Will at last in glory meet us face to face.
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name!
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” He gave us command
To proclaim His Gospel now in every land
So that fellow sinners may, like us, be blest.
Leading them to Jesus, we can serve Him best.
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name!
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” There’s no greater joy
Than to serve the Master, work in His employ.
As we build His kingdom angels, too, rejoice
Over every sinner brought to hear His voice.
Onward, then, for Jesus! Let this be our aim:
“Serve the Lord with gladness!” Glorify His name!
Serve the Lord with Gladness, Tune: Public domain. Text: Prof. Ernest Lewerenz. Used with permission – LWML.
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MISSION OF THE MONTH – Christian Education
Contributions will be used to support students, from our Zion congregation,
who are pursuing a career in church work at one of our Concordia
Universities or Concordia Seminaries. This includes Pastoral Ministry studies,
Director of Christian Education studies, Lutheran Teacher studies, and
Deaconess studies. Currently, this includes Joseph Greenmyer who is in preseminary studies at Concordia University Seward, NE.
Thank you for your support.

Prayer Family
Scott & Teresa Illies
7056 Hwy 32 Lisbon

Cleaners in God’s House of Zion
*Please remember to sign your name on the chart on the bulletin board
by the kitchen noting which area of the church you have cleaned*

Oct 7-13: Duane & Shelly Bergemann, Rick & Dawn Gaden, Sy & Jen
Hansana, Scott & Christine Bopp
th

Ushers for the Month of October

7
LWML
st
21 Betsy & Collin Greenley

14th Naomi Vincent & Heather Swanson
28th Eric & Brook Olson

Pastor’s Contact Information
During the vacancy, Pastor Hambleton will not be holding office hours.
However, he will be available via phone at 701-680-8233 or email:
aaron.hambleton@gmail.com
Copies of the sermon are available on the table in the narthex
and on the website www.ziongwinner.org

Parish Assistant Office Hours
Monday- Friday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Wednesday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm
Email: secretary@ziongwinner.org
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This Week in the Congregation of Zion
Today
Wed 10th
Sun 14th

8:30 am Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:30 am Sunday School
NO Pastor’s Bible Study
4:00 pm Confirmation
8:30 am Divine Service
9:30 am Sunday School

Attendance & Giving at Zion
Sunday, September 30
Worship Attendance: 63
Category
General Fund
Misc. Income

Received Last Received for
Monthly
Over/Under
Week
September
Goal
YTD Received YTD Needed
Goal
$ 1,931.00 $ 9,233.50 $ 8,860.00 $ 82,871.20 $ 79,740.00 $ 3,131.20
$
0.30 $
420.23
$ 2,224.65

Building Fund
Cemetery Fund
Memorial Fund
Vehicle Fund

$
$
$
$

200.00
-

$
$
$
$

ND Missions
Mission of Month
Helping Hands
Higher Things

$
$
$
$

435.00
60.00
-

$
$
$
$

600.00
1,905.00 $
800.00
-

$
$
$
$

4,780.71
195.00
70.00
-

2,166.67 $ 17,705.50 $ 19,500.00 $ (1,794.50)

Zion's Income Goal: $ 106,320.00
ND Mission Goal: $ 26,000.00

Did you know…. We now offer the convenience of electronic giving?
Simply follow these easy steps:
1) Visit the church website at www.ziongwinner.org
2) Click on the Online Giving tab at the top of the page,
3) Click on the Sign In/Sign Up button, then
4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile
and to schedule your recurring contributions.

As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving.
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Prayer and Petitions
October 7, 2018
Please let Pastor know if you want a request added or removed

Health Concerns
 Sandi Bergemann, recovering from a broken foot
 Layah Hoechst, undergoing surgeries to remove her trach
 Rosalyn Brockman, recovering from a recent fall

Remembering Our Homebound
Alice Decker at Vets Home
Lois Enderson at Park Side Lisbon
Bob Bergeson at Park Side Lisbon
Lorrie Eiter at Forman Manor
Pearl Rehborg at Forman Manor
Marjorie Fuss at home in Gwinner
Sandi Bergemann at Elim Care Center in Fargo

Grieving With The Family
Lonnie Hoechst on the passing of his brother Richard

Remembering Those Who Serve
Rick Gaden and Sy Hansana:
National Guard
Nate Utecht:
Serving in the US Navy in Guam
Chris Mathias, Jason Asche, AJ Enderson, Bob Orn:
First Responders and Volunteer Fire & Rescue
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Noteworthy News…
Parsonage Projects: There are several projects underway as we prepare
the parsonage for our new pastor and family. If you are willing and able to
help in any way, please stop in the office and talk to Tana for details ~ there
are plenty of jobs to go around. A list is on the information table, as well as
at the parsonage. Thanks so much!

Quarterly Voters Meeting-Wednesday October 24 at 7pm
Topics include an update on the call process, reports from boards and
officers, 2019 mission goal, holiday worship times, Pastor's 2019 salary, and
election of officers. Offices up for election are Worship Elder, Education
board member, MoB board member, and trustee. Please plan to attend and
participate in the congregation's business. All members, 18 years and older,
are eligible to vote.

Higher Things Conference
July 16-19
Concordia University
Mequon, WI
Please talk to Tana if you are interested in
attending! This year’s trip will be taking a charter
bus and stopping at Wisconsin Dells for a day!

Registration opens November 1
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Sermon Notes
Sermon Text:
1) In your own words, what is the main theme or big idea of the

sermon? What is being said?

2) What sin is being identified, addressed, and confronted in the

sermon? Which commandment is your sin breaking?

3) What is the good news that is being proclaimed in the sermon?

What did the Lord do about your sin?
What is He currently doing about your sin?

4) What title would you give to the sermon?

Why did you give the sermon this title?
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