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  Babylon, Synagogues, &  

Zion Lutheran Church 
By: Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard 

Hundreds of years ago, the people of Israel were defeated and taken out of 
the land of Israel to a foreign nation called Babylon.  While in Babylon, the 
Israelites lived in a foreign culture with different customs, different ways of 
life, and different spiritual practices.  Through a series of events, though, the 
Israelites formed what were called, synagogues.   

Synagogues were buildings that were built by the Jewish people as places of 
worship, prayer, reading of scripture, and teaching.  Many historians assert 
that the synagogues were the reason why the people of the Old Testament 
were able to maintain and continue their faith while living in a foreign country.  
In other words, living in a foreign country (with foreign customs and foreign 
religions), it would be easy to neglect, forget, and lose the teachings of the 
Bible and drift into paganism.  However, the synagogues provided a place for 
the Israelites to be counter-cultural. Synagogues provided a venue and 
opportunity to maintain their faith in the midst of a pagan culture.  Indeed, the 
Jewish people would often visit the synagogue seven days a week for prayer, 
worship, and education; it was not just a weekly occurrence for them but a 
part of their daily lives.        

Why mention the synagogue?  Well, even though there are some differences 
between the Old Testament synagogue and the New Testament church, the 
idea is still the same.  In other words, Christians in America have not been 
exiled to the pagan land of Babylon; however, it is safe to say that a pagan 
culture, like Babylon, has moved in and encroached upon our Western 
Civilization.  Indeed, we Christians find ourselves in a culture that no longer 
upholds, supports, and promotes Christianity.  In fact, it is quite the opposite.  
But what does this mean? 
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continued from the front 

It means that Christians in America are in danger of neglecting, forgetting, 
and losing the Christian faith because Christians find themselves within a 
culture in America that is quite different from the Biblical truths of the 
Bible.   And like some people of the Old Testament time, who drifted into 
Babylon’s paganism (often without realizing it), many Christians are at the 
same risk.  

Considering all of this, we can now understand a bit more why Zion 
Lutheran is so important.  Yes, Zion Lutheran is not just a mere social club 
(even though fellowship is wonderful).   Zion is not just a small weekly pick-
me-up, but Zion is the place where we can go to worship, pray, read 
scripture, and learn in the midst of a Babylonian kind of culture that we find 
ourselves within.  Zion is the place where we, as Christians, can go to 
continue in the Christian faith and ensure that the Christian faith is passed 
down to our children and grandchildren.   

As our culture continues to become more and more pagan, at Zion, we will 
continue to teach and proclaim the truths of the Bible even more, not less!  
As our culture continues to become more and more unstable, our 
attendance at Zion should increase, not decrease.   As culture becomes 
more and more ideologically confused, we need to double-down with more 
study of God’s Word, not less.   

So, as we look at 2017 and 2018, we can be thankful for Kid’s Club, 
Confirmation, LWML, Sunday School, the Wednesday Morning Bible Study, 
the Divine Services, and so forth!  We can be thankful for these are all 
avenues in which we can be counter-cultural.  These are ways in which we 
can be rooted and built up in God’s Word in the midst of our wavering 
culture.  These are ways for us to know what we believe and why we believe 
it.   

Dear Baptized Saints, Zion is your church.  Zion is here for you in the midst 
of Babylon.  Do not neglect to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
come consistently and often to your church so that you might not be tossed 
to and fro by the waves of our culture and blown here and there by every 
wind of false teaching.  Come; receive; be strengthened, and know that you 
belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen.   

 

 

Come and 
Receive….. 

Sundays 

9am Sunday School 
 for children & adults 
 
10am Divine Service  
*communion served on the 
1st & 3rd Sundays 

Wednesdays 

9am Pastor’s Bible Study 
 
3:30 pm Kids Club 
 
4pm Confirmation 

 

…..God’s Gifts  
for You! 
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September 
Birthdays 

1 – Mike McKenna 

2 – Jim Asche 
 Kaitlyn Wangler 

3 –Harry Neustel 

6 – Adam Neustel 
 Tim Rehborg 

11 – Bill Grenier 

12– Kay Drevlow 

13 – Agnes Dudas 

15 – Sparky Engquist 
 Vicki Roeder 
 Tina Vincent 

18 – Lyle Halvorson 

19 – Halle Nelson 

23 – Faith Osborn 

25 – Matthew Metzen 

26– Brian McKenna 

27– Liz Neustel 
  

Wednesday September 6 at 4:00pm 

11 students will be gathering in God's Word to be catechized in the Christian 

Faith. There will be time between when school lets out and class starts 
to hang out and eat pizza, visit with friends, hear some great music. 

RALLY SUNDAY   

SEPTEMBER 10 
First day of Sunday School 

Third Graders Receive their Bibles 

Picnic at the Parsonage 

Along with the start of our regular activities, Pastor 
and Serenity will be hosting a picnic at the parsonage 

after church. There will be hot dogs on the grill, ice 
cream floats, lawn games and relaxing! Feel free to 

bring a salad to share and make your lawn chair! 

Kid’s Club is a time for our 1-5th graders to gather on 

Wednesday afternoons and learn the Catechism.  

They get a snack, Pastor teaches, and there is time for 

fun and games – all in a half hour! We are looking for 8-

10 volunteers who can help out once a month with 

snack and game time.  

Please talk to Sandy Asche, Cindy Enderson, Tana or 

Pastor if you are interested or have questions. Thanks!!  
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Parish Assistant Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Wednesday 9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Email: ziongwinner@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Please call or email either Pastor or 
the Church Office if you need spiritual 

care, know of somebody in the 
hospital needing a visit, have prayer 
submissions for the divine service, or 

for any other church related 
circumstance.   

 

 

Mission of the Month – 
God’s Reign in Spain 

The missionary journey  
of Rev. David & Shelee Warner 

                

 

Make note of these: 

 Pastor’s Office & Study Hours 

Monday Pastor’s Day Off 

Tuesday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Wednesday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Thursday, Friday noon to 5:00 pm 

 

If Pastor is out for visitations, meetings, etc… 

during the scheduled times above, he will 

generally have a ‘be back soon’ sign on the 

church’s front door informing you of  

his estimated time of return. 

 

Need to Contact Pastor? 

Email:  pastor@ziongwinner.org  

Cell:  701-680-2658  

Office: 701-678-2401  

Blog: www.pastormattrichard.com 

 

Good News in Spain means Good News from Spain! 

As Zion Gwinner recognizes Spain as the Mission of the Month, we look back with thanks and excitement to see 
all that God has achieved since last September.  Your support enables us to preach, teach and give out Christ’s 
good gifts.  Thanks to you, we get to see how the Holy Spirit is working through His Word and Sacrament.  

Three new households have joined the Spanish Lutheran Church. Two men from among these new members 
have interest and aptitude for pastoral ministry, and are beginning to study with us.  José Luis, currently our 
Deacon, has successfully completed his vicarage, and is now finishing his last class prior to ordination.  Lord 
willing, in November we will ordain him as our second Spanish pastor! Fifty one members and friends of the 
Spanish Lutheran Church gathered for three days last October at our annual Assembly, for worship, study, 
fellowship and to conduct church business. Pastor Lehman, our second LCMS missionary pastor, has gained good 
fluency and contributes tremendously to the work.  

Kayla Hoem, who worshiped with us in 2015-16 while teaching in Spain, has been appointed by LCMS Missions to 
come and serve with us for two years, helping us with publicity and English language activities to help us connect 
in the community.  She is currently fundraising and we hope to have her in Spain in early 2018.   

Finally, last December we rented a former discotheque to convert into Centro  Casiodoro de Reina, (CCdR for 
short), the home of San Pablo congregation in Sevilla, as well as serving as an outreach and education center and 
as office space.  The Devil does not want the pure Gospel in Spain, so we met many roadblocks, including five 
months of bureaucratic fighting to get the electricity turned on!  But August 20th we held our first service at CCdR. 
Hallelujah!  Our goal is to formally dedicate the space and ordain José Luis in a great celebration in November. 

Thanks to your prayers and financial support, we are able to work for the Gospel in Spain.  We give thanks to God 
for you, and look forward to reporting more of God’s results in the months and years to come! 

If you would like to ask a question or just say hi, you can reach David at pastorwarner@outlook.com and Shelee at 
sheleew@outlook.com. 

mailto:ziongwinner@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@ziongwinner.org
mailto:pastorwarner@outlook.com
mailto:sheleew@outlook.com
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Ushers 

September 
3

rd
     Ron & Chelie Greenmyer 

10
th

    Jason & Hollie Asche 

17
th

  John & Patti Thompson 

24
th

  Grover & Jan Riebe  

October 
1

st
         LWML Sunday  

8
th

       Heather Swanson 

15
th

  Betsy & Collin Greenley 

22
nd

      Kevin & Cindy Dietz 

 

CHIP Families (Christians Held in Prayer) 
September 3 

Ella Rempfer 
PO Box 216 
Gwinner, ND  58040 

 
September 10 

Pr. Matt & Serenity Richard 
Matthias, Anya, Alaythia 
204 3rd St SE 
PO Box 117 
Gwinner, ND  58040 
 

      

Acolytes   
  

 

 
 

September 

3rd       Allie Bopp 

10th    Howie Neustel 

17th    Annika Nelson 

24th   Anna Dudas 

 

        Cleaners List 
3rd to 9th  

 Tim & JoAnne Rehborg 

 Gary & Kay Drevlow 

 Allen & Diane McDaniel 

 Eric & Brook Olson 

 

10th to 18th  

 Jan Swanson 

 Scott & Teresa Illies 

 Duane & Sharon Orth 

 Jody Schreiner 

 Roger & Kathy Schreiner 

 

 

 

 

Note:  If you are unable to usher or 
acolyte on your scheduled date,  
we ask that you please contact 
another member to switch with. 

 

17th to 23rd  

 Dale & Martha Asche 

 Joey & Cindy Enderson 

 Lonnie Hoechst 

 Derek & Jennifer Wangler 

 

24th to 30th  

 Rodney  & Sandy Asche 

 Collin & Betsy Greenley 

 Teresa Rodahl 

 Kevin & Cindy Dietz 

 

 

 

September 17 

Grover & Jan Riebe 
165 Maplewood Drive 
Gwinner, ND  58040 
 

September 24   
Teresa Rodahl 
116 Maplewood Drive 
PO Box 375 
Gwinner, ND  58040 

 

 

*Please remember to sign your name 

on the chart on the bulletin board  

by the kitchen noting which area of 

the church you have cleaned* 

Counters 
 

September 

3rd       Rodney & Sandy Asche 

10th    Marsha Mathias 
Jason Asche 

17th    Jay Enderson 
Gary Drevlow  

24th   Michelle Brockman 
Bob Orn 
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September 2017 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       
     1 2 
 

 

      

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 am Divine Service 

*Communion 

 

*Labor Day 

Church office 
closed 

 

 

 

 

 

10 am Staff Mtg 

 

9am Pastor’s Study 

4pm Confirmation  
followed by parent 
meeting 

 

   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
RALLY SUNDAY 

9 am Sunday School for 
adults and children 

10 am Divine Service  

Noon Picnic at the 
Parsonage 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 
10 am Staff Mtg 

 

9am Pastor’s Study 

10:30 am 4Season’s 
Chapel Service 

2 pm LWML 

3:30 pm Kids Club 

4pm Confirmation  

 
 

 

  

 
 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
9 am Sunday School for 
adults and children 

10 am Divine Service  

*Communion 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 

 

10 am Staff Mtg 

 

9 am Pastor’s Study 

3:30 pm Kids Club 

4pm Confirmation 

 

   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
9 am Sunday School for 
adults and children 

10 am Divine Service  

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 

10 am Staff Mtg 

*Newsletter 
Material Due 

9am Pastor’s Study 

10:30 am 4Season’s 
Chapel Service 

3:30 pm Kids Club 

4pm Confirmation 

7:15 pm LWML 
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A New Discovery  
How to Keep Youth in the Church 
 

By: Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard 

 

There is a fairly new study that reveals some 

profound insights on what it takes to keep 

today's youth in church after they leave home 

and become adults.  What did the study find?  

Did the study find that hip and cool music in the 

church were the reason for keeping youth in the 

church as they entered adulthood?  Did the study 

find that relevant and flashy sermons brought 

forth greater church attendance among young 

adults after leaving home?  How about those who 

attended youth group; was youth group the 

reason for youth staying in the church after high 

school?   

 
 According to some, what this new study 

discovered could be classified as the 'holy grail' 

for keeping teenagers in the church.  What is this 

profound 'holy grail' discovery?  Believe it or not, 

it isn't marketing or worship service renovations 

or stellar youth programs but rather it is 'Parents.'   

 

Yes, the study found that if parents visited with 

their children about the Christian faith in their 

homes - showing its importance - and if 

parents/families were active in their local church, 

then 82% of their children would continue in the 

church as adults.  According to one researcher, 

the involvement of parents with their youth in 

regard to the Christian Faith is "nearly 

deterministic" of what will happen to youth when 

they come into adulthood. 

 

From Parents No. 1 influence helping teens remain 

religiously active as young adults | Ahead of the 

Trend, Association of Religious Data Archives: 
 

• The holy grail for helping youth remain 

religiously active as young adults has been at 

home all along: Parents.  

• Mothers and fathers who practice what they 

preach and preach what they practice are far 

and away the major influence related to 

adolescents keeping the faith into their 20s, 

according to new findings from a landmark 

study of youth and religion.  

• Just 1 percent of teens ages 15 to 17 raised 

by parents who attached little importance to 

religion were highly religious in their mid- to 

late 20s.  

• In contrast, 82 percent of children raised by 

parents who talked about faith at home, 

attached great importance to their beliefs 

and were active in their congregations were 

themselves religiously active as young adults, 

according to data from the latest wave of the 

National Study of Youth and Religion.  

• The connection is “nearly deterministic,” said 

University of Notre Dame Sociologist 

Christian Smith, lead researcher for the study.  

• Other factors such as youth ministry or clergy 

or service projects or religious schools pale in 

comparison.  

 

continued on next page 
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• “No other conceivable causal influence … 

comes remotely close to matching the 

influence of parents on the religious faith and 

practices of youth,” Smith said in a recent talk 

sharing the findings at Yale Divinity School. 

“Parents just dominate.” 

• For their part, parents need to realize a 

hands-off approach to religion has 

consequences. 

• “Parents, for better or worse, are actually the 

most influential pastors … of their children,” 

Christian Smith said. “Parents set a kind of 

glass ceiling of religious commitment, above 

which their children rarely rise.” 

 

It is clear from the data above that we cannot 

diminish the importance of parents' influence 

upon their children in regard to the Christian 

Faith.  Thus, it is obvious that what is needed in 

today's church is not more separate programs for 

our youth; programs where youth are segregated 

from their parents in the church.  But rather, what 

is needed in today's church is robust catechesis of 

youth 'and' continual catechesis/equipping of 

parents, so that parents may care for their 

children's physical, emotional, 'and' spiritual well-

being.  This happens as the 'whole' family is 

actively involved in the life of the church, 

continually receiving the Lord's Word and 

Sacraments, week after week after week.   

 

To read more on this subject: 

http://blogs.thearda.com/trend/featured/parents-

no-1-influence-helping-teens-remain-religiously-

active-as-young-adults/ 

 

HT: Gene E. Veith 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

North Dakota youth and their parents (together with 1000 others!) worshiping, learning, and 
receiving God’s Word and Sacraments at this year’s Higher Things Conference in Valparaiso, IN. 

http://blogs.thearda.com/trend/featured/parents-no-1-influence-helping-teens-remain-religiously-active-as-young-adults/
http://blogs.thearda.com/trend/featured/parents-no-1-influence-helping-teens-remain-religiously-active-as-young-adults/
http://blogs.thearda.com/trend/featured/parents-no-1-influence-helping-teens-remain-religiously-active-as-young-adults/
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Zion Lutheran Church  
A Church of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

THE MISSION OF ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH IS TO 

CONTINUE THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST BY  

BEING ROOTED IN THE WORD,  

BY GROWING IN FAITH,  

AND BY BRANCHING OUT  

WITH THE GOSPEL 

www.ziongwinner.org 


