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 The Third Sunday in Advent 

Gaudete 

December 12, 

Year of Our T Lord 2021 

 

John the Baptizer Prepares the Way  

for the Lord 
 

The voice of the Baptizer cried out in the 

wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord . . .” (Isa. 

40:1). John called the people to be made ready for 

the Messiah’s coming through repentance, for “all 

flesh is grass” (Isa. 40:6). Now He asks from prison, 

“Are you the one who is to come . . .?” (Matt. 11:2). 

Jesus’ works bear witness that He is. The sick are 

made well; the dead are raised, and the poor have 

the Gospel preached to them. Their iniquity is 

pardoned; they have received from the Lord’s 

hand double forgiveness for all their sins. The 

“stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1) still 

deliver Christ’s overflowing forgiveness to the 

poor in spirit, comforting God’s people with the 

word of the Gospel which stands forever. This 

Gospel produces rejoicing among all those who 

believe. 

mailto:pastor@ziongwinner.org
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WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS:  
As a way to celebrate and remember the vibrant history of the Christian Church–among 

many other reasons–we utilize the historic liturgy. This may be new and strange to you, 

or this may be comfortable and familiar. We invite you to sit next to one of our 

members who will happy to assist you as you receive God’s gifts of the forgiveness of 

sins, life, and salvation alongside us. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION AT ZION: 

 
At Zion Lutheran Church we follow the historic Christian practice of communion being 

for members only. This is not a recent innovation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod, but rather, membership communion has been the universal practice of the 

Church for many centuries. In fact, to this day, it is still practiced by the majority of 

Christian Churches around the world. 
 

Our practice of membership communion (also known as closed communion) is 

prompted by our love, care, and concern for people. We observe communion for 

members only to protect those of a different confession from possibly taking the Lord’s 

Supper to their judgment and harm. (See 1 Cor. 11:27-32) Furthermore, since the Lord’s 

Supper is a public declaration of unity, we desire no divisions at the altar but joyful 

unity in the same teaching and confession of faith. (See 1 Cor. 10:16-17). 
 

If you are not a confirmed member in good standing of a Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod Congregation, we ask that you do not commune today.  

However, please know that we look forward to having you at the Lord’s Table soon. 

Pastor Filipek sincerely invites you to visit with him about becoming a member of Zion 

Lutheran Church, so that you may be ready to partake of this great gift of communion 

with us. 
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T Confession and Absolution T 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T Service of the Word T 

Introit         Psalm 85:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4–5 

P Rejoice in the Lord always; 

 again I will say, Rejoice. 

C Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. 

 The Lord is at hand. 

P Lord, you were favorable to your land; 

 you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

C You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

 you covered all their sin. 

P Will you not revive us again, 

 that your people may rejoice in you? 

C Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 

 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;  

   but let them not turn back to folly. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Rejoice in the Lord always; 

 again I will say, Rejoice. 

C Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. 

 The Lord is at hand. 

Kyrie  LSB 186 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness 

of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1–11 

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

 that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

 double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

 and all flesh shall see it together, 

 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6A voice says, “Cry!” 

 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 
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 and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades 

 when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

 surely the people are grass. 
8The grass withers, the flower fades, 

 but the word of our God will stand forever. 

9Get you up to a high mountain, 

 O Zion, herald of good news; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

 O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 

 lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

 “Behold your God!” 
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

 and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

 and his recompense before him. 
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 

 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 

 and gently lead those that are with young. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 80:1–2 

P You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

 Stir up your might and come to save us! 

C Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

 you who lead Joseph like a flock! 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 4:1–5 

 1This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 

mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found 

trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by 

any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4I am not aware of anything 

against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 
5Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who 
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will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of 

the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

 
  

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 

disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 

another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the 

blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and 

the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And 

blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What 

did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did 

you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft 

clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 

you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater 

than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he.” 
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 346 When All the World Was Cursed 
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Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004305 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

Offertory  LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P That the Lord who is favorable to His people would restore the fortunes of His 

Church by the coming of Christ Jesus; that He would fill us with rejoicing at all 

times and give reasonableness to our words and deeds; and that all may 

recognize our Christian confidence in His Son’s advent, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church, that God would give us faithful stewards of His mysteries and 

servants of Christ who are trustworthy to proclaim Him alone as Lord and Judge; 

and that the Lord would tend His flock by His Word and Spirit, that Christ’s lambs 

may be gathered into God’s arms and gently led to eternal life, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the children of our families, that every darkness would be lightened by Your 

Son’s gracious visitation; that God would preserve them from dangers to body 

and soul, guide them by His Word in wise paths, and keep them firm in the faith 

till life’s end, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For us and our fellow citizens, that God would preserve us from placing our trust 

in princes and mortal men who come and go like grass before His breath; for our 

nation, that God would give rulers who will rule after His good pleasure, keeping 

order and protecting life; and for godly quietness and honesty, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the sick and sorrowing, that the Shepherd of Israel would give ear to their 

need especially Sandy and Dale; and for healing, courage and perseverance to all 

who cry out to God, that they may find comfort in His enduring Word and the 

certain hope of the resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who partake at the Supper of Christ’s body and blood, that our Father 

would watch over them and preserve in them repentant and worthy hearts, firmly 

believing the words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P This morning and throughout this week we hold before You in prayer Tim and 

JoAnne Rehborg 

C Heavenly Father, we ask that in Your unconditional love that you would 
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protect Rodney and Sandy from all physical harm and danger and that You 

would keep them in the certainty of their salvation that they have by grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ.  We also pray that You would enable us, this 

congregation of Zion, to hold Tim and JoAnne in our prayers this week and 

let them know that we love them in Jesus Christ.  
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C  Amen. 

T Service of the Sacrament T 

Preface  LSB 194 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 

promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 

and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be 

revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 



12 
 

Sanctus  LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini  LSB 197 

 

  
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 

Distribution   
Those participating in communion are asked to exit the pew on the outer aisle.   

When coming forward to receive communion we ask that 7 people from each side approach the altar.   

The Chalice and Individual Cups are offered at the Supper; you can specify which cup you would like to 

receive from. Please exit down the center aisle, placing your cup in the basket near the font. 
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Stand 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

 

 
 
 

P Let us pray  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
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salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Benedicamus & Benediction LSB 202 

 

 
 LSB 202 

 

 
 

Sit 
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Hymn to Depart: 349 Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH – LCMS Disaster Response 

Earthquakes, hurricanes, fires, floods and tornados—Lord have mercy! In the 

midst of chaos, the Church — together with the generous gifts of faithful 

Lutherans — brings peace and calm through acts of mercy and the 

comforting Word of Christ. The Church continues to come alongside those 

who are rebuilding their lives, sticking around well after most other groups 

have returned home. To learn more about how your gifts are used, please 

visit https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/disaster-response 
 

Prayer Family 

Tim & JoAnne Rehborg 

8056 132 Ave SE Gwinner 

 

Cleaners  

Dec 12-18: Scott & Teresa Illies, Duane & Sharon Orth, Jody Schreiner, 

Roger & Kathy Schreiner, Dustin & Keisha Schreiner 
  

FB Live for the Month of December 

1st  Brian  5th  Cindy  8th  Evan  12th  Lonnie 15th Andrew 

19th Brian  22nd Cindy 24th  Evan   25th Lonnie 26th Andrew  

 

Pastor’s Contact Information 
Generally, Pastor is in his study Monday – Thursday.   

However, he will be in and out for visitations, meetings, etc.  

If you would like to meet with him, please contact him directly.  

Pastor Filipek is available via phone at 701-680-3837  

or email: pastor@ziongwinner.org 
 

Parish Assistant Office Hours  

 Monday- Friday  9:30am to 12:30pm 

Wednesday 9:00am to 4:00pm 

Email: secretary@ziongwinner.org 

 

 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/disaster-response
mailto:pastor@ziongwinner.org
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This Week in the Congregation of Zion 
Today 9:10 am Sunday School and Coffee Hour 

10:00 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

11:15 am Catechesis 

Wed 15th           9:00 am Catechesis 

3:15 pm Kid’s Club 

4:00 pm  Catechesis 

6:30 pm Midweek Advent Service 

Sun 19th          9:10 am Sunday School and Coffee Hour  

10:00 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

11:15 am Catechesis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance & Giving at Zion 
Sunday, Dec 5 

Worship Attendance: 47 

Catechesis: Kids 6 Adults 13 

Category

Received 

Last Week

Received for 

December

Monthly 

Goal YTD Received YTD Needed

Over/Under 

Goal 

General Fund 2,935.00$     2,935.00$    12,160.17$  142,916.42$  137,503.42$ 5,413.00$     

Misc. Income 97.70$          97.70$         1,873.49$      

Building Fund 50.00$          50.00$         6,155.00$      

Cemetery Fund -$             -$             100.00$         

Memorial Fund -$             -$             685.00$         

Vehicle Fund

ND Missions 335.00$        335.00$       2,166.67$    22,035.00$    24,500.00$   (2,465.00)$   

Mission of Month 275.00$        275.00$       11,286.50$    

Seminarian Joseph -$             100.00$       2,366.00$      
Higher Things -$             -$             1,835.00$      

145,922.00$  

26,000.00$    

Zion's Income Goal:

ND Mission Goal:
 

 

Did you know…. We offer the convenience of electronic giving? 
Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.ziongwinner.org 

2) Click on the Online Giving tab at the top of the page, 

3) Click on the Sign In/Sign Up button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile  

and to schedule your recurring contributions. 
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Prayer and Petitions 
December 12, 2021 

Please let Pastor know if you want a request added or removed 
 

Health Concerns 

Sandy Asche: battling cancer 

Dale Asche: health concerns 
 

 

Remembering Our Shut-Ins 

Ruth Asche, Delores Johnson, Lois Enderson, and Corrine Haussler 

 at Park Side Lisbon 

Iris Meyer, at Forman Manor 

Marjorie Fuss at home in Gwinner 
 

 

Mothers with Child 

Lauren Greenmyer 
 

Remembering Those Who Serve 

Mark McFarland: US Army in New York 

Rick Gaden:   National Guard 

Nate Utecht:  US Navy in California 

Chris Mathias, Jason Asche, AJ Enderson, Bob Orn: Volunteer Fire & Rescue 
 

Seminarian  

Joseph Greenmyer is currently attending Fort Wayne Theological Seminary, 

preparing for the Office of the Holy Ministry. If you desire to send cards, letters of 

encouragement and support to Joseph and Faith, please be encouraged to do so. Their 

address is: Joseph & Faith Greenmyer 3515 Redbird Trail Fort Wayne, IN 46835  

Additionally, we are blessed with the opportunity to support Joseph & Faith financially. 

The Christian Education Mission of the Month fund will receive donations throughout 

the entire year, and will distribute them to the Greenmyers quarterly. If you would like 

to donate to this fund, please indicate on your offering envelope.  
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Noteworthy News… 
 

  

JOEL BIBLE STUDY… 
 

The Word of the Lord Endures Forever is a daily 15-minute verse-by-verse 

Bible study produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted 

by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon.  Pastor Weedon will begin a study this week 

on the Book of Joel.  You can listen on-demand at issuesetc.org, the LPR 

mobile app and your favorite podcast provider. 
 

 

 

Higher Things Conference – For You 

July 19-22, 2022  

Montana State University – Bozeman, MT 
Please talk to Tana or Pastor if you are interested in attending!  

Registration is open! We have 5 signed up to attend 

 
 

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001o2gphWBMk2Iv76hIx2UFA9i9gDevtrufXlGi3puxaWK5GPKL-ULmmM3o_RatTBBKnbhpd7DWDFIhPzmmiYssnM8kc-21D3viXuxE39_55SKBVW5TOXE-ub3655sGEXPrsFn-LdJ0vfOVweEJ6OU8Dg==&c=S9629rwUwIiB6ZJwCM_jLPOCiXZP1uMxOrONExoPP9EOPad9U1rw9w==&ch=GdkesThi4O7IoF8EUHwJd07wHaax991fKVCoTmh498t4j2aXVmhxUA==

