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Steward’s Shrewdness Sanctified 

“The master commended the dishonest manager for 

his shrewdness” (Luke 16:1–9). The steward’s 

shrewdness is praiseworthy for two reasons. First, he 

knew the master would be merciful. He trusted that 

the master would honor the debts he forgave in the 

master’s name. In the same way, though we have 

squandered our heavenly Father’s possessions in 

selfishness and sin, Jesus is the Steward who has 

canceled our debt, knowing that His forgiveness will 

be honored by the Father because of the holy cross. 

Secondly, the steward was shrewd in using oil and 

wheat to provide for his earthly welfare. So also do 

these earthly elements aid us when pressed into 

heavenly use in the anointing of baptism and the 

wheat of the Lord’s Supper. Those who have the 

Sacraments will have an eternal home when their 

earthly home fails. These provide us aid in times of 

temptation (1 Cor. 10:6–13). For the Lord is our 

strength and a shield to all who trust in Him (2 Sam. 

22:26–34). 
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T A WORD ABOUT THE DIVINE SERVICE T 
 

If you were to ask most people what “worship” is, they might 

say, “Worship is praising the Lord” or “Worship is what human 

beings do to express their thanks to God” or “Worship is going 

to church,” or something like that. While there is some truth to 

each of these answers, they do not adequately describe the 

main purpose of Lutheran worship. 
 

We Lutherans have a unique perspective on worship. We know that God’s Word and 

His holy Sacraments are His precious gifts to us. They are the tools the Holy Spirit uses 

to give us forgiveness, life and salvation. The main purpose of Lutheran worship is to 

receive these gifts from God. 
 

Our Lutheran Confessions explain this truth as follows: “The service and worship of the 

Gospel is to receive good things from God” (Apology to the Augsburg Confession, 

Article  IV.310). 
 

I am not sure whether we have adequately emphasized this important truth. God gives 

His gifts. We receive them. That is the main purpose of Lutheran worship. He does this 

as His Gospel is proclaimed, as His Word is read, as His forgiveness is announced and 

sinners are absolved, and as we receive our Lord’s body and blood in Holy Communion. 

In these wonderful ways, God is present with us, His people, drawing us to Himself and 

giving us what we need so much-His mercy, forgiveness, love, joy, peace, power and 

comfort! The purpose of worship, therefore, is to be gathered by God around His gifts. 
 

Having clearly established this important point, I need to say that it would be wrong to 

assume that we are merely passive participants in the worship service. Listen to the 

beautiful introduction to Lutheran Worship. 
Our Lord speaks and we listen. His Word bestows what it says. Faith that is born from what is 

heard acknowledges the gifts, received with eager thankfulness and praise.  Saying back to Him 

what he has said to us, we repeat what is most true and sure…  The rhythm of our worship is 

from him to us, and then from us back to him. He gives his gifts, and together we receive and 

extol them. We build one another up as we speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs (Lutheran Worship, p. 6). 
 

How true!  God speaks. We listen. Then we speak the great “amen” of faith, saying, 

“Yes, yes, this is true!”  Praise God for His mercy in permitting us to receive His gifts! 

Praise God for drawing us together around His gifts!  

 
_________ 
By: A.L. Barry A Presentation to the Real Life Worship Conference: Seven Theses on Worship 
Denver, Colorado (February 1998) Lutheran Worship: 2000 and Beyond 
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T Confession and Absolution T 
 

Hymn of Invocation: 718 Jesus, Lead Thou On  LSB 718 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for self-reflection upon God’s Ten Commandments,  

that we may know our sin and be prepared for the Absolution. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T Service of the Word T 
Introit Ps. 54:1–3, 7; antiphon: Ps. 54:4–5 

A Behold, God is my helper; 

the Lord is the upholder of my life. 

C He will return the evil to my enemies; 

in your faithfulness put an end to them. 

A O God, save me, by your name, 

and vindicate me by your might. 

C O God, hear my prayer; 

give ear to the words of my mouth. 
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A For strangers have risen against me; ruthless men seek my life; 

they do not set God before themselves. 

C For he has delivered me from every trouble, 

and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

A Behold, God is my helper; 

the Lord is the upholder of my life. 

C He will return the evil to my enemies; 

in your faithfulness put an end to them. 
 

Kyrie  LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast  LSB 155 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Let Your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of Your humble servants; 

and that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such things as shall 

please You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading  2 Samuel 22:26–34 

26“With the merciful you show yourself merciful; 

with the blameless man you show yourself blameless; 
27with the purified you deal purely, 

and with the crooked you make yourself seem tortuous. 
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28You save a humble people, 

but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them down. 
29For you are my lamp, O LORD, 

and my God lightens my darkness. 
30For by you I can run against a troop, 

and by my God I can leap over a wall. 
31This God—his way is perfect; 

the word of the LORD proves true; 

he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him. 
32“For who is God, but the LORD? 

And who is a rock, except our God? 
33This God is my strong refuge 

and has made my way blameless. 
34He made my feet like the feet of a deer 

and set me secure on the heights.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Ps. 8:1 

A O LORD, our Lord, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

C You have set your glory 

above the heavens. 
 

Epistle  1 Corinthians 10:6–13 

6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as 

they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat 

down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual 

immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We 

must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 
10nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11Now 

these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our 

instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone who 

thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is 

not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your 

ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may 

be able to endure it. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Stand 



7 
 

Alleluia  LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel  Luke 16:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 1[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 

charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions.  
2And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the 

account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3And the manager 

said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away 

from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided 

what to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may receive me 

into their houses.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the 

first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He 

said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7Then he said to 

another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He 

said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8The master commended the dishonest 

manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing 

with their own generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for 

yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you 

into the eternal dwellings. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 730 What Is the World to Me  LSB 730 
 

Sermon 

P In the name T of Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
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Nicene Creed  

P With one heart and one voice we confess the one Holy Faith as expressed in the Nicene Creed. 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Brief silence 
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For the priesthood of all the baptized, that they would forgive as they have been 

forgiven, show mercy as they have received mercy, and live as humble servants, 

clinging in faith to Jesus Christ, their Lord and Savior, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P For the Lord of the harvest to fill His vineyard of grace with faithful workers, that 

His Means of Grace would be available to sinners in need the world over, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P For the strength to resist the temptations that assault God’s children, especially the 

temptations to indulge in sexual immorality or to be overcome with the love of 

money, that they would repent where they have fallen prey to these temptations 

and, with God’s help, strive to be chaste and content, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P For a faithful prayer life among God’s children, that they would call upon the Lord 

when in need, give Him thanks for the provisions He provides for body and soul, 

and praise Him in everything, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P For those in the midst of trials and tribulations at this time, especially Sandi and 

Layah, that they would be delivered from every trouble and strengthened in their 

faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P For those who receive the Holy Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood this day, that 

they would be strengthened and preserved in the one true faith, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P This morning and throughout this week we hold before You in prayer Ron, Chelie, 

and Annah Greenmyer 

C Heavenly Father, we ask that in Your unconditional love that you would 

protect Ron, Chelie, and Annah from all physical harm and danger and that 

You would keep them in the certainty of their salvation that they have by 

grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  We also pray that You would enable us, 

this congregation of Zion, to hold the Greenmyer family in our prayers this 

week and let them know that we love them in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen.  
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Sit 

Offering 

While the offering is being gathered, the children are invited to bring their Sunday School 

mission offering to the front of the church.  Also, please fill out the "Welcome Cards" in 

the pews and place them in the church offering plate.  The "Welcome Cards" in the pew 

are for prayer requests, general requests, and if you are new and visiting Zion.  

 The "Welcome Cards" are confidential and go directly to Pastor. 

 

Communion at Zion 
At Zion Lutheran Church we follow the historic Christian practice of communion being for members 

only. This is not a recent innovation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, but rather, membership 

communion has been the universal practice of the Church for many centuries. In fact, to this day, it is 

still practiced by the majority of Christian Churches around the world. 
 

Our practice of membership communion (also known as closed communion) is prompted by our love, 

care, and concern for people. We observe communion for members only to protect those of a different 

confession from possibly taking the Lord’s Supper to their judgment and harm. (See 1 Cor. 11:27-32) 

Furthermore, since the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration of unity, we desire no divisions at the altar 

but joyful unity in the same teaching and confession of faith. (See 1 Cor. 10:16-17). 
 

If you are not a confirmed member in good standing of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Congregation, we ask that you do not commune today.  

However, please know that we look forward to having you at the Lord’s Table soon. Pastor Hambleton 

sincerely invites you to visit with him about becoming a member of Zion Lutheran Church, so that you 

may be ready to partake of this great gift of communion with us. 
 

 

T Service of the Sacrament T 

Stand  

Preface  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lord's Prayer   LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini  LSB 209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

Distribution 
Those participating in communion are asked to exit the pew on the outer aisle.  When coming forward 

to receive communion we ask that 7 people from each side approach the altar.   

The Common Cup and Individual Cups are offered at the Supper;  

please specify to the servers which cup you would like to receive from.   

After receiving communion please exit down the center aisle. 

Stand 

Thank the Lord  LSB 164 
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Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 

come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 

faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 

together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Hymn: 738 Lord of All Hopefulness  LSB 738 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH – LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces 

The Ministry to the Armed Forces is authorized as the mission arm of the 

LCMS to support and serve military chaplains — active and reserve — their 

families and the veteran population. 
 

Your gift for LCMS’ Ministry to the Armed Forces provides materials for 

chaplains, service personnel and veterans and for everything done by this 

ministry. To learn more please visit https://www.lcms.org/ministry-to-the-

armed-forces 

 

Prayer Family 

Ron, Chelie, and Annah Greenmyer 

8086 123
rd

 Ave SE  Stirum 
 

Cleaners in God’s House of Zion 
*Please remember to sign your name on the chart on the bulletin board  

by the kitchen noting which area of the church you have cleaned* 

July 29-Aug 4: Naomi Vincent, Heather Swanson, Tim & Tina Vincent, Steve 

& Agnes Dudas, Jozsef & Judit Olah  
 

Ushers for the Month of July 

1
st
   Steve & Agnes Dudas   8

th
  Dale & Martha Asche  

15
th

  Chris & Marsha Mathias   22
nd

  Randal & Michelle Brockman  

29
th

  Kelly & Liz Neustel 
        

Pastor’s Contact Information 

During the vacancy, Pastor Hambleton will not be holding office hours. 

However, he will be available via phone at 701-680-8233 or email: 

aaron.hambleton@gmail.com 

Copies of the sermon are available on the table in the narthex  

and on the website www.ziongwinner.org 

 

Parish Assistant Office Hours  

 Monday- Thursday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Friday Off     

Email: secretary@ziongwinner.org 
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This Week in the Congregation of Zion 
Today 8:30 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Mon-Fri   Church office closed – Pastor and Tana out of town 

Wed 1
st
    NO Pastor’s Bible Study  

Sat 4
th

   4:00 pm Greenmyer Wedding 

Sun 5
th

      8:30 am Divine Service  
 

 

 
 

Attendance & Giving at Zion 
Sunday, July 22  

Worship Attendance: na 
 

 

Category

Received Last 

Week

Received for 

July

Monthly 

Goal YTD Received YTD Needed

Over/Under 

Goal 

General Fund 2,014.00$     4,539.00$     11,130.83$   60,790.70$     69,353.65$   (8,562.95)$    

Misc. Income 0.30$            0.30$            1,802.02$       

Building Fund 100.00$        170.00$        3,557.50$       

Cemetery Fund -$              -$              195.00$          

Memorial Fund -$              -$              70.00$            

Vehicle Fund -$              -$              -$               

ND Missions 425.00$        965.00$        2,166.67$     13,035.50$     13,500.00$   (464.50)$       

Mission of Month 330.00$        615.00$        

Helping Hands -$              -$              

Higher Things -$              -$              

133,570.00$   

26,000.00$     

Zion's Income Goal:

ND Mission Goal:  
 

 

Did you know…. We now offer the convenience of electronic giving? 
Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.ziongwinner.org 

2) Click on the Online Giving tab at the top of the page, 

3) Click on the Sign In/Sign Up button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile  

and to schedule your recurring contributions. 
 

As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving.  
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Prayer and Petitions 
July 29, 2018 

Please let Pastor know if you want a request added or removed 

Health Concerns 

 Sandi Bergemann recovering from a broken foot 

 Layah Hoechst undergoing surgeries to remove her trach  
 

 

 

Remembering Our Homebound 

Alice Decker at Vets Home 

Lois Enderson at Park Side Lisbon 

Bob Bergeson at Park Side Lisbon 

Lorrie Eiter at Forman Manor 

Pearl Rehborg at Forman Manor 

Marjorie Fuss at home in Gwinner 

Sandi Bergemann at Elim Care Center in Fargo 
 

 

Grieving With The Family 
 

 

 

 

 

Remembering Those Who Serve 

Rick Gaden and Sy Hansana:  

National Guard 

Nate Utecht: 

 Serving in the US Navy 

Chris Mathias, Jason Asche, AJ Enderson, Bob Orn:  

First Responders and Volunteer Fire & Rescue 
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Calling all Cleaners - Your help is needed!!! 
General church cleaning will be done the week of August 5

th
.  A chart has 

been made for each area to be cleaned and will be posted on the bulletin 

board by the kitchen.  A chairman will be contacting you.  If you are not on 

the list, but are willing to help, please contact Cindy Enderson 

at cjenderson@gmail.com  Thanks so much - many hands make light work! 

 

 

Food Pantry – Gwinner Location 

Open on Tuesdays from 1-4pm 
 

Needed items to stock the shelves:  
flour, sugar, oil, pancake mix, soups,  

canned vegetables (not corn), canned fruit, juice, jelly, ketchup,  

paper towels, toilet paper, Kleenex, dish soap, laundry soap,  

frozen meat 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cjenderson@gmail.com
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Sermon Notes 

 

Sermon Text:      
 
 

1) In your own words, what is the main theme or big idea of the 

sermon?  What is being said?   

 

 

 

 

 

2) What sin is being identified, addressed, and confronted in the 

sermon?  Which commandment is your sin breaking?  

 

 

 

 

 

3) What is the good news that is being proclaimed in the sermon?   

What did the Lord do about your sin?   

What is He currently doing about your sin?   
 

 

 

 

 

 

4) What title would you give to the sermon?   

Why did you give the sermon this title? 
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Congregational Self-Study Questionnaire 

 
As a part of the vacancy process, we as a congregation are tasked with completing the 

Self Study. The call committee is working on the data portions along with the general 

information. It would be most helpful to have the congregation’s input on the following 

questions. Please take some time, pray about your answers, and provide your honest 

feedback. These are completely confidential, and will be used to help the call 

committee honestly assess where Zion is currently as a congregation as well as where 

we hope to be in the future.  

You may return your questionnaire in the box on the narthex table. Thanks! 

 

1. How would you summarize the purpose for which Zion Lutheran Church exists? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What opportunities is God opening for Zion to explore? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. List at least three area in which you feel Zion  is strong (things the congregation 

does well by God’s blessing) 
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4. Are there any new things God wants Zion to be doing which it is NOT doing 

now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What things that Zion is doing now do you believe God is calling to be done 

better? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What are two things that you believe Zion needs more than anything else right 

now, to be most effective?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What do you believe are the most important personal qualities for a pastor to 

have? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What things do you think are most necessary for maintaining good relationships 

between pastor and people? 
 

 


