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Beware of False Prophets 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 

clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves” (Matt. 

7:15). Deceit has its strength in masquerading as the 

truth. False prophets speak a vision of their own 

heart, not from the mouth of the Lord (Jer. 23:16–29). 

They deny the judgment of the Lord, speaking peace 

to the unrepentant, when in truth there is 

condemnation and wrath. “You will recognize them 

by their fruits” (Matt. 7:20). The “fruits” of a true 

prophet are not outward righteousness or success 

but faithfulness in proclaiming the Word of the Lord. 

This is the will of the Father in heaven, that pastors 

take heed to the flock, the Father’s adopted ones 

(Rom. 8:12–17), warning them against the wolves and 

their lies, and shepherding the Church of God which 

He purchased with His own blood (Acts 20:27–38). 

For indeed, the cross is that good tree bearing good 

fruit—namely, the body and blood of Christ, given 

and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

mailto:pastor@ziongwinner.org
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T A WORD ABOUT THE DIVINE SERVICE T 
 

If you were to ask most people what “worship” is, they might 

say, “Worship is praising the Lord” or “Worship is what human 

beings do to express their thanks to God” or “Worship is going 

to church,” or something like that. While there is some truth to 

each of these answers, they do not adequately describe the 

main purpose of Lutheran worship. 
 

We Lutherans have a unique perspective on worship. We know that God’s Word and 

His holy Sacraments are His precious gifts to us. They are the tools the Holy Spirit uses 

to give us forgiveness, life and salvation. The main purpose of Lutheran worship is to 

receive these gifts from God. 
 

Our Lutheran Confessions explain this truth as follows: “The service and worship of the 

Gospel is to receive good things from God” (Apology to the Augsburg Confession, 

Article  IV.310). 
 

I am not sure whether we have adequately emphasized this important truth. God gives 

His gifts. We receive them. That is the main purpose of Lutheran worship. He does this 

as His Gospel is proclaimed, as His Word is read, as His forgiveness is announced and 

sinners are absolved, and as we receive our Lord’s body and blood in Holy Communion. 

In these wonderful ways, God is present with us, His people, drawing us to Himself and 

giving us what we need so much-His mercy, forgiveness, love, joy, peace, power and 

comfort! The purpose of worship, therefore, is to be gathered by God around His gifts. 
 

Having clearly established this important point, I need to say that it would be wrong to 

assume that we are merely passive participants in the worship service. Listen to the 

beautiful introduction to Lutheran Worship. 
Our Lord speaks and we listen. His Word bestows what it says. Faith that is born from what is 

heard acknowledges the gifts, received with eager thankfulness and praise.  Saying back to Him 

what he has said to us, we repeat what is most true and sure…  The rhythm of our worship is 

from him to us, and then from us back to him. He gives his gifts, and together we receive and 

extol them. We build one another up as we speak to one another in psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs (Lutheran Worship, p. 6). 
 

How true!  God speaks. We listen. Then we speak the great “amen” of faith, saying, 

“Yes, yes, this is true!”  Praise God for His mercy in permitting us to receive His gifts! 

Praise God for drawing us together around His gifts!  

 
_________ 
By: A.L. Barry A Presentation to the Real Life Worship Conference: Seven Theses on Worship 
Denver, Colorado (February 1998) Lutheran Worship: 2000 and Beyond 
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 T Confession and Absolution T 

Hymn of Invocation: 669 Come, We That Love the Lord  LSB 669 

Stand 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 

mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for self-reflection upon God’s Ten Commandments,  

that we may know our sin and be prepared for the Absolution. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T Service of the Word T 

Introit Ps. 48:1, 3, 11, 14; antiphon: Ps. 48:9–10 

A We have thought on your steadfast love, O God, 

in the midst of your temple. 

C As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth. 

Your right hand is filled with righteousness. 

A Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised 

in the city of our God, his holy mountain. 

C Within her citadels 

God has made himself known as a fortress. 
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A Let Mount Zion be glad! 

Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your judgments! 

C This is God, our God forever and ever. 

He will guide us forever. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

A We have thought on your steadfast love, O God, 

in the midst of your temple. 

C As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth. 

Your right hand is filled with righteousness. 
 

Kyrie  LSB 204 

 

 

Hymn of Praise: Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 204 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Grant to us, Lord, the Spirit to think and do always such things as are right, that we, 

who cannot do anything that is good without You, may be enabled by You to live 

according to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading  Jeremiah 23:16–29 

16Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who 

prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, 

not from the mouth of the LORD. 17They say continually to those who despise the word 

of the LORD, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his 

own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.’” 

18For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD 

to see and to hear his word, 

or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
19Behold, the storm of the LORD! 

Wrath has gone forth, 

a whirling tempest; 

it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 
20The anger of the LORD will not turn back 

until he has executed and accomplished 

the intents of his heart. 

In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 
21“I did not send the prophets, 

yet they ran; 

I did not speak to them, 

yet they prophesied. 
22But if they had stood in my council, 

then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 

and they would have turned them from their evil way, 

and from the evil of their deeds. 

23“Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? 24Can a man hide 

himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill 

heaven and earth? declares the LORD. 25I have heard what the prophets have said who 
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prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26How long shall 

there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the 

deceit of their own heart, 27who think to make my people forget my name by their 

dreams that they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28Let 

the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my 

word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the LORD.  

29Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock 

in pieces?”  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Ps. 31:2b, 1a 

A Be a rock of refuge for me, 

a strong fortress to save me! 

C In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame. 
 

Second Reading  Romans 8:12-17 

12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 
13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death 

the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons 

of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The 

Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 

children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 

him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 
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Holy Gospel  Matthew 7:15–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 15[Jesus said:] “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but 

inwardly are ravenous wolves.  
16You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or 

figs from thistles? 17So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree 

bears bad fruit. 18A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear 

good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire. 20Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 
21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22On that day many will say 

to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your 

name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23And then will I declare to them, ‘I 

never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Apostles' Creed  

P  With one heart and one voice we confess the one Holy Faith as expressed in the 

Apostles’ Creed. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
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     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 

Hymn of the Day: 745 In God, My Faithful God  LSB 745 

Sermon 

P In the name T of Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

Offertory  LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

Offering 

While the offering is being gathered, the children are invited to bring their Sunday School 

mission offering to the front of the church.  Also, please fill out the "Welcome Cards" in 

the pews and place them in the church offering plate.  The "Welcome Cards" in the pew 

are for prayer requests, general requests, and if you are new and visiting Zion.   

The "Welcome Cards" are confidential and go directly to Pastor. 
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Stand 

Prayer of the Church  

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Brief silence 
 

For faithfulness to God’s Holy Word among the pastors called to preach and teach 

it, and within the congregations committed to their charge as they hear and 

receive it, that false doctrine would be recognized and rebuked, and that pure 

doctrine would be taught and received for the edification of all the baptized in 

Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For an increase in faithful church workers, that the proclamation of repentance and 

the forgiveness of sins in Christ’s name would fill our land and, indeed, the whole 

world, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P For faithful generosity among the baptized, that they would give generously to 

support the Lord’s mission and ministry done among them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P For the Holy Spirit to turn the hearts of all pretend believers, that they would be 

led to repentance and faith through the pure preaching of the Law and Gospel, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P For all life from the womb to the grave, that it would be cherished and protected, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

 

P For those who have been placed in authority over us, that they would refrain from 

mere self-interests and focus on the common welfare of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P For the sick, for those preparing to undergo surgery, for the elderly and shut-in, 

and for all who desire our prayers, especially Sandi and Layah, that they would 

receive healing, comfort and be strengthened to endure, according to God’s 

gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P For the faithful who have gone before us and now rest in Jesus, let us give thanks 

to the Lord; and that we would, by God’s grace, remain steadfast in the faith until 
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we are brought to join them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  
 

P This morning and throughout this week we hold before You in prayer, Jacob and 

Lauren Greenmyer 

C Heavenly Father, we ask that in Your unconditional love that you would 

protect Jacob and Lauren from all physical harm and danger and that You 

would keep them in the certainty of their salvation that they have by grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ.  We also pray that You would enable us, this 

congregation of Zion, to hold Jacob and Lauren family in our prayers this 

week and let them know that we love them in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 209 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

 

Concluding Collect  

P Lord Jesus Christ, giver and perfecter of our faith, we thank and praise You for 

continuing among us the preaching of Your Gospel for our instruction and 

edification. Send Your blessing upon the Word, which has been spoken to us, and 

by Your Holy Spirit increase our saving knowledge of You, that day by day we may 

be strengthened in the divine truth and remain steadfast in Your grace. Give us 

strength to fight the good fight and by faith to overcome all the temptations of 

Satan, the flesh, and the world so that we may finally receive the salvation of our 

souls; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus and Benediction 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Hymn: 578 Thy Strong Word  LSB 578 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH – LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces 

The Ministry to the Armed Forces is authorized as the mission arm of the 

LCMS to support and serve military chaplains — active and reserve — their 

families and the veteran population. 
 

Your gift for LCMS’ Ministry to the Armed Forces provides materials for 

chaplains, service personnel and veterans and for everything done by this 

ministry. To learn more please visit https://www.lcms.org/ministry-to-the-

armed-forces 

 

Prayer Family 

Jacob & Lauren Greenmyer 

410 28
th

 Ave SW #15  Minot, ND 
 

Cleaners in God’s House of Zion 
*Please remember to sign your name on the chart on the bulletin board  

by the kitchen noting which area of the church you have cleaned* 

July 22-28: Chris & Marsha Mathias, Rodney & Sandy Mathias, Steve & 

Celeste Metzen, Bob Orn  
 

Ushers for the Month of July 

1
st
   Steve & Agnes Dudas   8

th
  Dale & Martha Asche  

15
th

  Chris & Marsha Mathias   22
nd

  Randal & Michelle Brockman  

29
th

  Kelly & Liz Neustel 
        

Pastor’s Contact Information 

During the vacancy, Pastor Hambleton will not be holding office hours. 

However, he will be available via phone at 701-680-8233 or email: 

aaron.hambleton@gmail.com 

Copies of the sermon are available on the table in the narthex  

and on the website www.ziongwinner.org 

 

Parish Assistant Office Hours  

 Monday- Thursday 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Friday Off     

Email: secretary@ziongwinner.org 



13 
 

This Week in the Congregation of Zion 
Today 8:30 am Divine Service  

Mon-Fri   Higher Things Youth Trip to Kansas 

Wed 25
th

  NO Pastor’s Bible Study  

Sun 29
th

     8:30 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 
 

 

 
 

Attendance & Giving at Zion 
Sunday, July 15  

Worship Attendance: 49 
 

 

Category

Received Last 

Week

Received for 

July

Monthly 

Goal YTD Received YTD Needed

Over/Under 

Goal 

General Fund 1,152.00$     5,691.00$     11,130.83$   61,942.70$     69,353.65$   (7,410.95)$    

Misc. Income 0.30$            0.60$            1,802.32$       

Building Fund 150.00$        320.00$        3,707.50$       

Cemetery Fund -$              -$              195.00$          

Memorial Fund -$              -$              70.00$            

Vehicle Fund -$              -$              -$               

ND Missions 375.00$        1,340.00$     2,166.67$     13,410.50$     13,500.00$   (89.50)$         

Mission of Month 160.00$        640.00$        

Helping Hands -$              -$              

Higher Things -$              -$              

133,570.00$   

26,000.00$     

Zion's Income Goal:

ND Mission Goal:  
 

 

Did you know…. We now offer the convenience of electronic giving? 
Simply follow these easy steps: 

1) Visit the church website at www.ziongwinner.org 

2) Click on the Online Giving tab at the top of the page, 

3) Click on the Sign In/Sign Up button, then 

4) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile  

and to schedule your recurring contributions. 
 

As you contemplate future contributions, please consider electronic giving.  
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Prayer and Petitions 
July 22, 2018 

Please let Pastor know if you want a request added or removed 

Health Concerns 

 Sandi Bergemann recovering from a broken foot 

 Layah Hoechst undergoing surgeries to remove her trach  
 

 

 

Remembering Our Homebound 

Alice Decker at Vets Home 

Lois Enderson at Park Side Lisbon 

Bob Bergeson at Park Side Lisbon 

Lorrie Eiter at Forman Manor 

Pearl Rehborg at Forman Manor 

Marjorie Fuss at home in Gwinner 

Sandi Bergemann at Elim Care Center in Fargo 
 

 

Grieving With The Family 
 

 

 

 

 

Remembering Those Who Serve 

Rick Gaden and Sy Hansana:  

National Guard 

Nate Utecht: 

 Serving in the US Navy 

Chris Mathias, Jason Asche, AJ Enderson, Bob Orn:  

First Responders and Volunteer Fire & Rescue 
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Congregational Self-Study Questionnaire 

 
As a part of the vacancy process, we as a congregation are tasked with completing the 

Self Study. The call committee is working on the data portions along with the general 

information. It would be most helpful to have the congregation’s input on the following 

questions. Please take some time, pray about your answers, and provide your honest 

feedback. These are completely confidential, and will be used to help the call 

committee honestly assess where Zion is currently as a congregation as well as where 

we hope to be in the future.  

You may return your questionnaire in the box on the narthex table. Thanks! 

 

1. How would you summarize the purpose for which Zion Lutheran Church exists? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What opportunities is God opening for Zion to explore? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. List at least three area in which you feel Zion  is strong (things the congregation 

does well by God’s blessing) 
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4. Are there any new things God wants Zion to be doing which it is NOT doing 

now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What things that Zion is doing now do you believe God is calling to be done 

better? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What are two things that you believe Zion needs more than anything else right 

now, to be most effective?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What do you believe are the most important personal qualities for a pastor to 

have? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. What things do you think are most necessary for maintaining good relationships 

between pastor and people? 
 

 


